HeMsmmm; 


J-,r  >f/Vr/, 


/ 

CL  /iT\  X ^ 


22101572749 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2016 


https://archive.org/detaiis/b24861339 


GREEN-WOOD  CEMETERY: 


A HISTORY 


THE  INSTITUTION 


FROM  1838  TO  1864. 


BY  NliHEMIAH  CEEAVELAND. 


WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NEW  YORK: 

A NDKIJSOTST  & ah  ciikr, 

430  BROOME  STREET. 

1800. 


>9 


HISTORICAL 

MEDICAL 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1S66, 
bt  the  GEEEN-WOOD  CEMETECT, 

In  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  ths 
Southern  District  of  New  York. 


O (S  - \j^-  ' - 


L VAN  ANDKN,  PKISTKB,  BROOKLYN. 


In  preparing  this  historical  account  of  Green-Wood,  the 
author  had  free  access  to  the  records  and  official  documents  of 
the  Corporation.  From  members  of  the  Board,  also,  who  have 
been  familiar  with  every  transaction  relating  to  the  Cemetery, 
he  received  valuable  information,  explanatory  or  supplement- 
ary. So  far  as  its  facts  are  concerned,  the  work  may  be 
considered  as  authentic  in  its  character,  and  as  sanctioned  by 
the  Directors.  For  all  mere  comments  and  expressions  of 
opinion,  the  writer  is  alone  responsible. 
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HISTORY 


OF 

GliEEN-WOOD  CEMETERY. 


^ 

Tweiot-six  years  liave  passed  since  Green-Wood 
Cemetery  entered  upon  its  corporate  existence.  From 
a feeble  beginning,  and  tbrougb  a bard  struggle, 
wbicli  seemed,  for  a time,  to  be  of  doubtful  issue,  it 
passed  at  length  to  a secure  position,  and  started  on 
a career  of  eminent  success.  Yery  few  of  the  multi- 
tudes who  visit  those  attractive  grounds — very  few 
even  of  those  who  have  a proprietary  interest  in 
Green-Wood — know  any  thing  of  the  difficulties 
which  beset  its  early  steps,  and  which,  but  for  the 
faith  and  perseverance  of  a few  individuals,  would 
have  proved  fatal  to  the  undertaking.  It  is  certain, 
also,  that  the  motive  which  prompted  this  effort,  and 
the  spirit  which  has  animated  it  throughout,  have  not  A history  of 

Green-Wood 

always  been  fully  understood  or  duly  appreciated,  needed. 
Although  the  conduct  of  the  institution  has  com- 
manded almost  universal  satisfaction,  still  complaints 
have  sometimes  appeared,  which,  if  made  honestly, 
could  proceed  only  from  ignorance  of  tlie  princijiles 
that  govern  tlie  management,  or  of  the  reasons  that 
led  to  particular  measures. 
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c 


GUEEN-WOOD  CEMETEKT. 


Ill  view  of  tliese  considerations,  and  of  others  which 
will  readily  suggest  themselves,  the  time  seems  favor- 
able for  laving  before  the  lot-owners  of  Green-Wood, 

The  time  J o ^ 

favorabia  interested  in  its  welfare,  a history 

of  the  institution.  Its  facts  will  be  derived  from  the 
records  and  files  of  the  coriioration,  and  from  state- 
ments, both  oral  and  wi’itten,  of  gentlemen  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  enterprise  from  the  very 
first.  It  will  show,  if  I mistake  not,  that  the  purpose 
of  the  institution  was  purely  philanthropic,  and  that 
it  has  uniformly  been  conducted  with  disinterested 
fidelity.  It  can  hardly  fail  to  deepen  the  interest 
already  felt  in  Green-Wood,  and  to  strengthen  that 
confidence  in  its  future  which  a judicious  and  ener- 
getic management  has  so  generally  inspired. 

The  idea  of  a rm-al  cemetery  in  this  country  was 
first  developed  in  Boston.  Crude  conceptions  of  such 
an  institution  may  have  existed  elsewhere  and  earlier  , 

• Mount  Au-  but  to  Mouut  Aubmm  will  ever  belong  the  praise  of 
'TissT’”''  having  led  the  way  in  a much-needed  refonn.  That 
cemetery  dates  from  1831,  and  its  distinguished  foun- 
der, Jacob  Bigelow,  stiU  lives,  and  stiU  presides  over 
the  successful  institution,  which  has  been  so  long  the 
object  of  his  care. 

In  1832,  Mr.  Hexey  E.  Piereepoxt,  of  BrooklAui, 
returned  from  a visit  to  the  new  cemetery  at  Cam- 
bridge, with  the  desire  awakened  that  Xew  York  and 
Brooklyn  should  have  a similar  establishment,  com- 
mensurate with  their  wants,  and  not  unwoithy  of 
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their  ffreatness.  The  wooded  heights  of  Gowanus, 
with  which  he  had  been  familiar  from  a boy,  occurred 
to  him  as  a site  peculiarly  favorable.  During  the  v 
^ following  year,  though  absent  from  the  country,  his 
inciinent  purpose  gathered  strength  while  visiting 
the  cemeteries  and  camjpos  santos  of  Europe.  On 
his  return  he  found  that  Brooklyn,  his  native  vil- 
lage, was  abont  to  take  rank  among  the  cities  of 
the  land — an  event  which  occurred  in  1834.  In  the 
following  spring,  Mr.  Pieerepont  was  placed,  by  the 
citizens  of  Brooklyn,  on  a commission  to  lay  out  the 
new  city  in  streets.  It  was  while  performing  this  Sns^estion 

, , 1 « ofMr.Pion-e- 

duty  that  be  nrst  brought  forward  his  plan  for  reserv-  Pant- 
ing, among  the  Gowanus  Hills,  a large  tract  for  a 
cemetery.  Ground,  lying  north  of  the  present  Green- 
IVood,  and  known  as  the  Beny  and  Yan  Brunt 
Farms,  first  attracted  his  attention;  but  the  owners 
were  not  ready  to  treat  for  their  sale.  The  lands 
lower  down,  and  nearer  to  the  Bay,  had  been  pur- 
chased with  a view  to  disposal  in  city  lots,  and  were, 
therefore,  regarded  as  out  of  the  question. 

At  the  time  refen-ed  to.  Major  David  B.  Doug- 
lass, previously  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  an  engineer  of  high  reputation,  was  re- 
siding in  Brooklyn,  haring  just  completed  the  pre- 
liminary surveys  for  the  Croton  water-works,  and 
also  the  location  of  the  Brooklyn  and  Jamaica  rail- 
road. In  the  autumn  of  1835,  Major  Douglass  gave  Lechuo  of 

° Mnjor  Doiig- 

a public  lecture  in  Brooklyn,  on  the  capabilities 


s 
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Hints 

ftdoploX 


Finnncial 
crisis  ol' 
1837. 


and  prospects  of  the  young  and  rising  city.  Mr. 
PiERREPONT,  to  wliOHi  hc  applied  for  hints  on  the 
occasion,  suggested  the  idea  of  a large  rural  ceme- 
tery, with  an  astronomical  observatory  on  the 
gronnds.  The  Major  accepted  the  suggestion.  The 
objections  to  interment  in  city  vaults  and  crowded 
church-yards  were  undoubtedly  well  put,  m bile  the 
admirable  fitness  of  the  Gowanus  grounds  for  ceme- 
tery pnrposes  conld  have  been  shown  by  no  one 
more  competent.  This  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
first  public  presentation  that  was  made  of  the  subject. 

So  far  as  it  appears,  this  effort  to  impress  the  com- 
munity with  the  need  and  value  of  a rural  cemetery 
produced  no  visible  result.  Another  year,  with  its 
deceitful  flush  of  hollow  prosperity,  passed  away, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  relapse  of  183 1 . The  dis- 
asters of  that  year,  and  the  change  which  came  over 
the  in-ospects  of  dealers  in  real  estate,  revived  the 
project  of  the  cemetery.  There  was  now  a possi- 
bility of  obtaining  the  Gowanus  lauds  at  prices  within 
the  bounds  of  reason.  The  larger  owners  of  the 
property,  some  of  whom  had  ah-eady  shown  a warm 
interest  in  the  cemetery  project,  were  found  wdliug 
to  negotiate. 
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1838. 

Mr.  Pieerepont,  witli  the  efficient  aid  of  Major  1838. 
Douglass,  explored  the  ground,  selected  the  portion 
which  seemed  best  suited  to  the  purpose,  and  mapped  mapped 
the  same,  with  the  names  of  all  the  proprietors.  The 
aspect  of  the  affair  was  now  deemed  sufficiently  en- 
couraging to  justify  the  formation  of  a company  to 
carry  out  the  design.  A petition  to  the  Legislature, 
in  the  winter  of  1838,  was  followed  by  an  Act  of  In- 
coEPOEATiox,  passed  on  the  11th  of  April  in  that 
year.*  It  created  a joint-stock  corporation,  under  The  com- 

pany  incor- 

the  name  of  “ The  Green-Wood  Cemetery,”  with  a 
capital  of  three  hundi’ed  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
right  to  hold  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  By  the  Act, 
the  petitioners  were  made  Commissioners  to  receive 
subscriptions.  These  pioneers  of  the  gi’eat  enterprise 
were  Samuel  Ward,  John  P.  Stagg,  Charles  Iahstg,  Secommin- 
David  B.  Douglass,  Bussell  SrEBums,  Joseph  A. 

Perry,  Henry  E.  Pieerepont,  and  Pliny  Freeman. 

Of  these  gentlemen,  Mr.  Ward,  long  known  as  an 
eminent  Hew  York  banker,  and  still  more  distin- 
guished as  a public-si)irited  citizen,  died  27th  Ho- 
vember,  1839.  The  decease  of  Mr.  Stagg,  a highly 
respectable  merchant  of  Hew  York,  occurred  October 
1,  1849.  Major  Douglass,  whose  name  will  often 
occur  in  this  narrative,  died  October  21,  1849. 


* See  Appendi.x,  Part  Third,  No.  I. 
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183§.  The  remaining  five  are  still  here  to  witness  the 
^ success  of  their  enterprise — a success  which  has  trans- 

cended, probably,  their  early  expectations,  however 
high. 

Ground  se-  The  gi’ound  which  was  finally  selected  by  ^Ir. 

PiERREPONT  and  Major  Douglass,  with  the  approval 
of  their  associates,  as  best  suited  to  their  purpose, 
lies  a little  back  of  the  Gowanus  Bay.  It  extends, 
as  marked  on  the  city  map,  from  Twenty -first  street 
to  Thu’ty-fourth  street,  and  from  the  Fifth  Avenue  to 
the  Brooklyn  city  line. 

Mooting  of  As  a step  preliminary  to  further  action,  a meeting 

the  land-  • -u  \ 

owners.  laud-owncrs  (twenty-seven  in  number)  was 

called  m Brooklyn,  and  the  cemetery  project  was  laid 
before  them.  It  was  proposed  that  they  should  sell,  ^ 
at  a fair  valuation,  such  portions  of  their  laud  as 
mio-ht  come  within  the  bounds  of  the  cemetery.  To 
this  proposal  a majority  of  the  owners,  including 
those  who  held  the  largest  interest,  gave  their  assent. 
The  agreement  between  the  proprietors  and  the  com- 
missioners was  signed  June  28, 1S3S.  See  Appendix, 
Part  Third,  No.  V.  The  board  of  appraisers  author- 
ized by  that  agreement  to  fix  the  prices  of  the  lands, 
were  Mr.  C.  P.  Smtiii,  Mr.  H.  E.  Pierrepoxt,  Major 
Douglass,  and  Judge  Hajimoxd.  According  to  their 
appraisement,  dated  September  21,  1838,  there  were 
Ti.n  innd  oiic  liuiidred  and  seventy-eight  acres  of  land,  valued 
nppridsed.  §134^075.50,  bciiig  an  average  per  acre  of  8756.60. 
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As  tlie  tract  contained  two  tliousand  one  hundred  and  1^38. 
forty-five  city  lots,  the  average  price  per  lot  was 
$62.75.  For  an  abstract  of  this  appraisement,  giving 
the  quantity  and  the  prices  of  land  for  each  of  the 
five  farms,  see  Apqendix,  Part  Third,  !No.  lY.  It 
is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  in  the  final  arrange- 
ments with  the  owners,  the  average  cost  of  the 
srround  was  a good  deal  below  that  which  was  named 

O cj 

by  the  appraisers.  The  owners  of  this  property 
agreed  to  receive  then’  pay  in  cemetery  stock. 

The  land  thus  purchased  had  belonged  for  several 
venerations  to  the  Bennett,  Bergen,  and  Wyckoff  origiimi 

fe  ' ' owners. 

families,  and  had  stood  in  these  names  from  the 
first  settlement  of  the  country  by  their  Dutch  pro- 
genitors. From  time  immemorial  it  had  been  the 
outlying  pasture-ground  and  woodland  of  substantial 
farmers,  whose  houses  and  homesteads  were  near 
the  shore.  During  the  first  two  hundred  years  of 
this  occupancy,  it  must  have  been  a quiet  spot, 
varied  only  by  such  sights  and  sounds  as  occa- 
sionally invade  the  pastoral  or  the  sylvan  scene. 

There  was,  however,  one  memorable  exception.  In  Historical 
the  Battle  of  Long  Island,  August  26, 1776,  the  con-  lyy©, 
flict  raged  for  a spell  on  and  near  these  very  gi-ounds. 

For  all  that  is  known  in  regard  to  the  matter,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  a jiaper  in  the  Appendix,  Part 
First,  Ko.  I.  It  was  prepared  in  1846,  for  “ Green- 
Wood  Illustrated,”  after  much  examination  and  in- 
quiry. On  one  occasion  I went  over  the  ground  with 
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1§38.  Major  Douglass.  The  excavations  and  gradings 
which  have  so  transformed  tlie  aspect  of  Gowanus, 
had  then  scarcely  begun.  IrYe  stood  upon  the  hill- 
side where  Lord  Stirling  posted  a part  of  his  force, 
and  traced  the  old  wall  and  hedge  which  formed  their 
temporary  and  frail  barricade.  From  this  spot  that 
accomplished  officer  and  engineer  pointed  out  to  me 
what  he  believed  to  have  been  the  position  and  move- 
ments of  the  contending  forces,  and  the  x>robable 
localities  of  the  conflict.  Of  the  scene  on  which  we  • 
then  looked,  the  swells  and  slopes  of  Green-’VTood, 
and  the  bright  waters  of  the  bay,  are  almost  the  only 
features  that  remain  unchanged. 

Go^vanusin  The  staid  farmers  of  Gowanus,  whose  patriotism 

ary  times.  doGS  uot  Seem  to  have  been  of  the  irrepressible  sort, 
went  comfortably  through  the  seven  years  of  Devolu- 
tion, in  spite  of  British  and  Hessian  soldiers  quar- 
tered among  and  around  them.  MTien  peace  and 
prosperity  returned,  they  just  kept  on  in  the  old 
way,  and  on  the  ground  where  myriads  of  the  dead 
now  repose,  they  still  gathered  their  winter  fuel,  or 
drove  their  cows  to  pasture.  For  these  back  lands 
there  was  no  demand,  as  they  were  considered  un- 
healthy and  unfit  to  live  on. 

But  the  advancing  waves  of  population  and  of 
speculation  at  length  reached  Gowanus,  and  the 
temptation  of  high  prices  proved  too  much  even  for 
Dutch  tenacity.  The  pm*ehascs  above  referred  to 
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were  made  in  1836.  A reference  to  tlie  Property  l§36. 
Map  will  sliow  tlie  relative  size  and  position  of  tlie  Eefc-rcnco 

. T -1  T . 1 • T 1 to  property 

difierent  pieces  included  in  the  appraisement,  and  also  ump. 
the  original  ownership. 


The  northwestern  portion  of  the  ground,  formerly 
a part  of  the  Dean,  the  Bennett,  and  Winant  Ben- 
nett farms,  had  been  laid  out  and  sold  in  city  lots, 
and  had  thus  fallen  into  numerous  hands.  It  con- 
tained the  highest  point  in  the  whole  range  of  hills, 
and  its  retention  was  thought  to  he  very  desirable. 

It  became,  however,  a source  of  infinite  vexation. 

Several  of  those  who  held  the  small  lots  took  advan- 
tage of  their  position,  and  demanded  prices  far  above 
the  appraisement.  The  exorbitant  demands  were  Exori)itant 
long  resisted.  Some  of  the  small  proprietors  held 
out  for  yeai’S,  and  one  of  them,  as  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  map,  holds  out  still.'"' 


* The  ground  alluded  to  is  a narrow  strip  occupying  a part  of  Sec- 
tions 112,  113,  and  11-1,  with  a small  privilege  in  Meadow  Water.  It 
consists  of  twenty  gores  or  fractions  of  lots,  equal  in  area  to  fifteen 
full  lots.  The  land  has  been  several  times  appraised  at  its  full  value, 
and  more  than  twice  that  amount  has  often  been  offered  for  it  by  the 
cemetery.  But  the  extortionate  demands  of  blinded  avarice  have 
remained  unabated.  After  many  frustrated  attempts,  and  a long  ex- 
perience of  annoyance  and  menace,  the  trustees  decided  to  complete 
the  cemetery  enclo-ure  without  reference  to  the  Chagot  tract,  leaving, 
however,  a way  of  access  to  it.  During  the  entire  existence  of  the 
cemeter}'  this  malicious  intrusion  has  been  an  irritating  thorn  in  its 
side.  It  is  pleasant  to  state  that  this  evil  is  at  last  removed.  Within 
the  present  month  (.June,  1864)  arrangements  have  been  made  which 
give  to  the  cemetery  absolute  possession  and  unquestioned  occu- 
pancy of  the  Chagot  lots.  For  further  remarks  iu  regard  to  this 
matter,  see  Appendix,  Part  First,  No.  VII. 
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1§38. 


The  ques- 
tion of  a 
name. 


When  the  question  of  a name  for  tlie  proposed  in- 
stitution came  up  for  consideration,  various  candi- 
dates for  the  honor  -were  presented.  2^ot  a few  were 
desirous,  as  we  learn  from  Major  Douglass,  that  it 
should  he  called  the  Necropolis.  But  this  word, 
however  classical  and  ancient,  conveys  an  idea  of 
city  form  and  show,  which  the  founders  of  the  ceme- 
tery were  particularly  anxious  to  avoid.  They  fixed 
upon  the  pleasing  and  unpretending  name  which  it 
hears,  as  appropriate  to  its  wood-crowned  heights, 
and  as  indicating  that  it  should  always  remain  a scene 


of  rural  quiet,  and  heauty,  and  leafiness,  and  ver- 


dure.* 


By  the  terms  of  charter,  the  corjmration  could 
acquire  and  hold  lands  for  the  proposed  cemetery 
only  “hy  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Conncil  of  the  City  of  Brookl^m.”  A peti- 
tion for  such  consent,  dated  August  6,  1S3S,  and 
Consent  of  signed  hy  D.  B.  Douglass,  H.  E.  Piereepoxt,  and 
Common  B.  Stebbes^s,  was  presented  to  the  Common  Council, 

Council.  ' ^ 

and  received  their  immediate  and  unanimous  assent. 
See  Appendix,  Part  Third,  Xo.  II.  Tliis  impor- 
tant act  confirmed  and  made  fast  the  previous  doings 

* For  the  following  learned  note  on  the  word  “ cenieterr,'’  we  are 
indebted  to  the  Eev.  Dr.  Dowling : “ The  terra  was  early  applied  to 
Christian  places  of  burial.  Chrysostom,  in  the  fourth  century,  thus 
gives  the  reason : Am  Tovro  Kai  avToq  b totoc  KOIMIITH- 
PION  (ovoyaarai,  Iva  iiaO?]g  on  bt  -ETeX^in^Kore^  km 
evravOa  Keiiievoi  ov  TeOvrjKaaiv,  aXXa  KOiiKorrai.  Ibr  this 
reason  this  place  is  called  a cemetery,  in  order  that  you  may  learn  that 
those  who  have  finished  their  course  and  are  laid  there  are  not  dead,  hut 
SLEEP.” — Cypress  mils'  Cemetery  PamphleL 
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of  the  State  Legislature.  The  resolution  was  offered  18S8. 
by  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Perky,  then  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, and  is  as  follows : ‘‘  Pesolved,  That  the 
prayer  of  the  memorialists  he  granted  5 and  that  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery  he 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  and  lay  out,  for  the 
purposes  of  a Cemetery,  the  ground  required  for  such 
purposes,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  acres,  within 
the  limits  designated  in  the  memorial.  On  motion, 
it  was  YOted  that  the  above  resolution  he  adopted.” 

In  accordance  with  these  expressions  of  legislative 
and  mimicipal  will,  the  State  Commissioners  for  lay- 
ing out  the  city  of  Brooklyn  proceeded,  in  concert 
with  the  -proiectors  of  the  cemetery,  to  establish  the  Bounds  cs- 

tablishcd  by 

hounds  of  the  latter,  and  to  define  its  limits  on  the 
city  map.  Appendix,  Part  Third,  No.  III.  is  an  ex- 
tract  from  the  official  report  of  the  commissioners,  and 
gives  the  precise  outline  of  the  cemetery  as  at  that  time 
established.  This  description,  with  the  exception  of 
the  northwestern  corner,  will  be  found  to  compare 
with  the  dotted  outline  on  the  Property  Map.  This 
concluding  act  of  the  commissioners  gave  to  Green- 
Wood  not  only  position,  but  security,  for  it  declared 
that  “ all  streets  and  avenues  which  have  been 
described  as  running  through  the  above  ground,  are 
to  terminate  at  its  line.”*  In  this  guarantee  against 

* A single  exception  was  made,  in  favor  of  Hammond  Avenue. 

This,  in  the  plan  of  the  Citizens’  Committee  referred  to  above,  was  a 
straight  road,  running  from  the  City  Hall  to  New  Utrecht.  It  was 
afterwards  discontinued  by  legislative  action,  fortunately  for  Green- 
Wood,  as  it  would  have  bisected  it  diagonally. 


10 


GEEEX-WOOD  CEMFrEKY. 


1838.  invasion  and  disturbance,  more  firmly  establishc'd 
' by  legislative  amendments  passed  in  1853,  a guaran- 
tee wbicb,  of  all  the  cemeteries  around  2sTew  York, 
Green-Wood  alone  can  be  said  full}"  to  possess,  its 
proprietors  may  find  their  best  assurance  that  tliey. 
and  their  kindred  will  there  be  permitted  to  rest  in 
peace. 


Apportion- 
ment of 
shares. 


The  books  for  subscription  were  opened  on  the  3d 
of  N’ovember,  1838,  and  the  three  thousand  shares 
were  apportioned  by  the  Commissioners. 


OEGANIZATIOX 

rirstmeet-  Aftee  due  lea:al  notice,  the  fii*st  meeting  of  the 
Btockhoid-  gtocpp^olders  was  held  November  21,  1838,  at  the 
office  of  Messrs.  Le  Eoy  and  Perry,  in  Hanover 
street.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  Directors  cho- 
sen at  that  meeting : Joxathax  Goodhte,  Stephex 
Whitxey,  Eobeet  Eay,  Thomas  Ludlow  Ogdex, 
Chaeles  Kixg,  Petee  Scheemeehoex,  Jacob  E.  Le 
EoY,  EhSSELL  StEBBIXS,  PlIXY  PEEE>fAX,  DaVID  B. 
Douglass,  A.  G.  Hajoioxd,  Daxiel  Embuey,  Geo. 
S.  Howlaxd,  ITexey  E.  Pieeeepoxt,  Joseph  A. 
Peeey.  Of  these,  lilessrs.  Goodlme,  Wliitney, 
Ogden,  Schermerhorn,  Doiiglass,  Hammond,  and 
Embury,  have  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  l\[r.  Ogden,  are  now  at  rest  in  Green- 
Wood. 
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The  Directors  came  together,  for  the  first  time,  on  l§38. 
the  8th  of  December,  This  appears  to  have  been 
an  informal  meeting,  for  conversation  only.  Their  Bu°a"d. 
fii-st  regular  and  organized  meeting  was  held  at  the 
oflice  of  S.  C.  Williams,  Esq.,  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber. Judge  Hammond  was  chairman,  Mr.  Pierre- 
pont  was  secretary.  A committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Douglass,  Pierrepont,  and  Howland,  was 
appointed  to  nominate  officers,  to  report  on  altera- 
tions in  the  charter,  to  confer  with  land-holders,  and 
get  their  terms. 

O 


A proposition  came,  about  this  time,  from  Trinity 
Chm-ch,  in  Hew  York,  for  the  purchase  of  twenty 
acres  in  Green-Wood,  leading  to  considerable  corre- 
spondence, and  to  several  conferences.  The  result  will 
appear  hereafter. 

Ill  the  original  plan,  and  in  the  actual  appraise- 
ment, the  southern  line  of  the  Schermerhorn  proper- 
ty was  also  the  southern  line  of  the  cemetery.  One 
day,  as  Mr.  Pierrepont  and  Major  Douglass  were 
exploring  the  ground,  the  former  recalled  the  memo- 
ry of  a secluded  pond  which  he  had  known  in  the 
sporting  days  of  boyhood.  After  several  fruitless 
inquiries,  and  a long,  devious  tramp,  they  came 
suddenly  upon  it,  almost  hidden  as  it  was  then  in  the 
deep  dell,  and  by  a wall  of  the  densest  foliage. 
Cliarmed  with  its  beauty  and  its  capabilities,  they 
resolved  that  it  should  be  brouglit  within  the  lines  of 
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l§3§.  the  ccmeteiy.  With  this  in  view,  they  called  on  the 
' ' owner,  Mr.  Garret  Bergex.  The  hont'st  old  farmer 

found  it  hard  to  believe  that  they  really  wanted  two 
Mr.  Bergen,  hundred  or  three  hundred  acres  for  a burjung-ground ; 
and  as  to  the  “ collect,”  he  could  not  conceive  any 
possible  use  they  would  have  for  that.  He- acknowl- 
edged, however,  that  the  ground,  on  which  no1x)dy 
had  been  able  to  live,  might  do  well  enough  for 
the  dead.  After  some  attempted  reservations,  he 
consented  to  sell  unconditionally.  And  thus  was 
added  to  Green-Wood  that,  invaluable  portion  of 
its  territory  known  as  the  Bergen  Tract,  together 
with  Sylvan  Water,  its  brightest  gem.  The  con- 
tract for  thirty-three  acres  was  signed  December  29, 
1838, 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  December  20,  the  com- 
mittee reported  that  there  were  upon  the  high  ground 
at  Gowanus,  from  one  hundi’ed  and  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  belonging  to  the  WyckoflP,  B»bot- 
son.  Dean,  Sackett,*  Schermerhorn,  and  Bergen 
farms,  which  they  considered  “ eminently  favorable  to 
the  object  in  view,”  and  that  the  same  could  be  had 
at  an  average  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  dollars 
the  acre.  On  their  proposal  to  purchase  the  land. 
Reasons  for  the  committee  ascertained  that  many  of  the  owners 

nbandoning 

the  Joint-  would  rather  take  the  bonds  of  the  comuanv  than 

Block  pnnei-  ^ * 

remain  proprietors  of  its  stock.  To  remove  from  the 

* Tbbotson,  Dean,  and  Sackett  were  not  original  owners,  but  bad 
bought  their  lands  from  C.  W.  Bennett  and  Wiuant  Bennett 
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enterprise  all  ideas  and  motives  of  private  gain,  l)y  i§38. 
making  it  a general  trust,  was  not  only  more  consist- ^ 
ent  with  the  character  and  purpose  of  a cemetery, 
hut  had  been  the  original  design  of  the  projectors. 

The  joint-stock  principle  had  been  adopted,  under  the 
impression  that  in  no  other  way  could  the  requisite 
funds  be  raised.'  As  this  notion  was  no  longer  tena- 
ble, the  committee  advised  the  change  as  much  to  be 
desired.  It  woidd  prevent  a conflict  of  interest  be- 
tween lot-owners  and  stockholders — would  simplify 
the  management  and  police  of  the  cemetery — and 
would  secure  public  confldence  in  the  undertaking,  by 
removing  fi-om  it  all  appearance  of  aims  at  private 
advantage. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  the  Board  voted  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  such  an  alteration  of 
their  charter  as  should  carry  the  views  into  effect. 

The  requisite  steps  were  taken,  and  the  “ Act  to  alter  constitution 

A ^ changed  by 

and  amend,”  etc.,  was  passed  on  the  11th  of  April, 

1839.  That  act  changed  the  Directors  into  Trustees, 
and  placed  the  institution  on  its  present  liberal  and 
unexceptionable  basis.  For  the  Directors’  Memorial, 
the  Eesolve  of  the  Brooklyn  Common  Coimcil,  and 
the  amended  Act,  see  Appendix,  Part  Third,  Wo. 

VI. 

Tlie  committee  on  lands  was  empowered  to 
conclude  the  purchase  on  the  terms  reported. 

The  same  committee  was  directed  to  confer  with 
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183§.  religious  societies  in  Is^ew  York  and  Brooklyn,  in 
^ regard  to  tlieir  taking  an  interest  in  tlie  cemeterv 

O O V 

grounds. 

To  secure  in  tke  new  city  map  such  an  insertion  of 
the  cemetery  hounds  as  the  law  required,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  streets  which  those  lines  intersected  from 
passing  through  the  grounds,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  an  outline  plan  of  the  selected  terri- 
tory should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Com- 
missioners before  the  first  of  January,  1839.  Diffi- 
culties which  occurred  in  making  final  arrangements 
respecting  the  land,  and  which  continued  until  near 
the  close  of  the  year,  caused  no  little  anxiety  lest  the 
opportunity  should  pass  by,  and  the  cemetery  should 
fail  for  want  of  compliance  with  the  law.  It  was 
A narrow  ouly  by  uni’emitted  exertion,  and  at  the  very  last  hour. 

eseupe.  «/  »/  ^ ^ ^ . 

that  the  plan  was  deposited  with  the  Commissioners, 
thus  insuring  for  it  a legally  authorized  place  on  the 
map  of  the  city,  with  fixed  metes  and  bounds,  over 
which  no  street  could  afterwards  pass.* 

* For  its  happy  deliverance  from  this  danger,  the  cemetery  is 
mainly  indebted  to  the  energy  and  industry  of  Mb.  Hesry  EL 
PrEKREPONT. 
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1839. 

Such,  in  brief,  as  it  stands  on  tbe  record,  was  the  1839. 
ofiicial  action  of  tbe  Green-Wood  Cemetery,  during 
tbe  first  year  of  its  existence.  For  all  that  appears 
here,  tbe  cuirent  of  its  affairs  ran  smoothly,  and  left 
to  tbe  managers  an  easy  task.  V ery  far  from  this  was 
tbe  reabty.  Difficulties  met  them  at  tbe  very  outset,  Emban-ass- 
and,  for  a long  tune,  seemed  to  accumulate  ratber 
than  duninisb.  There  were  tbe  holders  of  small  lots, 
who  demanded  imreasonable  prices,  to  be  visited  and 
reasoned  with  individually — and  who  were  thus  vis- 
ited, some  of  them  many  times.  There  were  tbe 
encumbrances  on  tbe  larger  parcels,  which  must  be 
removed  before  tbe  company  could  deed  a single  rood 
for  burial  purposes.  Tbe  recent  holders  of  tbe  prop- 
erty  bad  in  good  faith  contracted  to  pay  off  tbe 
mortgages,  and  tried  to  do  so.  In  this  they  were 
foiled,  not  only  by  the  scarcity  of  money,  but  by  tbe 
unaccommodating  course  of  some  of  tbe  mortgagees. 

In  their  attempts  to  overcome  these  obstacles,  tbe 
committee  on  lands  made  many  weary  visits,  and 
spent  much  breath,  to  little  purpose.  Tbe  chief  diffi- 
culty of  this  sort  related  to  tbe  Schermerborn  prop-  schermer- 
erty,  which  was  held  by  a number  of  partners,  who,  gngc.'“°‘^‘‘ 
finding  themselves  unable  to  pay  the  whole  mortgage, 
proposed  to  release  that  part  which  bad  been  sold  to 
tbe  cemetery.  To  this  Abraham  Schermerborn,  tbe 
mortgagee,  would  not  consent,^  demanding  all  or 
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1839. 


Two  hun- 
dred ncres 
purcUiiscd. 


Corpora- 
tion seal. 


none.  This  trouble,  as  I learn  from  [Mr.  Pierrepont’s 
diary  of  tlie  time,  made  its  appearance  before  the 
close  of  1838,  and,  by  its  threatening  aspect  and 
obstinate  character,  caused  even  then  an  anxious  fear 
lest  the  whole  project  should  fall  through. 

Upon  the  9th  of  January  the  Board  again  met. 
Major  Douglass,  on  behalf  of  the  land  committee, 
reported  that  they  had  purchased  the  larger  part  of  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  the  boundaries  of  which 
he  minutely  specified;  that  within  these  boundaries 
there  were  about  sixty  lots  not  yet  bought,  but  which, 
being  near  the  border,  might  or  might  not  be  in- 
cluded in  the  final  arrangement ; that  these  bounda- 
ries had  been  duly  marked  and  drawn  on  the  map  of 
Brooklyn  by  the  City  Conunissioners.  The  action  of 
the  committee  was  ratified  by  the  Directors. 

At  the  same  meeting  a seal  for  the  corporation  was 

adopted:  the  title,  “ Green-lVood  Cemetery— Char- 
tered 1838 the  device  represents  Mewoet  scattering 
fiowers  over  the  graves  ot  the  dead. 

Major  Douglass  was  requested  to  survey  and  lay 
out  the  grounds,  and  to  prepare  a plot  of  the  same. 

At  a meeting  held  on  the  25th  of  April,  the 
amended  Act  of  Incorporation  was  adopted  by  the 
Board.  The  requisite  steps  were  taken  for  surren- 
dering the  stock  and  for  classifying  the  Trustees. 
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Major  Douglass  was  cliosen  President ; Mr.  Le  Eoy,  1839. 
Comptroller ; Mr.  Pierrepont,  Secretary.  Messrs.  — 
Pat,  Perry,  Pierrepont,  Stebbujs,  and  Freeman 
were  j)laced  on  the  Executiue  Committee. 

The  President  was  I’equested  to  advertise  the  ob- 
jects, plan,  and  prospects  of  the  association,  and  also 
to  present  the  whole  subject  in  pamphlet  foi-m.'='‘ 

The  fii’st  work  done  on  the  ground  was  to  give  it  Araii-fence 

, , . ® and  a road. 

the  slender  protection  of  a common  rail-fence.  A 
winding  road,  traversing  the  cemetery,  and  passing 
through  its  most  interesting  portions,  Avas  laid  out  by 
Major  Douglass,  and  AA’as  put  under  contract.  It 
Avas  begun  on  the  10th  of  May,  1839,  and  was  opened 
for  carnages  on  the  Fourth  of  July  following.  This 
first  Avork  of  any  importance  performed  in  Green- 
M ood,  was  executed  by  Mr.  P.  D.  Hooney.'f'  This 
road,  after  much  alteration,  amendment,  and  exten- 
sion, became  a part  of  what  Avas  siibsequently  knoAvn 
as  ‘‘  The  Tour.”  As  soon  as  the  opening  of  this 


* In  conformity -srith  this  vote,  Major  Douglass  brought  out  a pam- 
phlet in  the  autumn  following.  A copy  of  this  first  Green- Wood 
publication  lies  before  me.  Its  title  is ; “ Exposition  of  the  Plan  and 
Objects  of  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery,  an  Incorporated  Trust,  Char- 
tered by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Now  York.”  Sixteen  of  its 
thirty-two  pages  are  a well-written  statement  of  the  need,  character, 
and  condition  of  the  cemetery,  and  an  eloquent  appeal  to  the  public 
in  its  behalf.  The  Appendix  consists  of  official  and  State  documents, 
tho  terms  of  subscription  to  cemetery  lots,  and  an  abstract  of  condi- 
tions and  limitations. 

•f  This  road  was  four  and  a half  miles  long,  and  cost  $3,250. 
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1839.  road  made  it  an  easy  tiling  to  see  and  explore  tlie 

^ grounds,  many  gentlemen  of  influence  were  taken 

b6s™8tobo  to  visit  them.  Gradually  it  became  known 

that  a new  and  delightful  drive  bad  been  added  to 
the  scanty  privileges  of  Xew  York  and  Brooklyn,  and 
Green-Wood  soon  became  a place  of  considerable 
resort.  All  this  was  well  enough,  as  far  as  it  went, 
but  it  went  only  a very  httle  way. 

At  a meetmg  of  the  Trustees,  June  24, 1839,  the 
executive  committee  reported,  among  other  thing^, 
that  they  had  nearly  completed  an  avenue  through 
and  around  the  cemetery.  They  proposed  to  call 
public  attention  to  this  fact,  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
Extracts  lead  to  the  sale  of  lots.  “ It  is  to  be  remembered,’’ 
iromEeport.  committee,  » that  the  institution  is  no  longer 

one  of  profit,  but  of  benevolence.  It  looks  solely  to 
the  accomplishment  of  a great  philanthropic  object, 
without  the  consideration  of  gain  to  any  one:  and 
it  may  therefore  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  phi- 
lanthropy of  every  public-spirited  citizen.  Let  such 
* only  look  fahly  into  the  aim  and  purpose  of  our  insti- 
tution, and  its  abihty,  unquestionable,  as  we  think, 
to  carry  out  those  purposes  in  a manner  creditable  to 
this  trust  and  to  the  commimity  at  large,  and  the 
result  must  be  certain.” 

After  mentioning  the  cemeteries  of  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  as  very  successful  in  disposing  of  their 
groiuid,  though  the  enterprises  were  got  up  for  pri- 
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vate  advantage,  the  report  proceeds:  “Is  it  snppo-  i§39. 
sable  that  Green-'Wood,  wliich  is  a public  trust,  and 
Tvhere  the  lot-holders  are  to  realize  in  embellishments 
all  the  profits  of  the  undertaking,  shall  not  be  equally 
successful  ?” 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1839,  the  Tnistees,  ha-sdng  no 
means  to  go  on  with  improvements,  or  even  to  pay  for 
what  had  been  done,  resolved  that  the  bonds  of  the 
company  for  ten  thousand  dollars  should  be  issued, 
reimbumable  from  the  first  sale  of  lots.  At  the 
meeting  of  11th  October  following,  the  President  re-  issue  of 

° bonds. 

ported  that  he  had  executed  the  company’s  bonds  for 
$1,500  cash,  advanced  by  five  members  of  the  Board. 

Tlie  men  who,  in  spite  of  hard  times  and  dishearten- 
ing prospects,  came  to  the  relief  of  the  embarrassed 
institution,  were  Messrs.  Peeet,  Le  Boy,  Pay,  and 
PiEEEEPoxT,  one  thousand  dollars  each,  and  Mr. 
Stebbes's,  five  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  23d  of  Seiitembex’,  1839,  books  were  opened 
for  all  who  might  wish  to  subscribe  for  lots,  and  pub- 
lic attention  was  called  to  the  subject  by  circulars  and 
advertisements.  By  the  terms,  as  then  announced.  Terms  of 

subscription 

each  single  lot  was  to  have  three  hundred  square  feet,  fKivortiscd. 
with  a border  of  one  foot.  Four  lots  could  be  taken 
together,  and  laid  out  in  a quadrangle,  or  some  other 
shape  of  equivalent  area.  The  ground  was  to  be 
ready  for  selection  by  the  1st  of  Povember,  or  soon 
after.  The  precedence  of  choice  among  subscribers 
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6839.  was  to  be  determined  by  lottery,  each  lot,  in  drawing, 
— ' to  Lave  one  chance.  The  owner  of  a lot  which  had 
been  selected,  registered,  and  paid  for,  could  imme- 
diately occupy  the  same,  and  thirty  days  thereafter 
would  receive  a good  and  sufficient  deed. 


Apparont 
iudifferonco 
of  tho  pub- 
lic. 


But  the  public  manifested  no  avidity  for  burial-lots 
in  Green-Wood.  The  prepossessions  and  prejudices 
which  spring  from  ancient  usage  and  time-honored 


Probable  customs  are  not  easily  laid  aside.  Although  strong 
thil  apathy,  objections  to  interments  in  cities  had  forced  them- 


selves on  many  reflecting  minds,  the  Xew  \ orkers  of 
that  day  still  clung  to  the  charnel-house  and  church- 
yard. There  then*  fathers  and  their  kindred  had  been 
laid,  and  there,  very  naturally,  they  wished  to  lay 
themselves  down.  This  was  not  the  only  thing  which 
operated  adversely  to  the  rural  cemetery.  Violations 
of  the  grave  for  scientific  pm-poses  had  occurred  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  and  had  awakened  fear  ns 
well  as  indignation.  To  bmy  their  fi’iends  in  a rural 
cemetery,  seemed  to  many  like  bm-ial  in  some  open 
field,  where  the  sacred  relics  would  be  subject  to  un- 
restricted depredation.  It  was  found  no  easy  matter 
to  disabuse  such  pemons  of  the  mistaken  notion. 

Nceiiiessap-  Happily,  all  apprehensions  of  this  kind,  so  far  as 

prehensions.  i j Ti 

Green-Wood  was  concerned,  soon  passed  away,  its 
high  and  strong  enclosure ; the  constancy  and  vigi- 
lance with  which  it  was  guarded  ; the  position  and  the 
great  extent  of  the  cemetery ; all  gave  assurance  of 
security  against  invasion,  which  experience  has  shown 
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to  be  perfectly  well  foiindecl.  Sboulcl  any  one,  liow-  1§39. 
ever,  still  be  sensitive  in  this  regard,  let  bim  know, 
that  in  all  great  cities  science  readily  finds  the  sub- 
jects so  necessary  for  her  use,  among  those  who  have 
no  friends  to  care  for  what  becomes  of  their  poor 
remains. 

A plan  for  selling  tracts  of  considerable  size  to  Finn  of  seu- 

A ° mg  to  reli- 

religious  societies  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  was  §‘es”nnT'x- 
brought  forward  early  in  the  movement.  These  tracts  vantagoD. 
were  offered  to  such  societies  at  a large  reduction, 
on  condition  that  they  should  sell  the  lots  to  their 
own  members  only,  and  not  below  a stipulated  price. 

It  was  thought  that  the  arrangement  would  obviate 
objections  arising  from  a reluctance  among  people  of 
the  same  religious  faith  and  household  to  dispersion 
after  death.  By  this  means,  each  church  and  parish 
might  still  have,  as  it  were,  its  own  chm’chyard,  or, 
at  least,  its  own  private  burying-ground.  To  the 
cemetery  it  proffered  the  advantage  of  large,  imme- 
diate sales,  which,  being  paid  for  in  cash,  or  in  church- 
bonds,  would  fumisli  means,  at  that  time  imperatively 
required,  for  expenses  and  improvements. 

Although  not  generally  acted  on,  the  proposition 
was  favorably  received.  Several  of  the  Episcopal 
churches  in  New  York,  under  the  prompting  of 
Trinity  Parish,  appointed  a committee  to  consider  uop^  or 
the  subject,  and  to  confer  with  tlie  Trustees  of  Green-  ™“ity  Par- 
Wood.  Mr.  Thomas  Ludlow  Ogden,  wlio  was  one 
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1839.  of  these  Trustees,  and  who  had  been  for  years  the 
■'  ' leading  man  in  the  corporation  of  Trinity  Church, 

was  warmly  in  favor  of  securing  for  that  great  parish 
an  ample  reservation  in  Green-Wood.  iVs  his  col- 
leagues of  the  committee  agreed  with  him,  and  as 
Mr.  Ogden’s  voice  had  long  been  potential  in  all  the 
business  matters  of  the  parish,  there  was  every  rea- 
son to  expect  that  the  measure  would  be  accom- 
plished. 

The  contemplated  an-angement  soon  became  a topic 
of  conversation,  and  produced  no  little  excitement. 
The  staid  parishioners  of  Trinity,  and  the  native  life- 
long residents  of  Manhattan  Island,  were  shocked  at 
the  idea  of  being  taken  over  the  water,  or  of  being 
biu’ied  anywhere  except  on  that  same  rock-rilibed 
isle.  At  the  vestiy  meeting,  when  the  subject  came 
Muuieniyex-  xip  there  was  an  unusual  attendance,  and  Mr.  Ogden 

tinguished.  -*■  ’ 

was,  for  the  first  time,  defeated.  The  consequence, 
as  regarded  Trinity  Parish,  was  the  selection,  for 
burial  purposes,  of  far  less  eligible  ground  on  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Hudson,  and  far  up  on  the 
Island. 

To  the  projectors  of  Green-Wood  it  was  a severe 
Regrets.  disappointment.  The  sale  of  twenty  acres  to  Trinity 
would  have  furnished  the  cash  means  which  the  young 
institution  sorely  needed,  and  would  at  once  have 
lifted  it  from  the  mire,  in  which  it  was  compelled  to 
flounder  for  two  or  three  years  longer. 
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Sucli,  and  reiy  naturally,  was  the  feeling  at  the  1S39. 
time.  But  when  at  length,  through  much  discour- ' ^ ^ 

ajrement  and  many  difficulties,  the  company  had  The  matter 
Avorhed  its  way  out,  I doubt  if  any  deep  regrets 
were  felt  that  the  Hercules  of  Trinity  had  declined 
to  put  his  broad  shoulder  to  the  wheel.  There  is  no 
discipline  so  wholesome  and  invigorating  as  that  of 
adversity,  boldly  met  and  bravely  conquered.  Hor 
is  this  all.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a great  ecclesias- 
tical and  moneyed  corporation,  possessing  a large 
interest  in  the  ground,  might  have  exerted  a prepon- 
derating influence  that  would  have  been  very  unde- 
sirable. On  the  whole,  it  was  Avell  for  Green-W ood,  if 
not  for  Trinity  Church,  that  the  latter  decided  to  make 
its  burial-place  among  the  rocks  of  Manhattan  Island. 

So  far  as  appears,  the  $4,500,  obtained  as  above 
stated,  constituted  the  entire  amount  of  money  raised 
that  year,  to  pay  salaries,  cost  of  improvements, 
and  interest  on  debt.  That  it  could  go  but  a little 
way  toward  all  this,  is  very  certain.  The  failure  of  DiseomagB- 
the  negotiations  with  Trinity  Parish,  the  land  encum- 
brance still  unremoved,  the  want  of  a general  and 
lively  interest  in  the  object  itself,  and  the  universal 
stagnation  of  business,  left  but  little  to  encourage  the 
hopes  of  those  who  had  undertaken  the  arduous  task 
of  providing,  in  anticipation,  for  a great  public  want, 
and  that  before  the  public  itself  had  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  its  need.  All  that  this  same  public  as  yet 

knew  of  Green-Wood,  and  all  which  it  seemed  to 
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care  for,  was,  tliat  a new  and  beautiful  drive,  far  sur- 
passing any  before  possessed,  liad  been  added  to  the 
list  of  its  gratifications. 


Toward  the  latter  part  of  October,  an  arrangement 
was  made  with  Hunn  C.  Beacb,  to  act  as  general 
secretary  and  disbursing  agent.  Mr.  Beacb  contin- 
ued so  to  act  about  a year. 

About  tbe  same  time,  an  obelisk,  of  Staten  Island 
sienite,  was  set  up  on  tbe  northern  bank  of  Arbor 
"Water,  where  now  stands  the  monument  of  John  B. 
Graham.  This  must  have  been  meant,  to  use  the 
lana’uao-e  of  sportsmen,  as  a sort  of  “decoy  duck." 

A monu-  a.  o -l  " ^ 

ment.  Beautiful  aud  becoming  as  this  monument  was,  tlie 
obelisks  and  pyramids  seemed,  at  the  time,  in  no 
hurry  to  alight  around  it.  They  came  quite  fast 
enough  afterwards.  This  stone  now  stands  near 

O 

Lawn-Girt  Hill,  in  the  triangular  lot  of  Stephen  B. 
Muun,  which  is  on  Alder  Avenue. 


GKEEN-WOOD  CEMETEKY. 


31 


184.0. 

Os  the  29th  of  May,  1840,  there  was  a meeting  1840. 
of  the  Trustees.  A vote  was  passed,  renewing  the 
offer  to  negotiate  with  religious  societies,  and  another, 
inviting  proposals  for  enclosing  the  ground  with  a 
substantial  picket  fence.  It  was  also  ordered  that 
the  books  for  sale  of  lots  should  again  be  opened. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1840,  the  first  interment 
was  made  in  Green-TVood  Cemetery.  John  Hanna 
was  buried  in  Lot  233,  near  the  base  of  Ocean  Hill, 
and  on  its  western  side.  During  the  two  years 
that  followed,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  burials 
(including  removals  from  other  grounds)  were  made 
in  Green-'Wood.  As  the  cemetery,  however,  had  not 
yet  been  duly  opened  for  its  original  purpose,  the  inter- 
ments referred  to  were  made  on  the  responsibility, 
and  by  the  act,  of  Mr.  S.  H.  Burrill,  an  undertaker  in  s.N.BuiTffl. 
the  city  of  Hew  York,  and,  at  that  time,  almost  the 
only  member  of  his  fraternity  who  seemed  favorably 
disposed  toward  the  young  and  struggling  institution. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year  Mr.  Bun-ill  constructed, 
upon  the  declivity  north  of  Sylvan  Water,  the  first 
vault  that  was  made  in  Green-Wood.  Excepting 
these  few  and  feeble  indications  of  the  use  to  which 
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1840.  those  pleasant  grounds  were  eventually  to  be  put, 

' the  year  1840  left  the  cemetery  very  much  as  it 

foimd  it. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  Major  Douglass,  whose 
engineering  ability,  cultivated  taste,  and  extensive 
knowledge  had  marked  him  as  the  right  man  to  pre- 
side over  the  cemetery,  was  chosen  President  of  Ken- 
Maj.  Doug-  yon  College,  in  Ohio,  and  resigned,  prospectively, 

lass  resigns.  " ° i 

the  presidency  of  Green-Wood.  The  first  topograph- 
ical plan  of  the  grounds  was  prepared  by  this  gentle- 
man, and  was  presented  and  adopted  early  in  March, 
1841.  It  is  the  last  work  connected  with  Green- 
Wood  m which  his  hand  or  name  appears.  (For  a 
brief  notice  of  this  eminent  man,  see  Appendix,  Part 
Second,  No.  I.) 
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On  the  22d  of  Fehruaiy,  1841,  another  attempt  l§41. 
was  made  to  remove  the  Schermerhorn  mortgage, 

..  j.  • ±1  j.  iinsucoossful 

One  of  the  partners,  who  had  a large  interest  m tnat  effort, 
purchase,  proposed  to  raise  for  the  pm-pose  one-half 
of  $25,000,  if  the  cemetery  would  fm’nish  the  other 
moiety.  As  this  was  simply  impossible,  the  propo- 
sition was  merely  tantalizing. 

March  6, 1841,  the  office  of  President  was  tempo- 
rarily fflled  hy  the  election  of  Mr.  Zebedee  Cook,  Jr.,  Cook,  Presl- 

J . dent. 

a gentleman  who  had  ah’eady  some  experience,  bav- 
in" been  an  active  director  of  the  Mount  Aubrnn 
Cemetery. 

Xear  the  end  of  May,  the  affairs  and  condition  of 
Green-Wood  had  become  so  critical  that,  on  the  26th  Ti«steo8. 
of  that  month,  a meeting  of  the  Trustees  was  held,  to 
consider  the  question  whether  they  should  make  any 
further  attempt  to  prosecute  the  entei-prise.  It  had 
become  evident  that  neither  the  partners  nor  the 
cemetery  could  remove  the  encumbrance  on  thelaige 
tract  which  had  belonged  to  the  Schermerhorn  farm, 
and  this  fact  rested  like  an  incubus  on  every  effort  to 
proceed.  Xo  report  has  been  preserved  of  the  ear- 
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1811.  nest  and  anxious  deliberations  of  that  little  conclave. 

' ‘ ' Yet  we  can  well  conceive  with  what  painful  regret 

they  contemplated  tlie  failure  of  their  high  endeavor, 
and  the  extinction  of  so  many  hopes.  The  whole 
Eeferenoo  subject  was  finally  referred  to  a committee,  consisting 
mitteo.  of  Messrs.  YaN  "\YaGEXEX,  StEBBIXS,  Ha5EMOXD,  Gx»k, 
and  Pieeeepoxt. 


On  the  5th  of  June  following  the  Trustees  met, 
and  Mr.  Yan  Wagexex,  for  the  committee,  made  a 

Mr.  Van  long  and  minute  report.  In  considering  the  question 

Wagenen's 

Eopoit.  whether  it  was  practicable  and  expedient,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  to  open  to  the  public  for  burial 
purposes  those  parts  of  the  ground  which  Avere  actu- 
ally disencumbered,  the  committee  had  made  a care- 
ful examination  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
cemetery  company,  and  found  its  liabilities  to  be  as 
follows : 

The  flnan-  Cemetery  bonds  on  account  of  land  purchases,  issued 
during  the  year  ending  July  1,  IStO,  and  payable 


according  to  provisions  of  the  charter $25,933  49 

Bonds  for  land  purchases,  payable  at  specific  periods.  4,816  33 

Bonds  for  money  advanced  by  the  five  Trustees 4,500  00 

Purchase-money  due  Garret  Bergen 13,084  40 

Bonds  and  mortgages  which  the  Companv*  had  as- 
sumed to  pay 1,653  00 

Due  to  the  Comptroller 1,827  41 

Bills  rendered  and  due 4,000  00 

Balance  claimed  by  Mr.  Beacli 1,316  67 

Cash  required  on  the  Dean  and  Ibbotson  land 5,000  00 

For  fencing,  probably 4,500  00 

Total $72,681  30 
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In  tlie  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  chief  difficulty  9 S41. 
of  the  cemetery  company  at  that  time  consisted  not 
in  the  twenty-six  thousand  dollars  of  bonds,  but  in  S'ncour- 

, rr\  1 i • agement. 

the  cash  indebtedness.  To  carry  on  the  enterprise 
would  require,  they  thought,  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
a year,  without  making  any  payments  to  the  general 
boiid-holdere.  If  the  latter  would  consent  to  this,  it 
would  not  only  relieve  the  Trustees,  but  would  ulti- 
mately benefit  those  who  held  the  bonds.  Though 
the  embarrassments  of  the  institution  were  many 
and  great,  the  committee  did  not  despair.  By 
the  exercise  of  due  vigor  and  economy,  the  great 
object  of  the  organization  would  yet  be  accom- 
plished. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  although  the  fact  does  not 
appear  from  the  official  record,  that  the  Trustees  at 
this  time  were  intending  to  go  on  with  the  cemetery, 
without  including  the  Schermerhorn  land.  However 
this  may  have  been,  the  aspect  of  affairs  in  reference 
to  that  property  soon  underwent  a change.  The 
raorto-ao'e  was  foreclosed,  and  the  partners  in  the  pur-  schennor- 
chase  lost  all  that  they  had  advanced.  The  property  niortgngo, 

. . 1 offers 

reverted  to  its  original  owner,  and  was  again  in  tne  the  land  at 

° ^ a great  ro- 

inarket.  The  land  which,  three  years  before,  had 
been  appraised  at  over  six  hundred  dollars  an  acre, 
was  now  offered  for  three  hundred  dollars.  Here, 
indeed,  was  a chance  for  Green-AV ood,  if  it  only  want  of 
had  the  money.  Even  its  promise  to  pay  would 
have  been  taken  by  the  accommodating  proprie- 
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1811.  tor,  if  accompanied  by  undoubted  collateral  secu- 
rity. 

Theoerae-  Jn  tbc  autumu  of  1841  arrangements  ^yere  made 

icry  is  en-  ^ 

paUsaV/  “ for  enclosing  tbe  cemetery.  An  abundance  of  cedar 
trees  growing  on  tbe  grounds  furnished  all  the  posts 
required.  Heavy  pine  paling  for  two  miles  of  fence 
was  brought  from  Oswego  County,  by  the  order  of 
Mr.  PiEKKEPOirr,  to  be  paid  for,  if  ever,  when  the 
cemetery  should  be  able.  This  debt  was  finally  paid 
in  cemetery  lots  for  family  use. 
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1842. 

Ix  January,  1842,  tlie  Trustees  were  encouraged  i§42. 
l)v  a subscription  for  one  bundred  lots  from  St.  Ann’s ' 
Cburcb  in  BrooHyn,  an  event,  at  that  dark  time,  none  fake^one 
the  less  cheering  that  it  afterwards,  for  a time,  fell 
tbrongb. 

In  the  March  which  followed,  an  incident  occurred, 
supposed,  at  the  time,  to  be  disastrous  to  the  ceme- 
tery, but  which  proved,  in  reality,  most  auspicious  to 
its  interests.  From  the  beginning:,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Mr-  J-  -a. 

° Perry  ac- 

Peeey  had  shown  a warm  regard  for  the  cemetery  mana-e-® 
project,  and  had  given  to  it  such  attention  and  aid 
as  the  demands  of  an  engrossing  piu’suit  would  allow. 

Had  that  business  continued  prosperous,  it  is  not 
hkely  that  his  relations  to  Green-'Wood  would  mate- 
rially have  changed.  In  this  emergency,  however, 
of  his  own  affairs  and  of  Green-’Wood,  he  yielded  to 
the  request  of  friends,  who  well  knew  his  business 
energy  and  skill,  that  he  would  devote  his  whole 
time  to  the  concerns  of  the  cemetery.  The  happy 
consequences  of  this  arrangement  soon  appeared, 
and  have  been  growing  more  and  more  manifest  ever 
since. 

To  bring  the  cemetery  directly  and  prominently 
7 
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1842.  before  the  public,  and  to  make  tbe  suggested  measure 
' feasible,  Mr.  Perry  took  tbe  necessary  steps  for  calling 
Public  a general  meeting  of  Brooklyn  citizens.  It  was  held 
Crook  lyn.  on  tbe  evening  of  March  14,  1842,  in  tbe  Beformed 
Dutch  Church,  Henry  street.  After  addresses  had 
been  made  by  civilians  and  by  clergymen  of  several 
denominations,  nearly  one  hundred  lots  were  condi- 
tionally subscribed  for  on  the  spot.  For  the  call  and 
names  of  the  signers,  and  for  the  constitution  and  ac- 
tion of  this  influential  meeting,  see  Appendix,  P art 
Thii’d,  Ho.  YIII. 

As  it  was  impossible  for  the  Trustees  to  give  deeds 
of  the  ground  while  it  was  burdened  with  legal  liens, 
it  was  evident  that  no  further  progress  could  be  made 
until  these  encumbrances,  or  some  part  of  them, 
picn  for  lib-  should  be  removed.  It  was  resolved,  therefore,  that 
hundred  at  least  a hundred  acres  of  the  ground  should  be  lib- 

acres  or  the  . , ^ 1 i 

ground.  erated,  if  possible,  and  that  no  subscription  tor  lots 
should  be  binding  until  this  was  accomplished.  To 
make  this  sure,  and  to  obtain  the  confldenee  of  the 
Committee  public,  Mcssrs.  CooK  and  Siinn,  of  the  Trustees,  were 
subscrip-  appointed  a committee  to  receive  subscriptions  on  the 
conditions  named.  On  the  Gth  of  May,  1842,  this 
A circular  Committee  put  forth  a circular,  announcing  that  the 
subscriptions  for  burial-lots  were  “ sufficient,  when 
paid,  to  enable  them  to  open  a portion  of  the  grounds 
consisting  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  acres,  lying  in 
a body,  entirely  free  from  encumbrance,  and  to  deliver 
deeds  for  all  lots  within  these  bounds.”  The  subscri- 
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bera  ■^ere  requested  to  make  immediate  payment.  1842. 
See  Appendix,  Part  Third,  No.  IX.  ' 


At  a meeting  of  the  Trustees  (April  29tb)  an  im- 
portant report  was  made  by  Mr.  Perry,  as  cbainnan 
of  the  standing  committee,  giving  notice  of  an  ar- 
rangement with  Scbermerborn  for  the  purchase  ofTheScher- 

merhorn 

eighty-five  acres  at  $350  per  acre,  instead  of  $300,  as 
at  first  oflered ; thii*ty-three  of  said  acres  to  be  deeded 
on  receiving  bonds  of  the  churches  for  $10,000,  and 
the  remainder  to  be  made  over  within  six  years,  in 
small  parcels,  as  payments  should  come  in.  The  re-  Two  hnn- 

^ ^ ^ dreil  lots 

port  also  stated  that  Christ  Church  and  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  Brooklyn,  had  each  taken 
one  himdred  lots  in  the  cemetery,  at  $40  a lot,  for 
which  they  woidd  give  their  bonds,*  The  same  com- 
mittee had  arranged  for  the  jDurchase  of  all  other 
necessary  parcels  of  ground,  excepting  eight  lots  be- 
longing to  J.  M,  Marsh,  twenty  gores  of  T.  Chagot, 

* The  idea  of  selling  ground  to  churches  and  associations  was  no 
part  of  the  original  plan.  The  real  object  was  to  provide  a resting- 
place  for  families — little  enclosures,  where  those  who  had  boon  united 
by  kindred  ties  in  life,  might  in  death  lie  down  side  by  side.  When 
the  project  of  selling  to  the  churches  was  first  brought  forward,  it 
met  with  serious  objections  in  the  Board.  But  there  was  a necessity 
in  the  case,  which  overcame  all  scruples.  Though  it  was  a consent 
of  poverty  rather  than  of  the  will,  excellent  reasons  were  assigned  for 
the  consideration  of  the  religious  societies.  As  a merely  financial 
measure  it  was  benefieial  to  the  cemetery,  if  not,  indeed,  essential  to 
its  progress.  In  other  respects  it  can  hardly  be  considered  a success. 

In  this  matter  the  ecclesiastical  esprit  de  corps  was  not  quite  so  strong 
as  had  been  supposed.  As  a general  thing,  the  individual  members 
of  churches  and  parishes  preferred  to  make  their  selections  from  the 
whole  ground,  rather  than  to  be  shut  up  to  any  particular  portion. 
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1§42.  and  ten  lots  of  D.  L.  Jones,  all  of  whicli  were  held  at 
' exorbitant  i^rices.  Belie\dng  that  these  would  even- 
tually come  in,  the  committee  advised  that  lots  should 
be  sold  without  reference  to  these  nnpurehasable 

patches. 

Under  these  more  encoui-aging  prospects,  the  com- 
mittee labored  with  new  energy.  But  1842,  as  many 
well  remember,  was  the  hardest  of  those  hard  years 
Theceme-  which  followod  the  revulsion  of  1837.  There  seemed 
strait^  -to  be  Bcai’cely  any  business,  or  money,  or  credit.  The 
money  subscribed  for  cemetery  lots  came  in  slowly, 
and,  after  every  effort  had  been  made,  seven  acres  of 
the  requhed  hundred  were  still  unreheved.  Here 
was  another  crisis,  for  unless  this  difficulty  were  re- 
moved, the  money  already  received  must  be  refunded, 
and  the  cemetery  would  be  hopelessly  dead. 

While  in  this  perplexity.  Mi’.  Peeky  called  one  day 
Eeiiovcd.  on  Mr.  Gakket  Bergen,  and  found  the  old  man  sit- 
ting  under  the  ancient  tree  which  shaded  his  door. 
The  condition  of  affahs  was  explained  to  him,  and  he 
was  asked  whether  he  woidd  release  from  legal  ties 
the  needed  seven  acres,  and  trust  the  good  faith  and 
ability  of  the  company  for  payment.  This,  certainly, 
was  asking  a good  deal,  considering  the  uncertainties 
of  the  experiment,  and  the  fact  that  his  interest 
money  had  not  heen  paid. 


Mr.  Bergen  called  his  sons — the  proposal  was 
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briefly  disexis5ed — and  then  tbe  little  family  council, 
Trith  a directness  wbicb  reminds  us  of  patriarchal 
simplicity  and  honor,  gave  its  cheerful  assent.  Let 
this  generous  act,  which  rescued  the  sinking  institu- 
tion, and  set  it  forward  on  its  way  to  prosperity,  be 
long  remembered  to  their  praise.  See  Appendix, 
Part  Second,  hTo,  II. 

In  the  course  of  this  summer  some  real  progress 
was  made.  In  August  Mr.  Perry  was  chosen  Yiee- 
President,  stdl  retaining  the  active  management  of 
the  cemetery  afiau’s.  Public  notice  was  given  that 
the  cemeteiy  was  open  for  sale  of  lots  and  for  inter- 
ments. Partial  arrangements  were  made  for  a formal 
opening  and  public  consecration  of  the  grounds,  and 
Chancellor  Kext  was  requested  to  deliver  an  address 
on  the  occasion. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  1842,  Samuel  IST.  Bur- 
rill,  whose  informal  connection  with  the  cemetery 
has  already  been  mentioned,  was  appointed  by  the 
standing  committee  Superintendent  of  Interments, 
his  compensation  to  consist  of  the  fees  which  might 
accrue.  Mr.  Burrill  held  this  position  about  five 
months. 

At  the  close  of  this  season  twenty  tombs  had 
been  constructed  in  Green-Wood,  and  there  had 
been,  including  removals,  one  himdred  and  sixty-two 
interments. 


1842. 


Openinjiof 
the  ceme- 
tery adver- 
tised. 


Proposed  in- 
angui'atiou. 


Snpcrinten 
dent  of  In- 
terments. 
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At  tlie  meeting  of  tlie  Trustees  on  the  27th  of  De- 
cember, 1842,  the  standing  committee  was  authorized 
to  issue  bonds  for  such  claims  on  the  company,  pay- 
able on  demand,  as  the  claimants  may  be  willing  so 
to  arrange. 

It  was  resolved  to  be  expedient  to  set  apart  the 
groxmd  by  religious  and  other  appropriate  services, 
and  committees  were  appointed  to  fix  the  day  and  to 
make  all  arrangements  for  the  solemnity." 

At  the  meeting  of  lot-owners,  December  5th,  1842, 
the  financial  statement  presented  by  3Ir.  Perry  rep- 
resented the  special  liabilities  of  the  cemetery  com- 

A finfinciftl  ^ 

Buitement.  pg^j^y  gg  amounting  to  $56,288  99.  The  amount  of 
general  bonds  issued  and  about  to  be  issued,  with  ac- 
crued  interest,  was  $51,857  37,  making  the  aggregate 
of  liabilities,  at  that  time,  $108,146  36. 

* The  proposed  ceremonial  never  took  place.  One  consideration 
after  another  suggested  delay,  until  the  institution  had  become  so 
well  established  as  to  make  any  formal  inauguration  unseasonable  and 
needless. 


1842. 


Entrance  and  Keeper’s  Lodge — 1845 
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Although  a great  work  yet  remained  to  be  done,  1843. 
tbe  serious  troubles  of  tbe  cemetery  were  now  over, 
Henceforth  tbe  tenor  of  its  way  is  comparatively  p?o^. 
smooth.  The  discipline  of  its  infancy  had  been  se- 
vere, but  who  can  say  that  it  was  not  salutary  ? 


That  a great  change  had  come  over  the  condi- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  institution  is  evinced  by 
the  fact  that,  diming  the  year  1843,  no  special 
meeting  of  the  Trustees  was  found  necessary.  In 
the  cemetery  itself,  the  influence  of  an  efficient 


and  vigilant  administration  was  strikingly  seen. 
The  fencing-stnff,  which  had  been  ready  and  wait- 


ing for  a year,  was  made  into  a strong  enclosure 
of°  the  ground.  A rustic  cottage  for  the  keeper,  rcn«^cot- 
a rustic  bell-tower,  lodge,  and  gate,  guarded  and  tower,  gate, 
adorned  the  only  entrance,  and  by  their  tasteful 
simplicity  commanded  general  admii’ation.  The  neg- 
lected road,  the  ground  everywhere  unsightly  with  ^ 


stones  and  stumps  and  rubbish,  the  stagnant  ponds, 
and  noisome  swamps,  all  demanded  and  received 
vast  amount  of  care  and  labor.  Those  who  had  been 
familiar  with  Green-Wood  in  its  squalid  attire,  and 
who  knew  how  scanty  still  were  its  pecuniary  means, 


u 
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saw  witli  pleasure,  and  not  without  wonder,  its  rapid 
transformation  to  a scene  of  neatness  and  l>eauty. 


It  needs  but  a glanee  at  the  financial  report  of  the 
Trustees,  to  show  how  small,  at  this  time,  was  the 
pecuniary  ability  of  the  cemetery.  Had  we  no  other 
evidence  than  is  furnished  by  these  figures,  we  might 
safely  say  that  the  institution  was  successfully  carried 
through  the  years  1843  and  1844,  only  by  the  exer- 
cise of  great  economy  and  care  on  the  part  of  those 
who  managed  it,  as  well  as  of  considerable  patience 
and  hope  on  the  part  of  contractors,  employes,  and 
creditors.  It  was  not,  indeed,  until  1845  that  the 
receipts  from  sales  of  the  ground  began  to  bear  any 
just  proportion  to  the  annual  expenses. 


At  the  Trustee  meeting  of  December  4, 1843,  some 
changes  were  made  in  the  government  of  the  institu- 
tion. Mr.  Pierrepont  resigned  as  Comptroller,  and 
Mr.  Terry  was  made  Yice-President.  Mr.  Perrv,  who  had 

takes  the  of-  * 

been  Yice-President,  was  chosen  Comptroller, — an 
aiTangement  which  has  continued,  by  successive 
re-elections,  to  the  present  time. 

Lawn-Girt  Same  meetuig,  the  standing  committee  was 

authorized  to  convey  to  the  executors  of  Hezekiah 
B.  Pierrepont  twenty  lots  of  Green-lVood  ground. 
This  was  in  payment  of  the  bill  for  fencing  the  ceme- 
tery, an  exj)ensc  which  had  been  assumed  by  Mr. 
Henry  E.  Pierrepont,  several  years  before.  The 
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spot  selected  as  tlie  burial-place  of  the  Pierrepont 
family  was  the  crown  of  a symmetrical  eminence, 
now  known  as  Lawn-Girt  Hill.  The  example  thus 
set  has  repeatedly  been  followed,  and  these  large 
enclosm-es,  most  of  which  are  circular  or  elliptical, 
constitute  one  of  the  most  characteristic  and  beauti- 
ful features  of  Green-Wood. 
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1844.  Ilf  the  autumn  of  1844,  applications  for  gi’ound  in 
the  cemetery  were  made  by  certain  Lodges  of  the 
Odd  Fellows’  Association.  It  was  not  ^vithout  some 
hesitation,  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  that  consent 
was  given.  Like  the  sales  to  churches,  it  went  coun- 
ter to  the  original  intent  of  the  project 013.  For  this 
reason,  and  perhaps  on  some  other  accounts,  it  caused 
no  deep  regret  that  the  majority  of  such  associations 
were  induced,  by  considerations  of  cheapness,  to 
secure  lots  in  other  cemeteries. 


Important 

f)urcliaBO  of 
and. 


At  a meeting  on  the  2d  of  September,  1844,  the 
standing  committee  reported  a further  purchase  of  land 
from  Abraham  Schermerhom,  at  three  himdred  and 
fifty  dollars  an  acre.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  Property 
Map  that  the  nine  acres  thus  bought,  intervening,  as 
they  did,  between  the  Fifth  Avenue  and  the  ceme- 
tery, were  essential,  not  only  to  its  looks,  but  to  its 
convenience.  The  purchase  was  indeed  absolutely 
necessary  to  secm’e  an  entrance  from  the  avenue  into 
the  cemetery.  After  this  ground  was  obtained,  the 
entrance,  which  had  been  north  of  the  keeper’s  lodge, 
and  on  land  not  belonging  to  the  cemetery,  was  mpved 
a little  fixrther  south,  and  the  keeper’s  lodge  was  con- 
siderably enlarged. 


Entrance — 184S. 
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In  tlie  summer  of  this  year,  the  remains  of  De  1844. 
W ITT  Clintox,  removed  by  order  of  his  family  from 
Albany  to  Green-Wood,  were  placed,  temporarily,  in  Eemainsof 
the  tomb  of  Mr.  Le  Koy,  upon  Bay  Grove  Hill.  In 
expectation  of  this  event,  the  Trustees  had  previously  wS 
voted  to  set  apart  a piece  of  ground  for  the  final 
reception  of  the  rehcs,  and  for  a suitable  monument. 

A subscription  was  soon  after  opened  for  the  erection 
of  such  a memorial,  the  sum  of  $2,100  was  jiledged, 
and  here  the  matter  rested  for  five  years.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  if  this  slight  effort  in  the  city  of  Hew 
York  had  touched  and  roused  the  slumbering  grati- 
tude of  the  people,  movements  for  a monument  to 
Clinton  were  made  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

In  1848  the  Clinton  Monmnent  Association  was  incor-  »cunton 

Moimnicnt 

porated,  and  entered  on  its  work  with  an  earnestness 
which  seemed  to  promise  much.  A special  committee, 
consisting  of  Luthek  Beadish,  Millaed  Fillmoee, 
and  W iLLiAAi  Paemelee,  was  appointed  “ to  ascertain 
the  probable  expense  of  a suitable  monument  to  be 
erected  to  the  memory  of  He  Witt  Clinton;  and 
the  form  and  material  for  such  monument;  and 
whether  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  would  consent 
to  the  removal  of  his  remains  to  the  place  selected 
for  such  monument ; and  where,  and  on  what  terms, 
suitable  land  could  be  obtained  for  the  erection  of 
the  same.” 

Mr.  CnAELES  A.  Clinton,  in  behalf  of  the  family, 
replied  that  the  remains  of  his  father  could  not  be 
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1844.  removed  from  Green-Wood.  This  circumBtance  in- 
" duced  the  committee  to  recommend  that  the  projjosed 

erection  should  be  civic  rather  than  (sej/uLchral,  and 
that  it  should  he  located,  not  in  a cemetery,  but 
in  some  city  or  public  place.  A triumphal  arch,  to 
was  built  on  he  surmounted  by  a statue  of  Cllstox,  was  the  form 

paper, 

adopted,  and  the  small  esplanade  of  the  Capitol,  at 
Albany,  was  the  spot  selected.  James  Eenwick  fur- 
nished a plan  and  picture  of  the  proposed  edifice, 
and  estimates  of  cost,  varying  with  the  size,  from 
$47,000  to  $93,000. 

While  the  question  of  location  had  been  pending, 
three  cemeteries  and  six  large  towns  had  contended 
earnestly  for  the  honor.  They  lost  but  little  in  their 
failure.  The  enterprise  went  no  further,  and  a “ per- 
ished pamphlet”  is  all  that  remains  of  the  great 
triumphal  arch. 

This  result,  foreseen,  at  least,  and  the  decision 
thus  made  known  that  the  relics  of  the  great  states- 
man would  not  be  removed  from  Green-Wood,  natu- 
mfccSui”'^  rally  led  to  a revival  of  the  efibrt  to  place  a suitable 
nIw  York,  monument  over  his  grave.  At  the  request  of  several 
gentlemen  interested  in  the  object,  and  acting  as 
a committee  on  behalf  of  subscribei*s  to  the  work, 
Henry  K.  Henet  K.  Beowx  fumished  a design.  His  model 

JJrown’s  ~ 

^ statue,  to  be  executed  in  bronze,  was  seen  and 
approved  by  numerous  amateui's  and  artists,  and  was 
adopted  by  the  subscribers.  The  smn  required  was 


GKEEN-WOOD  CEMETEKT. 


49 


soon  obtained,  and  the  artist  proceeded  to  execute  tlie  1§44. 
work.  Having  completed  at  bis  studio,  in  Brooklyn, 
a clay  model  to  tbe  satisfaction  of  bis  employers,  be 
took  tbe  plaster  copy  to  tbe  foundry  of  Ames,  at 
Cbicopee,  Massachusetts,  wbere  it  was  cast  in  bronze. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  to  tbe  credit  botb  of  sculptor 
and  founder,  that  this  was  tbe  first  large  and  really 
successful  casting  of  bronze  statuary  in  our  country. 

Tbe  colossal  statue,  when  finished,  was  placed  for  a 
short  time  in  front  of  tbe  City  Hall  of  Hew  York, 
and  thence  removed  to  its  present  position  in  Green- 
Wood,  on  tbe  central  mound  of  Bay-Side  Dell.  It 
is  a truthful  and  dignified  representation  of  tbe 
illustrious  original,  and,  though  no  other  monument 
should  rise  to  bis  memory,  will  bear  testimony,  in 
distant  times,  that  tbe  contemporaries  of  Clmton 
were  not  all  ungrateful.  See  Appendix,  Part  First, 

Ho.  HI. 
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Restrictions 
on  inter- 
ments. 


New  ar- 
j*angcmont 
in  regard  to 
the  bonds. 


1845. 

From  a statement  made  to  the  Board  by  the  Comp- 
troller, Jan.  18th,  1845,  w'c  learn  that  attempts  had 
been  made  to  get  lots  in  the  cemetery  with  a view 
to  private  gain,  by  reselling  or  othenvise.  To  pre- 
vent all  such  perversion  of  the  design,  a resolve  was 
passed  “ that  all  interments  in  lots  shall  be  restricted 
to  the  members  of  the  family  and  relatives  of  the 
proprietors  thereof,  unless  special  permission  to  the 
contrary  be  obtained  in  writing  fi’om  the  Comp- 
troller;” and  also,  that  a restriction  to  this  effect 
should  be  inserted  in  the  deeds  of  all  lots  sold  to 
individuals.  But  for  this  salutary  restraint,  specula- 
tion, with  its  selfish  and  baleful  influences,  would 
undoubtedly  long  since  have  worked  its  way  into  the 
hallowed  precincts  of  Green-Wood. 

In  accordance  with  a proposition  from  Mr.  TTm. 
A.  White,  who  was  a large  holder  of  the  original 
cemetery  bonds,  an  arrangement  in  regard  to  them 
was  this  year  effected,  which  proved  exceedingly 
benefleial  to  the  enterprise.  Tliose  bonds,  as  origin- 
ally  given,  were  indefinite  as  to  time  of  jiayment, 
but  pledged  toAvard  their  licpiidation  one-half  of  the 
annual  receipts.  With  this  condition  the  straitened 
circumstances  of  the  company  had  made  it  impossible 
to  comply.  Nothing  had  been  paid,  and  the  interest 
for  five  yearn  had  been  accumulating.  Under  the 
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new  aiTangemeat,  the  bonds  were  payable  in  three,  1845. 
five,  and  seven  years,  with  interest  semi-annually.  ' 

All  the  back  interest  down  to  July,  1814,  was  given 
in.  This  change  was  a saving  to  the  cemetery  of  Beneachu 
several  thousand  dollars. 

At  this  meeting  Mr.  Zebedee  Cook  resigned  the 
Presidency,  and  received  the  thanks  of  his  co-trustees 
for  the  earnest  and  efficient  service  which  he  had 
rendered  to  the  institution.  Mr.  Eobeet  Eat,  who, 
at  the  fii’st  organization  of  the  Board,  had  declined 
the  appointment,  was  elected  to  succeed  him.  For- 
tunately for  tlie  cemetery,  Mr.  Eay’s  modesty  no 
longer  compelled  him  to  refuse  a position  which  he 
has  ever  since  held  so  satisfactorily  to  all. 

• Yista  Hill,  one  of  those  gentle,  rounded  swells,  vista  Hni 

^ o / to  tho 

in  which  Green-Mood  abounds,  had  been  bought, 
during  the  winter  of  1844r-5,  by  the  Church  of  the 
Saviour,  Pierrepont  street,  Brooklyn.  The  lots  around 
the  circumference  were  sold  to  members  of  the  par- 
ish, and  a circular  area  in  the  centre  was  reserved 
for  the  Lord’s  poor.  On  the  18th  of  September, 

1845,  this  enclosure  was  consecrated  to  its  future  use,  conscera- 

’ tion  of  Vista 

in  the  presence  of  a large  concourse.  The  Eev.  Me.  li'"- 
Faeley,  pastor  of  the  church,  and  tlie  Eev.  John 
PiEEPOKT,  conducted  the  exercises,  which  were  highly 
appropriate  and  impressive.  See  Appendix,  I’art 
First,  Ho.  lY. 
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1845.  So  far  as  religious  solemnities  and  formal  rites  are 
' necessary  for  consecration,  Vista  Hill  is  the  only  con- 
secrated  ground  in  Green-TVood.*  Ho  one,  however, 
imagines  that  this  inaugural  ceremony  was  consid- 
ered, even  by  those  who  engaged  in  it,  as  imparting 
to  the  spot  any  peculiar  sanctity.  That  superstitious 
belief  in  a ceremonially  imparted  sacredness,  which 
has  shown  itself  so  often  and  so  odiously  in  unchris- 
tian acts  of  exclusion,  is  not  the  creed  of  those  who 
founded  Green-Wood,  or  of  the  great  community 
“wiiat’s  who  have  selected  it  for  their  last  home.  In  their 

hallowed, 

ground?”  yiew,  if  we  mistake  not,  it  ha^  had  ample  consecra- 
tion in  the  generous  motives  which  led  to  its  estab- 
lishment— in  the  tender  and  imceasing  care  which 
has  kept  and  guarded  it — in  the  genial  influences  of 
its  own  earth  and  sky — and,  above  all,  in  those  trea- 
sm’es,  once  so  dear,  which  have  been  confided  to  its 
trust. 


“ That’s  hallowed  ground,  where,  mourned  and  missed. 
The  lips  repose  our  love  has  kissed.” 


* We  must  except  also  the  sepulchre  and  monument  of  ITiss  Canda, 
which  have  received  the  blessing  of  the  Romish  Church. 


I 
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Dckestg  tlie  year  1846  the  cemetery  continued  to  l§46. 
make  progress.  More  than  four  himdi’ed  lots  were 
sold.  There  were  eight  hundred  and  twelve  inter- 
ments.  The  receipts  from  various  sources  amounted 
to  a little  more  than  $38,000.  To  enable  the  Cor- 
poration to  hold  more  land,  an  amendment  to  the 
charter  was  passed  by  the  Legislature.  See  Appen- 
dix, Part  Tliird,  I^o.  X. 

The  records  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Standing 
Committee  for  the  year  make  no  mention  of  any 
thing  special  or  peculiar.  At  the  only  meeting  of 
the  Trustees  (Dec.  7th),  the  Comptroller  was  author- 
ized to  convey  to  the  family  of  Cornehus  Bergen, 
deceased,  a cemetery  lot,  “in  consideration  of  ser- 
vices rendered  by  the  deceased,  in  procuring  amend- 
ments to  the  charter,  while  a member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State.”  This  small  tribute  to  the  Bergen  A tribute  to 

the  Bergens. 

name  had  been  well  deserved,  as  appears  elsewhere. 

At  the  election  of  officers  (Dec.  9th),  Mr.  Wm.  Augus-  Wm.  AuguB- 

tus  Wjlite. 

Tus  White  was  placed  on  the  Standing  Committee, 
which  has  enjoyed,  ever  since,  his  valuable  services. 

Until  this  time  the  office  of  Surveyor  had  been 

regarded  as  temporary.  The  Standing  Committee, 

annoyed  by  the  want  of  promptness  and  efficiency  in 

that  department,  and  convinced  that  the  office  would 
9 
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1§4G.  be  a constant  necessity,  resolved  on  procuring  a per- 
^ manent  surveyor,  and  Mr.  William  C.  Moore  was 
appointed.  On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Moore,  soon 
Mr.  Wells  after,  be  was  succeeded  in  tbe  oflSce  by  3Ir.  Lindsay 

chosen  . 

permanent  j 'W'ells,  wbosc  faitbful  and  efficient  services  bave 

Burveyor.  ? 

continued  to  tbe  present  time. 


Arrange- 
ment with 
Robert 
Martin. 


An  arrangement  on  terms  of  joint  partnersbip  was 
made  during  tbe  year  witb  Mr.  Robert  Martin,  for 
publishing,  by  subscription,  a work  descriptive  of  tbe 

Publication  cemetery,  under  tbe  title  of  “Gkeej^-Wood  Illes- 

of  “ Green- 

Wood  Ulus-  teated.”  It  came  out  in  nmnbers,  at  irregular  mter- 
vals,  and  contained  engraved  views  of  tbe  scenery 
and  monuments,  witb  descriptions  of  tbe  same,  ^Ir. 
James  Smilbe,  an  artist  of  tbe  highest  reputation, 
executed  tbe  engravings  from  drawings  made  by 
himself.  Tbe  descriptive  portion  was  furnished  by 
tbe  winter  of  these  pages.  After  tbe  issue  of  two  or 
three  numbers,  tbe  entire  undertaking  was  assumed 
by  Mr.  Martin,  who  agreed  to  carry  it  on  in  tbe 
same  style.  Tbe  work  was  printed  both  in  quarto 
and  fobo  form,  'with  a typographic  and  artistic  beauty 
which,  at  that  time,  was  rare  in  American  pubbea- 
tions,  and  which,  even  now,  has  not  often  been  sur- 
passed. Attractive  in  subject  and  in  execution,  it 
bad  an  extensive  circulation,  and  drew  tbe  attention 
of  many  to  the  superlative  charms  of  tbe  scene  which 
it  depicted  and  described.  While  it  was  confined  to 
Green-AVood,  tbe  work  was  remunerative.  But  Air. 
Martin  extended  bis  plan,  and  proposed  to  bring  in 


style  of  the 
w ork. 
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all  tlie  rural  cemeteries.  His  second  series  related  to  1846. 
Mount  Auburn.  Tbe  work  still  maintained  its  me- 
cbanical  and  pictorial  excellence,  and  was  edited  by  |ucS^. 
a Boston  lady,  whom  Dr.  Bigelow  bad  recommended 
for  tbe  task.  Tbe  field,  however,  as  compared  with 
Hew  York,  was  limited;  tbe  sales  fell  off  rapidly, 
and  tbe  publisher,  after  incurring  a heavy  loss,  sus- 
pended the  issue.  See  Appendix,  Part  First,  Ho.  Y. 
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At  a meeting  of  the  Trustees,  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1817,  the  Standing  Committee  reported  that 
sixty-iiTo  they  had  bought,  of  John  G.  and  Garret  G.  Bergen, 

acres  bought  . . . , , • 3 r* 

of  the  a tract  adiomma:  the  southwestern  side  ot  the  ceme* 

Uergens.  ° 

tery.  This  valuable  purchase  added  to  Green-'ST ood 
a tract  of  sixty-five  acres,  extending  from  the  Fifth 
Avenue  to  the  Brookl^m  City  line.  The  price  was 
$310  an  acre.  The  land  was  paid  for  in  six  per  cent, 
cemetery  bonds,  running  from  four  to  six  years.  At 
Gift  to  Col-  this  meeting  the  Comptroller  was  authorized  to  give 
four  lots  to  the  Asylum  for  Colored  Orphans. 


WESTEEN  ENTEAMOE. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  Standing  Committee  was 

Awostern  empowered  to  buy  such  land  as  might  be  necessary 

Gntrtvnc©  rc* 

solved  on.  to  secure  another  entrance  to  the  cemetery,  near 

Eeasons. 

its  southwestern  corner.  The  circumstances  which 
made  this  action  necessaiy  are  briefly  stated  by  the 
Trustees  in  their  general  Eeport  of  Eeceipts  and 
Expenditures,  pages  73,  71.  Owing  to  the  financial 
weakness  of  the  institution,  the  Trustees  were  un- 
able, in  the  outset,  to  secure  the  land  wliich  adjoined 
the  original  entrance,  and  other  reasons  prevented 
them  from  getting  it  afterward.  This  ground,  almost 
up  to  the  gate  of  the  cemetery,  Avas  sold  or  rented  to 
pemons  who  ojAened  places  of  entertainment.  These 
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establisliments  grew  more  and  more  profitable  to  1847. 
their  keepers,  and  more  and  more  annoying  to  the 
cemetery,  as  the  visitors  of  Green-Wood  increased  in  nidsancL 
number.  On  Sundays,  especially,  when  funerals  are 
most  fi-equent,  afllicted  mourners  were  often  shocked, 
at  the  very  threshold  of  the  ground,  by  sights  and 
sounds  of  drunken  carousal.  To  escape  from  this 
intolerable  nuisance,  another  entrance  was  resolved 
on.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  proceed  with  cau- 
tion. 17o  pubhc  intimation  of  the  intended  change 
was  given  irntil  the  land  adjoining  the  new  approach 
had  been  so  far  secured  as  to  prevent  a repetition  of 
the  evil.  For  this  new  gate  the  southwestern  corner 
was  taken  from  necessity  rather  than  choice.  The 
Trustees  were  sorry  to  go  so  far,  but  at  that  time 
they  could  enter  nowhere  else.  Increased  distance, 
however,  was  not  the  only  objection  to  this  south- 
western corner.  Before  a proper  entrance  could  be 
effected  there,  a vast  amount  of  excavation  and  of  Difficulties 

’ of  the 

grading  was  required.  Those  who  have  known  the  ground, 
place  only  since  it  was  opened  for  visitors,  can  have 
but  a faint  conception  of  its  previous  aspect,  or  of  the 
work  which  was  done  there. 

On  the  right  of  this  gate  a handsome  wooden 
building  was  erected,  containing  a resting-place  for  Do^ription 
visitors,  and  offices  for  the  employes.  It  had  a fine 
tower,  with  a bell,  a clock,  and  projecting  clock-face. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  gate  stood  the  porter’s  lodge 
— also  a two-storied  building.  The  broad  space  in 
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i§47.  front  of  tlie  gate  was  tliickly  planted,  on  the  northern 
^ side,  with  spruces  and  pines,  which  have  since  become 
a tall,  dense  thicket  of  evergreens,  and  from  which, 
as  from  a nursery,  many  large  trees  have  already 
been  taken,  to  protect  and  adorn  the  new  northern 
entrance.  On  the  southern  side,  not  far  from  the 
gate,  a tasteful  well-house  offered  its  cool,  pure  water 
to  the  thirsty  visitor.  Still  farther  do^vn  stood  a 
comfortable  cottage,  occupied  by  the  superintendent 
of  the  workmen.  Below  this,  and  outside  of  the 
ground  owned  by  the  cemetery,  omnibuses  and  pub- 
lic vehicles  were  required  to  stop.  Such  were  the 
arrangement  and  aspect  of  affairs  in  this  quarter 
after  1850.  An  idea  of  the  general  appearance  of 
this  gateway,  its  structures  and  surroundings,  as  they 
were  seen  with  a beauty  constantly  increasing  for 
about  ten  years,  may  be  obtained  from  the  accom- 
panying cut. 


As  soon  as  the  new  entrance  was  ready,  the  other 
^tefor  gate  was  appropriated  to  funeral  processions,  and 
opened  only  for  them.  The  drinking-shops,  after 
this,  had  but  a sorry  time  of  it.  The  funereal  trains, 
which  brought  them  no  customers,  must  have  seemed 
The  liquor-  doublv  dismal  to  these  outsiders.  Beinsc  unable  to 

venders  ^ ^ 

uisgSiu  endure  so  gloomy  a spectacle,  tliey  soon  abandoned 
the  spot. 


Price  of  lots 
advanced. 


At  the  close  of  1847  an  addition  of  ten  dollars  was 
made  to  the  price  of  each  lot.  Previously  to  this 
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time,  the  lots  had  been  sold  Avithoiit  grading,  for  1§4'S'. 
which  a subsequent  charge  was  made  according  to 
the  labor  required.  This  varied  greatly  in  different 
cases,  and  dissatisfaction  was  no  uncommon  result,  erasing. 
The  additional  ten  dollars  included  the  grading. 

Green-'Wood  unquestionably  owes  much  of  its  pres- 
ent beauty  to  the  judicious  system  of  grading,  which 
was  early  adopted.  The  following  remarks  on  this 
point  appeared  in  1852 : “ In  one  or  two  respects  the  Operation  or 

^ i ^ the  system. 

improvements  and  aiTangements  of  Green-Wood  dif- 
fer, it  is  believed,  from  those  of  the  cemeteries  which 
preceded  it.  One  of  these  is,  that  the  grading  and 
final  shaping  of  the  ground  precedes  the  disposal  of 
the  lots,  and  is  in  no  case  to  be  altered  by  the  pur- 
chaser. The  deforming  effect  of  those  little  terraces 
and  angular  disturbances  of  the  surface,  which  result 
from  leaving  this  work  to  the  taste  and  caprice  of 
individuals,  may  be  seen  in  any  cemetery  which  has 
disregarded  this  important  first  principle.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  Green-Wood  it  will  be  found  that 
nature’s  own  easy  and  graceful  outline  has  been 
retained  or  restored.” 

There  was  an  application  this  year,  from  a commit- 
tee of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  for  the  purchase  of 
ten  acres  in  Green-Wood,  to  be  used  as  burying- 
ground  by  the  members  of  that  association.  It  was  ^ 
deemed  inexpedient  to  sell  so  large  a tract  to  a single 
society.  Besides  other  objections,  it  is  evident  that 
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184’J'.  tlie  right  to  a vote  for  every  lot  which  such  a society 
' would  own,  might  give  to  its  oflScers  an  undue  and 
dangerous  weight. 

Statistics.  The  number  of  interments  for  the  year  1847  was 
1,297.  Of  the  lots,  633  were  sold.  The  gross  re- 
ceipts amounted  to  over  $60,000. 
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1S4=S. 

Excepting  a resolve  authorizing  the  Standing  Com-  184§. 
mittee  to  extend  the  hounds  of  the  cemetery  as  far  as 
Twentieth  street,  if  they  should  think  it  expedient,  and  OommiUee. 
another  resolve,  giving  them  power  to  reserve  from 
sale  such  ground  as  they  might  consider  suitable  for 
a chapel  site  or  for  public  monuments,  there  is  no 
entry  of  special  importance  in  the  record  of  this  year. 

It  Avas,  however,  a busy  year  in  Green-Wood.  The 
statistics  of  1848  give  ample  evidence  that  the  ceme- 
tery was  advancing  in  public  favor,  and  that  there 
was  no  falling  off  in  the  care  which  it  received  from 
its  indefatigable  manager.  The  sale  of  lots  amounted  scaHsOcai 
to  670;  the  munher  of  interments  to  2,025;  the  gross  p™speiity. 
receipts  to  more  than  $85,000.  Some  idea  of  what 
was  going  on  in  the  cemetery  grounds  may  he  derived 
from  the  fact  that  the  item  of  labor,  which  had  been 
about  $20,000  the  year  previous,  amounted,  in  1848, 
to  nearly  $36,000. 


Mr.  Jonathan  Goodhue,  one  of  the  most  esteemed 

members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  died  this  year, 

and  Mr.  Williaxi  IT.  Aspinwall  was  elected  in  his  ^ection  o,r 

vviiiitim  ii« 

place.  For  a notice  of  Mr.  Goodhue,  see  Appendix, 

Part  Second,  I7o,  lA^. 


Experience  having  shown  that  the  first  survey  of 

Gi’een-AVood,  made  in  1840,  had  been  loosely  and 
10 
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Green- Wood 
resurveycd 
by  Edward 
Loylo. 


Great  im- 
portance of 
accurate 
mapping  in 
8UCU  cases. 


inaccurately  performed,  tlie  entire  territory  was  this 
year  resurveyed,  on  trigonometrical  principles,  and 
with  the  most  minute  accuracy.  “ So  exact  and  so 
complete  was  the  execution  of  this  survey,  that  no 
error  of  any  importance  has  been  detected  in  its  lines 
or  angles.”  The  credit  of  this  useful  service  is  due 

O 

to  Ml*.  Edward  Boyle — then  hardly  out  of  his  boy- 
hood— now  one  of  the  city  surveyors  for  the  corpora- 
tion of  New  York.  The  necessity  and  advantage  of 
accurate  mapping,  in  a case  like  this,  is  not  easily 
over-estimated.  It  precludes  the  mistakes  which 
would  otherwise  he  made,  and  the  disputes  which 
would  inevitably  arise  in  regard  to  metes  and  hounds 
among  so  many  thousands  of  small  land-holders.  It 
makes  it  easy  to  determine,  hy  mere  position,  the 
place  of  any  recorded  sepulture,  though  all  other 
memorials  are  wantinsr.  This  consideration  is  of 

O 

special  value  in  its  relation  to  the  public  lots,  where 
there  are  already  thousands  of  single  graves,  to  he 
recognized  only  hy  their  place  in  the  grounds  and  in 
the  record. 
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1849. 

The  Register  of  Interments  for  the  year  contains  l§49. 
3,291  names.  The  lots  sold  were  136.  The  receipts 
on  this  account  were  $61,645.54.  The  hill  of  labor 
amoimted  to  $39,026.10.  Total  receipts,  $97,566.19. 

More  than  a hundred  sketches  of  the  buildings, 
monuments,  and  tomb-fronts  in  Green-Wood  were 
taken  this  year  and  engraved  on  wood,  to  serve  as  wood 

" ° _ Engravings. 

illustrations  of  a Directory  for  the  grounds,  which 
was  then  in  course  of  preparation. 

The  Standing  Committee,  which  had  previously 
been  empowered  to  make  reservations  of  ground  for 
the  erection  of  public  monuments  and  buildings,  re- 
ported that  they  had  selected,  and  reserved  from  sale,  ciiapei  nni. 
a fine  eminence  immediately  west  of  Dale  Water, 
believing  it  to  be  an  eligible  site  for  the  chapel  then 
contemplated.  The  work  of  opening  a new  entrance 
near  the  southwestern  comer  of  the  cemetery  was 
begun  this  year,  and  carried  well  along.  A new  a new  beii. 
bell,  of  greater  power  than  that  which  called  forth 
the  plaintive  apostrophe  of  Aetiiuk  Moeele,*  was 
mounted  on  the  rustic  tower.  This  bell  now  hangs 
over  th'e  northern  gateway. 

In  1849  a volume  was  published,  entitled  “Green- 
* See  Appendix,  Part  First,  No.  II. 
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1849.  "Wood:  a Directory  for  Visitors.”  It  was  a short  and 

' thick  duodecimo,  and  intended  mainly  to  l>e  a guide 

Grecn- 

Dbectory.  ^ud  assistaut  for  those  who  should  visit  the  grounds. 

It  conducted  the  reader  through  all  the  avenues  and 
through  the  most  inviting  paths,  pointing  out  all 
monuments  and  objects  deemed  worthy  of  note,  and 
mentioning  more  fully  those  which  are  important  or 
peculiar.  Side  by  side  with  these  descriptive  notices 
were  placed  the  wood-cuts  already  referred  to.  The 
second  part  of  the  volume  contained  some  twenty 

Biographical  biogi'aphical  sketches,  conspicuous  among  which  are 
the  notices  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  Chancellor  Kent, 
Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  and  Dr.  David  Abeel. 

A large  edition  of  this  work  was  published,  most 
of  which  was  sold  at  the  cemetery  office.  Subse- 
quently, a second  edition  of  the  Directory,  without 
the  biography,  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  way.  It 
is  now  out  of  print,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  find  a copy. 

In  speaking  of  our  own  productions,  we  may  at 
least  be  allowed  to  find  fault.  As  a Directory,  the 
book  in  question  undoubtedly  attempted  too  much. 
It  might  suit  those  who  had  days  to  spend  in  explor- 
ing Green-Wood,  but  was  much  too  particular  for 

Atraidc-  the  visitor  of  an  hour.  Something  of  the  sort  is 

book  needed. 

greatly  needed,  and  is  a matter  of  constant  request. 

The  want  to  Wc  ai’c  glad,  therefore,  to  learn  that  a hand-book  for 

bo  supplied.  - , 

Green-Wood,  of  convenient  form  and  size,  will  soon 
be  ready  for  visitors. 
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1850. 

Ijst  order  to  bring  tlie  annual  accounts  down  to  tbe  i§5o. 

end  of  tbe  year,  tbe  regular  meeting  of  tbe  lot-owners ' y — 

was  changed  from  tbe  first  Monday  in  December  to  Annual 

ineetinar 

tbe  second  "Wednesday  in  March.  By  an  amendment  changed, 
in  tbe  By-Laws,  tbe  President  was  made  an  ex-officio 
member  of  all  tbe  standing  and  all  tbe  special  com- 
mittees of  the  Board. 


In  compliance  with  a memorial  from  tbe  Trustees, 
the  Legislature,  on  tbe  5tb  of  April,  passed  an  act 
containing  some  important  amendments  of  the  Green-  charter 

® amended. 

Wood  charter.  Tbe  first  three  sections  relate  to  tbe 
conveyance  and  tbe  devising  of  burial-lots ; and  tbe 
fourth  section  empowers  the  corporation  to  sell  cer- 
tain outlying  lands  of  which  it  bad  become  possessed. 

See  Appendix,  Part  Third,  No.  XI. 


Four  lots  in  Green-Wood  were  given  this  year  to 
tbe  New  York  Asylum  for  Deaf-Mutes,  and  three 
lots,  in  like  manner,  to  tbe  Brooklyn  Orphan  Asylum. 

In  grateful  remembrance  of  their  first  president, 
and  of  bis  early  and  intimate  connection  with  tbe 
enterprise,  tbe  Trustees  resolved  that  two  lots — to  be 
designated  by  tbe  Standing  Committee — should  be 
given  to  tbe  family  of  Major  David  B.  Douglass, 
deceased ; and  that  said  committee,  after  tbe  remains 


Lota  given 
to  NewYork 
Asylnm  for 
Deaf-Mutes, 
and  to 
Brooklyn 
Orphan 
Aoylum. 


Tributo  of 
roanect  to 
Major 
Douglass. 
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l§50.  of  Major  Douglass  are  deposited  in  the  ground, 
' Y ' should  cause  the  lots  to  he  suitably  enclosed,  and  a 
suitable  monument  to  be  erected  thereon. 

Lots  sold  in  1850 872 

Interments 3,789 

Statistics.  Eeceipts  on  account  of  lots $76,906  28 

Labor  account 58,451  18 

Total  receipts 98,333  45 
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1851. 

UifTiL  1850,  the  hooks,  transactions,  and  accounts 
of  the  institution  were  annually  examined,  with  great 
patience  and  care,  by  auditing  sub-committees  of  the 
Board.  The  accounts,  documents,  and  vouchers  had 
now  become  so  voluminous  as  to  make  this  no  longer 
practicable.  A regular  accountant  was  accordingly 
employed  to  examine  all  the  accounts,  to  compare 
the  expenditures  with  their  vouchers,  and  the  receipts 
for  lots  sold  Tfith  the  deeds  given.  From  that  time 
to  the  present  this  important  task  has  been  faithfully 
executed  by  Mr.  Timothy  T.  Meewin,  under  the  im- 
mediate supervision  and  direction  of  the  Auditing 
Committee. 

Applications  for  grants  of  ground  to  churches  and 
benevolent  societies  having  become  numerous,  the 
whole  subject  was  intrusted  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, with  power  to  grant  or  refuse,  as  in  their 
judgment  should  be  proper. 

The  Eeservoir  on  Fountain  Hill  was  made  this  year, 
and  connected  by  a four-inch  iron  pipe"'"  with  Sylvan 
Lake.  The  water  was  thrown  into  it  by  a steam- 
•worked  forcing-pump,  placed  in  a small  building 
near  the  lake,  A two-inch  pipe  from  the  tank  was 


l§5l. 


T.  T.  Merwin 
appointed 
examiner  of 
accounts. 


Reservoir 
and  water- 
works. 


* In  1853  an  eight-inch  cement  pipe  was  laid  by  its  side. 
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l§5a.  laid  from  Sylvan  Lake  througli  Valley,  Arbor,  and 
Osier  Waters,  and  back  to  tbe  parent  lake.  At  a 
later  period.  Dale  and  Crescent  Waters  were  con- 
nected with  tbe  Eeservoir.  In  several  of  these  ponds 
jets  were  placed. 

The  im-  The  need  of  these  water-works,  and  the  leading 

provement  t t • 

necessap'  motivG  wliich  prompted  their  construction,  are  given 
in  the  General  Eeport  for  the  first  twenty-two  years. 
Having  alluded  to  the  ponds  as  among  the  considera- 
tions which  influenced  the  projectors  in  their  selection 
of  the  site,  the  Eeport  proceeds : “ To  preserve,  there- 
fore, and  to  improve  these  little  lakes,  became  an 
object  of  early  attention.  As  fast  as  could  well  be 
done,  they  were  cleared  out  and  deepened.  Their 
borders  were  graded  and  shaped,  covered  with  ver- 
dure, and  shaded  with  appropriate  foliage.  It  soon 
appeared  that  they  were  liable  to  changes,  which 
marred  their  beauty,  or  even  made  them  ofiensive. 
Every  heavy  rain  left  them  turbid,  and  it  would  be 
long  before  they  cleared  again.  With  the  exception 
of  Sylvan  Water,  they  were  all  liable  to  dry  up  in 
seasons  of  drought.  At  such  times,  the  exhalations 
from  their  desiccated  beds  were  disagreeable  and 
sunit.iry  unwholesoiue.  A proper  regard  to  the  health  and 
lions.  comfort  of  those  who  were  employed  on  the  grounds, 
and  of  the  multitudes  who  frequented  the  cemetery, 
required  that  something  should  be  done.  The  fast 
increasing  population  in  the  vicinity  was  becoming 
sensitive  in  regard  to  all  such  supposed  sources  of 
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malaria,  and  it  seemed  not  unlikely  tkat  tliis  veiy  i§5i. 
natural  apprehension  might  lead  to  municipal  inter-  ' 

vention,  and  to  a compulsory  filling  up  of  the  ponds,” 

“ Under  these  circumstances,  the  Ti’ustees  regarded 
it  as  an  imperative  duty  to  save,  if  possible,  these 
most  attractive  features  of  the  cemetery.  The  first  creation -f 

• Till  T • n reservoir. 

step  m the  plan  adopted  was  the  creation  of  a reser- 
voir on  one  of  the  summits  near  Sylvan  "Water.  * * 

The  experiment  was  perfectly  successful.  The  stag- 
nant waters  became  a circulating  and  healthy  current, 
furnishing  a sure  supply  for  all  the  ponds.  The  jets 
also  which  rise  fi’om  these  several  basins,  though 
intended  mainly  for  ornament,  have  proved  highly 
useful  in  settling  and  clearing  the  water  when  dis- 
colored by  the  action  of  rains.  The  cost  of  these 
water-works,  though  conducted  with  a constant  re- 
gard to  economy,  has  been  very  considerable.  The 
reservoir,  the  engine  and  engine-house,  the  well, 
several  miles  of  iron  and  earthen  pipe, — some  of  it 
large-si^cd, — and  the  excavation  necessary  to  connect 
the  ponds,  are  among  the  items  of  this  expense.  It 
was  an  outlay  in  regard  to  which  the  Trustees  could 
feel  no  hesitation.  Had  they  made  no  efibrt  to  pre- 
serve the  natural  waters  of  Green-Wood,  they  would 
liave  deserved  condemnation  from  the  present  and 
from  all  future  generations.  The  operation  has  more  Benciicini 

° _ results. 

than  saved  those  waters,  for  it  has  endued  them  with 

new  life  and  beaiity.” 

11 
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S§51.  The  well  above  referred  to  was  begun  in  1853. 

^ I will  so  far  anticipate  tlie  course  of  events  as  to 

The  supply 

"®"-  make  a flnisb  of  tbis  matter.  In  dr}*  seasons,  Sylvan 
Water  was  found  to  be  inadequate  to  tbe  demands 
of  tbe  reservoir.  From  general  experience  on  Long 
Island,  it  was  supposed  that  a well  of  large  diameter, 
sunk  only  a few  feet  below  tbe  sea-level,  would  yield 
an  abundant  supply.  Tbe  excavation  was  begun 
witb  a cm’b  twenty  feet  across.  Unfortunately,  tbey 
bad  struck  on  an  argillaceous  deposit  of  extreme 
hardness.  Tbe  digging  was  slow  and  laborious.  As 
tbe  shaft  descended,  it  was  found  necessary  to  insert 
other  and  smaller  cm’bs.  At  about  seventy  feet  from 
tbe  surface,  water  was  reached.  But  tbe  substratum 
there  being  a lively  quicksand,  no  further  excavation 
was  attempted.  Tbe  well  at  its  lower  end  is  six  feet 
in  tbe  clear,  vutb  twenty  feet  of  water.  About  half 
tbe  entire  supply  is  derived  from  tbis  source. 

Tbe  digging  of  tbe  well  occupied  a period  of  two 
years.  In  ISoI,  before  tbe  well  was  quite  done,  an 

Well-house  accidental  fire  destroyed  tbe  wooden  pump-house. 

burned. 

In  rebuilding,  tbe  engine  was  placed  under  tbe  dome 
of  tbe  well,  and  in  a stone  vault  contiguous.  Here  it 
works  safely  and  silently. 

Appoint-  Mr.  D.  H.  McCot  was  appointed  to  tbe  office 

iiiunt  of  Mr. 

McCoy.  of  'book-keeper — a responsible  and  important  posi- 
tion, which  be  still  bolds,  to  tbe  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned. 
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Number  of  lots  sold. . . 
Number  of  interments 
Eeceipts  for  lots  sold. 

Labor  account 

Gross  receipts 


913 

5,234 

$74,537  47 
54,281  04 
104,816  04 


1§51. 


Statistics. 
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This  was  a memorable  year  in  tbe  annais  ot  Green- 
Wood,  for  it  witnessed  tbe  largest  accession  tlxat  had. 
been  made  to  its  territory,  and  the  largest  sale  of  its 
bnrial-plots.  The  addition  was  one  which  had  been 
regarded  as  desbable  from  the  fii’st.  It  consisted  of 
a densely  wooded  strip,  hemming  in  the  eastern  bor- 
der of  the  cemetery,  and  extending  from  Martense’s 
Lane  to  the  foot  of  Ocean  Hill.  The  land  belonged 
to  several  individuals,  and  some  of  it  had  been  in  the 
same  families  for  two  hundred  yeaK.  This  valuable 
annexation  added  eighty-five  acres  to  the  ground, 
and  cost  from  §500  to  §600  the  acre. 

Statistics  of  During  this  year  1,150  lots  were  sold.  There  were 

'52  ^ 

5,933  interments.  The  receipts  for  lots  were  over 
§97,000.  More  than  §51,000  were  paid  for  labor, 
and  the  gross  receipts  were  about  §111,000. 

The  chapel  The  pi’oject  of  erecting  a suitable  chapel  within 

^ ^ the  grounds  was  again  brought  forward.  With  their 
enlarged  means  and  improving  prospects,  the  Trus- 
tees might  well  feel  justified  in  proceeding  to  carry 
into  efiect  this  part  of  their  original  scheme.  At  the 
meeting  in  March,  the  Standing  Committee  was  di- 
rected to  procure  plans  and  estimates  for  the  proposed 
structure.  The  same  committee  was  instructed  to 
devise  a plan  for  the  investment  of  surplus  funds, 


1352. 


Large  pur- 
chase and 
large  sales. 
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and  to  suggest  tlie  objects  to  wbicb  such  funds  should  1852. 
he  applied. 

Before  the  Gowanus  Heights  were  thought  of  for 
hui’ial  purposes,  their  copses,  thickets,  and  little  lakes 
had  abounded  in  buds,  and  were  the  frequent  resort  of  Birds  In 

Green- 

sportsmen.  On  taking  possession  there,  the  Trustees 
at  once  forbade  all  further  molestation  of  that  kind, 
and  the  consequence  has  been  a manifest  increase  in 
the  number  of  these  welcome  little  visitors.  In  1852  Birds 

imported. 

an  attempt  was  made  tO  naturahze  and  domesticate  a 
number  of  foreign  buds.  The  importation  consisted 
of  sky-larks,  wood-larks,  goldfinches,  thrushes,  robins, 
and  blackbirds,  of  species  unknown  here.  These 
birds  came  from  England,  and  were  obtained  through 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Woodcock — a gentle- 
man with  whom  birds  were  a study  and  a passion. 

So  far  as  Green-Wood  was  concerned,  the  experi- 
ment failed.  The  strangers  were  let  loose,  and  told  a failure, 
to  make  themselves  at  home.  But  they  would  not 
stay.  Where  they  went,  and  what  became  of  them, 
nobody  knows.  We  can  only  hope  that  they  found, 
somewhere,  a place  and  a climate  more  to  their  mind. 
Somewhere,  perhaps,  on  our  vast  continent,  they  are 
already  colonized  and  flourishing.  Possibly  the  lark 
may  yet  carol  in  our  morning  air,  and  find  a legiti- 
mate place  in  American  poetry.  Appendix,  Part 
First,  Ho.  YI. 


74 


GEEEN-WOOD  CEilETEBY. 


1853. 

i§53.  The  Receiving  Tomb  early  erected  near  Arbor 
^ Water  having  become  inadequate  to  the  wants  of 

Description  ° , . 

the  cemetery,  a much  larger  structure  was  this  year 
erected  in  the  same  locality.  The  entrance  to  these 
catacombs  is  through  a massive  and  handsome  fa^e, 
and  has  a deep,  open  vestibule.  The  principal  inte- 
rior is  eighty  feet  deep  by  forty  feet  wide,  and  is  con- 
nected with  a similar  apartment  which  measures  forty 
feet  by  twenty  feet.  A spacious  aisle  runs  through 
it,  with  vaulted  apartments  on  each  side.  These 
contain  the  horizontal  cells  in  which  the  coflhia  are 
jplaced.  They  are,  as  nearly  as  possible,  air-tight 
receptacles,  closed  up  when  in  use,  and  hermetically 
sealed.  To  each  coffin,  before  it  is  inserted,  a metal- 
lic tally  is  attached,  corresponding  in  number  to  that 
of  the  cell.  Openings  through  the  arched  roof  and 
the  superincumbent  eai’th  provide  for  light  and  at- 
mospheric circulation.  Trequent  ventilation  and  the 
constant  use  of  inodorous  disinfectants  keep  the  air 
within  always  pure  and  wholesome. 


Its  advan- 
tipoB. 


This  tomb  has  been  found  in  the  highest  degree 
useful.  In  many  instances  death  occurs  where  no 
previous  arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  remains,  and  the  temporary  rest  of  the 
Receiving  Tomb  gives  time  for  selection  and  prepara- 
tion. In  winter,  also,  when  it  is  difficult  to  dig 


Recoiving  Tou.bo.  Arbor  V/atcr. 
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graves,  tliis  tomb  is  always  ready  for  its  silent  guests.  I§53. 
In  bad  weather,  the  large  vestibule  has  often  afforded 
shelter  to  clergymen  and  to  mouraers  while  engaged 
in  the  funeral  service.  There  are  in  the  two  com- 
partments 361  cells. 

An  application  was  made  this  year  for  some  amend-  Amena- 
ments  to  the  charter,  which  resulted  in  the  Act  of 
June  8th,  1853.  This  Act  authorized  the  cemetery 
company  to  hold  the  land  recently  acquired,  and  re- 
enacted the  important  law  that  “ no  public  road, 
street,  or  avenue  shall  be  laid  out,  or  opened  over, 
upon,  or  through  the  lands  of  the  Corporation,”  spe- 
cifying carefully  the  streets  and  avenues  to  which 
the  statute  does  not  apply.  It  gave  to  the  authori- 
ties of  Flatbush  conditional  permission  to  make  a 
public  highway  along  the  southeastern  line  of  the 
cemetery,  and  defined  the  obligations  of  the  cemetery 
in  case  such  a road  should  be  opened.  It  also  em- 
powered those  authorities  to  straighten  and  widen 
Martense’s  Lane,  the  cemetery  to  give  half  the  land 
and  to  make  the  road.  Finally,  it  authorized  the 
Corporation  to  pay  assessments  for  the  grading  and 
paving  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  where  it  adjoins  the 
cemetery. 

The  permission  given  to  Flatbush  for  a road  along  Permission 
the  southeastern  border  of  the  cemetery,  or  parallel 
(if  they  preferred  it)  to  the  Tenth  Avenue  of  the  City 
of  Brooklyn,  being  limited  to  five  years  from  the  pas- 
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1853.  sage  of  tlie  Act,  expired  in  1858,  the  road  not  liaving 


been  made. 


Uarte  use’s  The  narrow,  winding  road,  known  as  Martense’s 
. Lane,  has  been  straightened  and  widened  in  conft>rm- 
ity  with  the  Act. 


StaUstics.  Lots  sold  ia  1853 1,143 

Interments 7,187 

Sale  of  lots $93, 607  46 

Labor  account 72,429  03 

Gross  receipts 137,785  30 
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1854.. 

The  question  of  erecting  a cliapel  in  Green-Wood  1§54. 
was  this  yeai’  again  seriously  considered  by  the 
Board.  Xo  rui*al  cemetery,  without  a chapel,  was 
supposed  to  be  complete.  The  Trustees  had  early 
set  apart  for  this  purpose  a central  and  commanding 
spot,  and  had  all  along  intended  to  put  up  such  a 
building  as  soon  as  their  means  would  admit.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  Standing  Committee  was  directed  to 
report  plans  and  estimates,  in  pursuance  of  a resolu- 
tion of  the  Board,  adopted  in  1852. 

Some  important  provisions  were  at  this  time  intro  - Prohibitions 

and  require- 

duced  into  the  deeds  of  cemetery  lots.  These  forbid 
the  interment  in  Green-Wood  of  criminals  from  the 
prison  or  the  gallows.  They  require  the  indorsed 
consent  of  the  Company  to  make  any  transfer  or 
assignment  of  a cemetery  lot  a valid  act.  They  pro- 
hibit the  erection  of  tombs  above  ground,  without 
permission  first  asked  and  obtained,  and  they  require 
that  all  visible  stone-work  in  the  cemetery  shall  con- 
sist of  cut  stone. 


Lots  sold  in  1854. . . . 

Interments 

Receipts  for  lots  sold 

Labor  account 

Gross  receipts 

12 


968 

8,084 

$78,987  64 
69,498  82 
136,015  14 


Statistics. 
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1S55. 


Committee 
of  Finance. 


A COMMITTEE  of  finance,  “to  liave  control  of  all 
investments  made,  or  to  be  made,  of  funds  belonging 
to  tbe  cemetery,”  was  established  this  year  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  This  important  charge  was  com- 
mitted to  Messrs.  Bay,  White,  and  Yaij  Wageateix. 


Plan  of  An  elaborate  plan  for  the  cemetery  chapel,  with 

chapel.  -. 

estimates  of  cost,  was  presented  by  the  otanding 
Committee.  As  the  proposed  expenditure  was  laige, 
and  as  other  improvements  seemed  to  be  more  needed 
at  the  time,  the  building  was  deferred. 

An  unsightly  excavation  in  Section  74,  caused  by 
the  removal  of  gravel,  was,  in  1855,  converted  into 
Tombs  for  tombs  intended  for  sale.  These  vaults,  thirty  in 
number,  are  covered  with  earth,  and  are  reached  by 
means  of  a well-lighted  and  well-ventilated  passage- 
way. Though  offered  at  a price  much  below  the 
cost  of  a single  vault,  they  have  not  proved  salable. 
A few  of  them  have  been  disposed  of  to  individuals. 
It  is  probable  that  tliese  will  be  provided  with  a sepa- 
rate entrance,  and  that  the  rest  will  be  kept  for  the 
general  purposes  and  requirements  of  the  cemetery. 

More  A small  but  very  important  accession  of  territory, 

grooiul. 

near  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  cemetery,  was 
made  this  year  by  purchase. 
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Lots  sold  in  1855 875 

Interments 6,592 

Receipts  for  lots  sold $72,011  99 

Labor  account 74,620  21 

Gross  receipts 117,401  83 


1§55. 


Statistics. 
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The  completion  of  tlie  new  engine-house  and  of 
the  water-works  already  referred  to  belongs  to  this 
year. 

The  usual  quiet  and  sacredness  of  the  cemetery 
Aggrcssbn.  were  slightly  disturbed  by  aggressive  and  lawless 
action  on  the  part  of  a few  individuals,  who  attempted 
to  maintain  by  violence  certain  claims  in  regard  to 
the  tract  known  as  the  Chagot  lots.  An  appeal 
Green-  to  the  iudicial  tribunals  became  necessary.  It  re- 

Wood  in 

court  suited  in  establishing  the  rights  of  the  cemetery,  and 
put  an  effectual  stop  to  the  trespass.  Some  account 
of  the  origin  of  this  annoyance,  and  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  Chagot  groimd,  is  given  in  Appendix, 
Part  First,  Ho.  YII. 


Statistics.  Lots  sold  in  1856 S02 

Interments 6,571 

Eeceipts  for  lots  sold $60,546  3S 

Labor  account 50,160  22 

Gross  receipts 114,498  95 


1§56. 

Water- 

works. 


Engine  House — 18S5. 
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1857. 

Some  unfriendliness  to  the  institution  made  its  1857. 
appearance  this  year,  in  intimations  of  an  intent  on  ^ 

the  part  of  certain  persons,  supposed  to  he  interested 
in  another  cemetery,  to  get  authority  from  the  State 
for  caiTying  the  Seventh  Avenue  through  the  heart 
of  Green-Wood.  The  menace,  whatever  it  meant, 
was  not  executed.  In  a similar  spirit,  a motion  was  Attempts  to 

injure. 

made  in  the  State  Legislature  for  the  appointment  of 
a committee  to  look  into  the  affairs  of  Green-Wood 
Cemetery,  and  bring  to  light  any  iniquity  that  might 
be  lurking  there.  The  malicious  attack  met  with  no 
favor  from  that  body. 

The  price  of  cemetery  ground  was  increased,  in  Prices 
1857,  by  the  addition  of  twenty  dollars  for  each  lot. 

Although  this  was  a year  of  great  commercial 
distress,  the  interests  of  Green-Wood  were  not 
materially  affected,  as  appears  from  the  following 
exhibit : 


Number  of  lots  sold 624 

Number  of  interments 

Eeceipts  for  lots  sold $54,486  83 

Labor  account 65,591  95 

Gross  receipts 138,905  24 


Statistics  of 
1857. 
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185§,  The  extension  of  the  Tifth  Avenue  along  the  west 
ern  side  of  the  cemetery,  and  on  an  elevated  cause- 

changes  " 

way,  made  it  necessary  either  to  close  the  western 

entrance.  qi'  to  keep  it  opeu  by  means  of  a bridge  or 

archway.  “In  justice  to  numerous  proprietors,  who 
had  taken  lots  and  made  costly  improvements  in  that 
vicinity,  with  the  expectation  that  the  entrance  would 
always  be  kept  open,  the  Trustees  did  not  feel  that 
they  could  close  it.  The  convenience,  also,  of  an 
increasing  population  around  and  below  it,  as  well  as 
that  of  visitors  generally,  required  that  this  gate 
should  always  remain  for  egress  as  well  as  ingress.” 
Accordingly,  the  Standing  Committee  was  directed  to 
proceed  with  the  necessary  work. 

Index  to  The  preparation  of  an  alphabetical  index  to  the 

liegister  of  ^ 

Interments,  jjegistei’  of  Interments  was  begun  this  year.  This 
great  task,  comprising,  at  the  present  time,  over  one 
hundred  thousand  names,  has  nearly  reached  its  com- 
pletion, Its  usefulness  will  well  repay  the  cost.  Any 
name  in  all  the  vast  collection  can  now  be  foimd  at 
once,  with  its  place  in  the  Register. 

.1.  Carson  In  conseouence  of  the  resignation  of  [Messrs.  Le 

hot  Low’’"  and  SiLLniAx,  Mr.  J.  Causox  Bkevooet  and  Mr. 

Trustees.  Abiel  Abbot  Low  Were  chosen  Trustees. 
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At  tlie  animal  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  in  De-  1858. 
cember  of  this  year,  the  nsnal  quiet  of  those  occasions  ' ^ 
was  slightly  disturbed  by  an  effort  to  displace  several 
of  the  old  Trustees.  No  hint  of  any  such  intention 
had  been  given.  Mr.  SkefBngton  Sanxay  came  for- Mi-.sanxay’s 

° o ./  movement. 

ward  as  attorney,  with  a number  of  proxies,  and 
tlirew  fifty-six  votes  for  himself,  for  D.  P.  "Walden, 

S.  P.  Townsend,  F.  S.  Eineeland,  and  Henry  Spear. 
Fortunately,  there  were  votes  enough  to  re-elect  the 
retiring  members.  The  men  who  would  have  been 
set  aside,  had  this  attempt  succeeded,  were  William 
H.  Aspixwall,  Stephen  Whitney,  William  Augus- 
tus White,  and  Luthee  Beadish. 

If  we  may  judge  from  its  sales  and  financial  retmms 
in  1858,  Green-Wood  was  then  feeling  the  effects  of 
that  revulsion  in  business  which  made  the  preceding 
year  so  memorable  in  our  commercial  history. 


The  number  of  lots  sold  was 479 

The  number  of  interments 7,779 

Receipts  for  lots  sold $46,560  13 

Labor  account 62,501  34 

Gross  receipts 94,541  04 


Statistics  of 
1S53. 
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Purchase  of 
the  Marteuse 
ground. 


Changes  at 
the  western 
entrance. 


Statistics  of 
'69. 


1859. 

A PIECE  of  land,  containing  about  twenty-three 
acres,  which  jutted  into  the  cemetery  at  its  south- 
eastern corner,  was  bought  this  year  of  the  heirs  of 
George  Martense.  By  this  addition  the  outline  of  the 
ground  on  that  side  was  squared  and  completed-  It 
cost  $800  the  acre.  On  Twenty-fifth  street,  also, 
near  the  Fifth  Avenue,  a small  addition  was  made  to 
the  ground,  by  way  of  protecting  the  entrance. 

The  western  entrance  presented,  this  summer,  a 
busy  scene,  the  great  archway  being  in  progress,  and 
several  buildings  undergoing  removal.  This  work 
was  made  necessary  by  the  projection  of  the  Fifth 
Avenue  across  the  passage  way  to  the  cemetery, 
compelling  the  transference  of  several  structures  of 
considerable  size  fi*om  one  side  of  the  avenue  to 
the  other. 


Lots  sold  this  year 

Interments 

Receipts  for  lots. . 
Labor  account . . . . 
Gross  receipts 


49S 

6,590 

$46,642  56 
52,501  34 
119,931  23 


Wcstorn  Entrance — 1860. 
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1860. 

Entrance  to  the  cemetery,  at  its  nearest  and  most  1860. 
appropriate  point,  had  from  the  first  been  ifrevented 
by  the  unaccommodating  course  of  a few  individuals, 
who  owned  small  lots  on  and  around  the  northern 
comer  of  the  grounds.  These  embarrassments  had 
been  gradually  disappearing,  and  the  last  of  them 
was  this  year  removed.  Having  now  full  possession 
and  ready  access,  the  company  at  once  took  the 
requisite  steps  for  erecting  and  opening  a northern  a northern 

° X o entrance  to 

gateway  as  the  main  entrance.  The. point  selected 
is  just  below  the  eastern  termination  of  Twenty-fifth 
street,  and  only  a short  distance  from  the  Fifth 
Avenue,  being  a half-mile  nearer  the  city  than  the 
western  gate. 

The  archway  near  the  gate  just  mentioned — a piece  The  arch- 

^ ± COIU- 

of  masonry,  solid  and  admirable ; a symmetrical, 
beautiful,  and  time-defying  structure — was  brought 
this  year  to  a conclusion. 

A short  iron  post,  bearing  the  number  in  raised  Numbered 
letters,  was  X->laced  on  every  one  of  the  cemetery  sec-  Bi'ouons? 
tions.  Its  locality  in  the  section  is  denoted  on  the 
map  by  a diminutive  cross.  Aided  by  these  land- 
marks, the  dullest  scholar,  with  map  in  hand,  may 

readily  ascertain  in  what  part  of  the  ground  he  is. 

13 
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1§60.  A i)lan  of  mucli  pretension  was  tliis  year  brought 
' ^ ' forward  for  the  extermination  of  the  tree- worm  in 

The  “ tree-  „ , 

worm.”  Brooklyn.  A pamphlet  came  out  which  proiessea 
to  tell  all  about  the  matter.  As  the  pest  was  getting 
near  totjreen-'W'ood,  and  threatened  serious  annoy- 
ance, a small  investment  was  made  in  the  worm- 
killing  enterprise.  Unfortunately,  the  project  was 
an  utter  failure.  Happily,  the  disgusting  plague  has 
not  yet  made  its  appearance  among  the  trees  of 
Green-Wood.  But  how  long  can  we  expect  such 
exemption  ? 

Statistics.  Lots  sold  in  1860 695 

Interments 8,033 

Receipts  for  lots  sold $59,855  <1 

Labor  account 61,628  17 

Total  receipts 125,113  75 

Annual  Oil  the  3d  of  December,  at  the  regular  meeting  of 
contested  the  lot-owucrs  for  this  year,  a second  attempt  was 
made  to  prevent  the  re-election  of  the  old  members 
of  the  Board.  For  some  time  before  the  meeting 
the  malcontents  had  been  exceedingly  busy  in  their 
endeavors  to  create  a prejudice  against  the  Trustees. 
To  this  end  circulars  were  printed  and  distributed 
among  the  lot-holdeis ; articles  of  censure  and  dis- 
paragement appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and  proxies 
were  earnestly  solicited. 


Misstatc- 

incnts. 


The  circular,  which  was  issued  in  different  forms, 
and  wdiich  was  copied  into  some  of  the  daily  prints, 
began  with  tliis  I’eniark : “ The  fact  is  not  generally 


Gardencr'a  Lodge,  Battle  Hill,  Erected,  184c5;  removed  to  present  location,  1860, 
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Ivnown,  that  every  owner  of  ca  lot  is  virtually  a stock-  i§go. 
holder,  and  as  such  is  directly  interested  in  the  funds  — 
and  property  of  the  cemetery,  and  entitled  to  partici- 
pate in  any  profits  arising  from  the  same.” 

In  the  “Eules  and  Eegulations  of  the  Green- Wood 
Cemetery,”  a pamphlet  which,  from  the  first,  has 
been  issued  annually  by  the  Comptroller,  and  which 
has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  all  who  bought  lots  in 
the  cemetery,  or  who  chose  to  ask  for  it  atnhe 
ofliee,  the  Act  of  Incorporation  is  represented  as 
requiring  “that  the  proceeds  of  all  sales  of  lots  shall  Quotations 
be  applied  to  the  pm’chase,  preservation,  improve-  “EuIcs and 
ment,  and  embellishment  of  the  cemetery,  and  to  the 
incidental  expenses  thereof,  and  to  no  othee  pukpose 
WHATEVER.”  It  Stated  “ that  purchasers  of  lots  ac- 
quire not  merely  the  privilege  of  burial,  but  also  the 
fee-simple  of  the  ground  which  they  purchase ; that 
they  are  the  sole  proprietors  of  the  cemetery ; that 
by  their  vote  in  the  election  of  trustees  they  control 
the  government  of  the  institution ;”  and  “ that  as  aU 
receipts  of  the  institution  must  be  expended  in  the 
purchase,  improvement,  and  preservation  of  the 
grounds,  no  speculative  interest  can  confiict  with  the 
wishes  of  the  lot-owners  respecting  its  management.” 

The  pamphlet  contained,  also,  a copy  of  the  Act. 

If,  as  the  circular  alleged,  the  lot-owners  generally 
did  not  know  that  they  were  the  actual  projirietors 
of  Green-Wood,  their  ignorance  certainly  could  not 
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l§60.  be  ascribed  either  to  tbe  action  or  the  neglect  of 
tbe  Trustees.  33ut  tliey  were  also  unaware  that  thej 
were  “entitled  to  participate  in  any  profits  arising 
from  the  same.”  If  this  mean  any  thing,  it  means 
that  they  were  entitled  to  dividends.  In  spite  of 
evidence  clear  as  day  and  open  to  all,  it  asserted,  in 
fact,  that  the  corporation  of  the  cemetery  was  a joint- 
stock  concern,  and  only  needed  to  be  placed  in  the 
right  hands  in  order  to  become  a good  money-making 
affaV-  Wliether  those  statements  sprang  from  actual 
ignorance  in  regard  to  the  real  state  of  the  case,  or 
from  an  intent  to  mislead  (and  their  authors  can 

One  thing  clcct  as  between  the  two  horns),  one  thing  was  per- 
proved.  ^ ^ change  of  management  were  needed, 

these  were  not  the  men  to  inaugurate  reform. 


So,  evidently,  thought  and  felt  a great  majority  of 
the  lot-owners.  The  annual  meeting  was  largely 
attended.  The  result  showed  that  the  lot-holders, 
generally,  were  well  satisfied  with  the  management 
The  opposi-  of  the  Institution,  and  desired  no  change.  The  retir- 
dcfeated.  jpig  trustccs  wcrc  re-clccted  by  very  large  majorities. 

The  charge  Ouc  of  the  chargcs  much  relied  on  by  the  movers 
Jvporlshad  ill  this  opposition  was,  that  no  statement  of  the  fiuan- 
iishccr’  alfairs  of  Green-Wood  had  ever  been  published. 

* Clinton  Gilbert,  John  L.  Dc  Camp,  James  Bell,  Gerrit  Smith,  and 
ITonry  Story,  received  171  votes  eacli.  Abiel  Abbot  Lov,  Russell 
Stobbins,  John  C.  Green,  Henry  E.  rierrepont,  and  Joseph  A.  Perry, 
had  each  1,307  votes. 
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It  is  true  that  the  Trustees  had  never  published  any  ISGO. 
report  of  their  business  transactions.  They  probably  1 ^ ‘ 

d 1 j Suggestions 

thought  it  enough  to  know  that  those  transactions 
were  justly  and  properly  conducted;  that  their  ac- 
counts were  duly  kept  and.  vouched ; and  that  a full 
and  minute  record  of  every  thing  received  and  paid, 
by  their  ofiicers  was  entered  on  the  books  of  the 
cemetery ; that  these  accounts  were  fully  reported  at 
every  annual  meeting,  and  were  always  open  to  the 
inspection  of  every  lot-owner  who  might  wish  to  look 
into  those  books.  In  strict  conformity  with  the 
imperative  requirement  of  their  charter,  they  had 
devoted  to  the  improvement  and  embellishment  of 
the  cemetery  all  their  receipts  beyond  what  was 
needed  for  current  expenses.  Their  fidelity  in  this 
respect  needed  no  better  proof  than  that  which 
was  seen  in  the  neatness  and  order  that  reigned 
throughout  the  grounds,  and  in  their  constantly  in- 
creasing usefulness  and  beauty.  They  thought,  per- 
haps, that  these  facts,  being  open  to  the  observation 
of  all,  were,  so  far  as  the  lot-owners  were  concerned, 
evidence  sufficient  that  the  only  interest  which  they 
had  in  Green-Wood  was  not  neglected. 

However  this  may  have  been,  on  motion  of  the 
Comptroller,  they  decided  at  once  to  publish  the  Re.?oivc  to 

publish. 

entire  financial  history  of  the  Institution.  This  Re- 
port to  the  Lot-Owners,  which  came  out  soon  after, 
gives  every  item  of  receipts  and  of  expenditures  for 
the  first  twenty-two  years.  It  was  the  only  notice 
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The  Report 
ia  also  a 
vel'utation. 


A ihinirer  to 
he  watched 
and 

repelled. 


Statement 
by  the 
Comp- 
troller. 


taken  by  the  Tntstees  of  tlie  charges  and  inBinuationa 
acrainst  them  which  had  been  so  industriously  circu- 

O 

lated,  nor  eould  they  desire  a more  complete  vindic-a- 
tion  than  that  Avhich  those  figure.s  presented.  In 
that  pamphlet,  and  in  three  annual  reports  which 
have  appeared  since,  the  lot-owners  and  the  public 
can  find  the  whole  histoiy  of  Green-IV ood  Cemetery, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  financial  concerns. 

It  was  undoubtedly  fortunate  for  the  institution, 
and  for  all  who  are  truly  interested  in  the  preserva- 
tion and  improvement  of  its  grounds,  that  this  at- 
tempt to  get  the  control  of  its  afifaii’s  was  unsuccessfuL 
The  fact  reveals  a danger  which  will  always  exist, 
and  from  which,  unhappily,  no  associated  enterprise, 
however  useful  or  benevolent,  seems  to  be  exempt. 
From  the  control  of  intriguing  politicians — fi*om  the 
polluting  touch  of  selfishness  and  avarice — let  us 
hope  that  Green-Wood  may  long  be  spared. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  Decem- 
ber 12,  a few  days  after  the  contested  election,  the 
Comptroller,  Mr.  Perry,  whose  management  of  the 
institution  had  been  assailed  by  the  party  in  opposi- 
tion with  assertions  that  he  had  abused  his  office  to 
em-ich  himself,  took  occasion  to  give  a history  of  the 
cemetery  enterprise,  recounting  the  difficulties  which 
attended  its  outset,  and  the  pei-sonal  sacrifices  which 
he  had  made  in  devoting  himself  to  its  interests.  As 
objections  had  been  made  to  the  investment  of  some 
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part  of  tlie  cemetery  funds,  Le  explained  the  circum-  1^60. 
stances  imder  which,  in  1854,  he  had  bought  stock 
for  the  cemetery,  in  the  ~W atertown  and  Rome  Rail- 
road. lie  believed  the  purchase  a good  one  at  the 
time,  and  under  that  conviction  made  a considerable 
investment  for  himself.  Although  the  stock  was  now  Eaiiroad 

stock  and 

at  a discount,  he  still  had  faith  in  its  value  and  nlti- 
mate  recovery,  and  the  shares  in  question  had  yielded 
an  annual  average  dividend  of  more  than  five  per 
cent,  ever  since  they  were  bought.  Still  he  had 
become  convinced  that  railway  stocks,  however  stable 
and  remimerative,  are  a kind  of  property  in  which 
public  institutions  like  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery 
ought  not  to  place  their  fimds.  As  he  had  made  the 
investment  referred  to  on  his  o^vn  responsibility,  he 
was  unwilling  that  the  Trustees  should  bear  an 
odium  which  i/ien,  at  least,  did  not  deserve.  He  Proposal 
proposed,  therefore,  to  assume  the  stocks  and  dividend 
bonds  at  the  amount  charged  on  the  Company’s 
books,  to  wit,  §14,815,  and  to  put  in  their  place 
securities  which  should  be  satisfactory.  The  pro- 
posal w'as  acceded  to,  though  not  without  some  hesi- 
tation on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  who  regarded  this 
action  as  uncalled  for  on  the  part  of  the  Comptroller. 

Bonds  and  mortgages  on  Brooklyn  property,  to  the 
full  value  named  above,  were  substituted  for  the  rail- 
road stocks  and  bonds.  I find  later  on  the  Record  a 
resolve  of  the  Board,  which  shows  that  this  honorable 
act  was  fully  appreciated  by  that  body. 
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1861.  The  most  important  event  of  tliis  year,  so  far 
' as  Green-Wood  was  concerned,  was  an  advance  in 

Advance  in 

price  of  lots.  price  of  lots,  and  of  graves  in  the  public  lots — an 
advance  which  brought  them  ‘‘nearer  to  their  true 
value  and  to  the  rates  established  by  other  ceme- 
teries.” The  motives  to  this  measm’e  are  thus  stated 
in  the  report  for  the  year : “ The  step  referred  to 
was  taken  only  after  the  most  careful  consideration 
and  much  statistical  calculation.  By  means  of  a 
computation  founded  on  the  number  of  omsold  lots, 
on  our  annual  average  sales  and  receipts  from  other 
quarters  for  the  last  five  years,  and  on  our  annual 
average  expenses  for  the  same  period,  it  was  easy  to 
foresee  the  probable  financial  condition  of  the  ceme- 
Recsons  for  ^1^7  gi’^GU  time  for  a series  of  years  ahead, 

cbunge!  It  is  by  these  data  that  the  Trustees  have  been 
guided  in  graduating  the  prices  of  gromfd  in  Green- 
Wood,  their  great  and  sole  object  being  to  perfect 
all  improvements  begun  or  needed ; to  preserve  un- 
impaired the  present  order  and  beauty  of  the  ceme- 
tery ; and  to  have,  when  the  income  from  sales  shall 
cease,  a fund  laid  up,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be 
amply  sufficient  to  keep  the  grofxnds  in  neatness  and 
repair  forever.” 

The  fact  that  the  older  portion  of  the  cemetery 
had  been  first  taken  up  and  was  nearly  all  sold,  of 
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course,  added  largely  to  the  value  of  the  lots  still  1861. 
remaining  in  that  part  of  the  ground.  As  compared  

. , Prices  in 

With  truly  successful  cemeteries  in  or  near  other  com. 
large  cities,  the  price  of  ground  in  Green-Wood  had  K’ 
all  along  been  low.  At  $130  the  lot,  which  was  the 
price  after  1857,  the  purchaser  got  his  land  for  about 
thirty-four  cents  a foot,  or  for  thh‘ty  cents  if  he  took 
foim  lots.  In  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  at  that  time, 
the  price  was  seventy-five  cents  a foot.  A com- 
parison With  jMount  Auburn  showed  a still  wider 
difference.  For  a lot  in  that  mother  of  American 
rural  cemeteries,  the  minimum  price  was  $150,  while 
the  best  and  most  desirable  ground  readily  com- 
manded two  dollars  a foot.  Even  since  the  advance 
on  land  in  Green-Wood,  the  highest  sum  yet  received 
for  a lot  there  is  nearly  three  hundred  dollars  less 
than  is  paid  for  the  same  space  in  the  best  parts  of 
jVIount  Auburn. 

The  wisdom  of  this  change  has  been  demonstrated  Favorable 
by  the  results.  The  higher  priced  ground  seems  to 
be  most  sought  after,  and  there  has  been  no  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  sales. 

A palisade  fence  of  iron  was  this  year  set  up  upon  iron  fonco. 
the  western  side  of  the  ground.  Previously  to  this 
time,  the  erection  of  a permanent  fence  had  been 
prevented,  partly  by  the  constantly  varying  line  of 
the  boundary,  and  partly  by  the  unfinished  grading 
of  the  streets  that  adjoin  the  cemetery.  As  the 
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1861.  Fiftli  Avenue  was  at  last  completed,  no  further 
' change  of  surface  or  of  hounds  was  to  be  appre- 
hended there.  This  important  work  is  thus  described 
in  the  Eeport  for  1861 : “ It  is  a substantial  fence, 
eight  feet  high.  Its  horizontal  bars  are  attached  to 
the  iron  posts  by  a new  and  ingenious  arrangement, 
adding  much  to  its  firmness.  The  posts  themselves, 
unencumbered  by  lateral  braces,  are  solidly  fi^sed.  in 
larere  masses  of  concrete,  extending  four  feet  below 
the  sm’face,  and  the  result  is  a stmcture  in  which 
neatness  and  strength  are  admirably  combined.  By 
its  height,  by  the  nearness  of  the  pales,  and  by  the 
total  absence  of  projecting  ornament,  this  fence  offers, 
it  is  believed,  entire  secmlty  against  intrusion,  while 
it  freely  admits  the  light  and  air.”  The  iron  em- 
ployed was  importetl  fr’om  England  in  the  lengths 
required,  and  on  highly  favorable  terms.  Z^searly  a 
mile  of  the  cemetery  border  already  enjoys  the  pro- 
tection of  this  strong  and  handsome  palisade,  and  it 
will  be  extended  until  it  takes  in  the  whole. 


Water  Water  from  the  city  mains  was  this  year  brought 

into  the  cemetery.  All  the  buildings  are  now  sup- 
plied from  this  source.  From  one  or  two  hydrants 
within  the  grounds  water-carts  are  filled,  and  this 
convenience  is  to  be  extended. 

A new  jet  By  lueans  of  an  ornamental  jet  which  was  this 
year  attached  to  the  supply-pipe  of  the  reservoir,  the 
projected  water  is  made  to  play  and  sparkle  for  a 


Reservoir  on  Fountain  Hill. 

* 


Fou.ntaim  and 


Southern  Entrance — 1861. 
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moment  in  the  air  before  it  falls  into  the  basin.  As  1S61. 
the  liquid  element  is  no  less  useful  than  before,  this 
“ thing  of  beaiity”  is  so  much  clear  gain. 

A new  guide-map  of  Green-Wood  was  brought  out  A new  map. 
in  ISGl,  with  very  considerable  changes  in  the  nomen- 
clature of  the  roads  and  avenues.  The  Tour,  which 
had  been  so  conspicuous  in  preceding  maps,  does  not  Names^ 
appear  in  this.  This  route  had  lost  its  early  impor- 
tance, in  consequence  of  the  general  growth  of  the 
cemetery. 

In  March,  1861,  the  Trustees  adopted  the  following 
regulation : “ Resolved^  that  lot-owners  be  hereafter  Prohibition 

in  regard  to 

prohibited  from  planting  ti'ees  or  shrubs  in  the  spaces 
around  their  lots,  except  consent  be  obtained  from 
the  officers  of  the  company.” 

The  cause  of  this  prohibition  is  thus  stated  in  the  Thocvii 

stated. 

report  of  the  year : “ The  evil  which  this  rule  aims  to 
prevent  is  already  great,  and  it  is  constantly  and  fast 
increasing.  Few  people  whose  attention  has  not 
been  turned  to  such  matters,  are  aware  how  rapidly 
trees  grow,  especially  when  planted  in  fertile  and 
congenial  soil.  Trees  of  the  Pine  family  arc  partic- 
ularly objectionable,  unless  placed  in  spots  where 
they  have  ample  room  of  their  own.  They  are 
wholly  unfit  for  nan’ow  borders  and  for  small  plots. 
Shooting  up  with  great  luxuriance,  they  soon  form  a 
dense,  dark  mass  of  verdure,  cutting  off  the  view  of 


96 


GREEN-WOOD  CEMETERT. 


1861.  every  thing  beyond  and  below  them.  Their  lower 
branches,  stretching  far  out,  almost  in  contact  with 
the  gi’ound,  soon  run  across  paths  and  roads,  leaving 
no  remedy  but  the  axe.  To  remove  trees  which 
have  been  planted  with  solicitude,  and  whose  growth 
has  been  watched  with  something  like  parental  fond- 
ness, must  always  be  unpleasant.  The  better  way, 
clearly,  where  such  necessity  may  probably  occur,  is 
not  to  plant.” 

For  a more  particular  reference  to  this  subject,  see 
Appendix,  Part  First,  No.  YIII. 

The  work  of  preparing  a new  entrance  at  the 
The  northwestern  corner  of  the  cemeterv,  which  had 
entrance,  peen  begun  the  year  previous,  was  steadily  prose- 
cuted during  the  year  1861.  To  bring  the  ground 
into  shape,  and  prepare  it  for  the  use  intended,  re- 
quired a vast  amount  both  of  excavation  and  of  filling 
in.  A house  was  prepared  for  the  Superintendent 
of  Interments,  a stone  cottage  was  built  for  the 
porter,  and  a stable  for  homes  and  wagons  employed 
on  the  ground.  The  gateway  structure  was  well 
advanced. 


StntlsUcs  of  Tho  number  of  lots  sold  was 524 

Tho  number  of  interments 6,545 

Receipts  for  lots  sold $58,262  46 

Labor  account 70,254  57 

Gross  receipts 179,812  64 


r w 


Stable,  Northern  Entrance. 
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1862. 

A TRACT  obtained  by  purchase  from  Mr.  Robert  l§62. 
Martin  was  this  year  added  to  the  northwestern  cor- 
ner  of  the  cemetery.  This  land  was  needed  to  give 
direct  and  easy  acc4s  to  that  part  of  the  ground 
which  lies  east  of  it.  It  straightens  the  boundary, 
and  makes  the  outline  more  symmetrical.  Another 
valuable  result  was  the  closing  of  Twenty-fifth  street 
and  the  Sixth  Avenue,  which  must  otherwise  have 
♦ been  kept  open.  The  land  thus  brought  into  the  lot 
market  is  of  the  choicest  kind,  and  the  Trustees  may 
well  regard  it  “ as  one  of  the  most  valuable  accessions 
ever  made”  to  Green-W ood. 

A knoll  of  valuable  gravel  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
cemetery  was  bought  the  same  year.  The  supply  of 
this  material,  so  essential  to  the  good  condition  of 
the  roads,  is  believed  to  be  abundant  for  many  years 
to  come. 


A skilful  photographer  was  employed  by  the  Tims-  Photo-^ 
tees  during  a part  of  the  year  in  taking  views  of  the 
principal  monuments  and  points  of  interest  in  the 
cemetery.  Nearly  one  thousand  views  were  taken, 
all  of  wliich  may  be  seen  at  the  ofiice  in  Broadway. 

They  are  placed  in  a series  of  stereoscopic  instru- 
ments, being  so  arranged  and  so  catalogued  “ as  to 
admit  of  immediate  reference  to  any  view  required.” 
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of  New  York 
City 
Council. 


Free  Inter- 
ment oflered 
to  every  sol- 
dier of  New 
York  State 
who  dies  in 
liisconn  try's 
service. 


OEBEN-WOOD  CEMETEBY. 

As  a means  of  reference  and  of  illustration,  they  have 
already  proved  exceedingly  valuable. 

A request  was  received  from  the  City  Council,  for 
the  terms  on  which  the  Tnistees  would  sell  a hundred 
burial  lots  for  soldiers  of  IS'^ew  York  city  regiments, 
who  had  fallen,  or  who  might  fall,  during  the  war. 
“ Knowing  how  such  matters  are  too  often  managed, 
the  Board  declined  entering  upon  a competition  with 
which  private  interests  and  aims  would  be  so  likely 
to  mingle.” 

The  Trustees  declined  to  bargain  with  the  Aider- 
men  ; but  they  did  not  forget  the  poor  soldier  falling 
in  his  country’s  cause.  On  the  28th  of  May,  1862, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be  authorized  to 
appropriate  ground  without  charge,  for  the  interment 
of  all  the  soldiers  of  this  State  who  shall  have  fallen 
in  battle,  or  shall  have  died  from  sickness  incurred 
whde  on  duty  during  the  war.” 

A piece  of  ground  in  Sections  103  and  115  has 
accordingly  been  set  apart, — ample  for  the  probable 
requirement,  and  capable  of  extension  should  more 
be  needed, — and  numerous  iuterments  of  Kew  York 
officers  and  soldiers  have  already  been  made  there. 
The  spot  cannot  fail  to  become  a point  of  interest. 
A flag-staff  will  soon  be  erected  on  it,  and  the 
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national  ensign  'will  not  cease  to  "wave  over  all  that  1SC2. 

O 

remains  of  its  former  brave  defenders.  See  Appendix,  ' 

Part  Third,  ~No.  XYIU. 

It  is  proper  to  state  in  this  connection  that  a good 
many  victims  of  this  unhappy  'war  have  already  been 
buried  in  other  parts  of  Green-Wood,  among  their 
own  fiiends.  Let  not  their  last  resting-places  he 
overlooked  or  forgotten  by  the  community  for  whose 
sake  they  died. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Stephen  Whitney  is  noticed,  as  Death  of 

Stephen 

follows,  in  the  report  for  the  year : “ During  the  year  wMtney. 
1862,  the  Board  of  Dh-ectors  lost,  by  death,  one  of 
its  original  members — Mr,  Stephen  Whitney.  This 
gentleman,  it  is  needless  to  say,  was  long  and  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  most  eminent  merchants  of  New 
York,  Though,  for  several  years,  he  has  been  dis- 
abled by  age  and  infirmity  from  taking  any  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  he  deserves  to  he 
named  with  honor  for  the  interest  which  he  had 
shown  in  earlier  days,  while  it  was  comparatively 
poor  and  friendless.  Associated  as  he  was  with  the 
projectors  of  Green-Wood,  he  has  a claim  to  he 
reckoned  among  its  founders.”  See  Appendix,  Part 
Second,  No.  IX. 

Mr.  James  W.  Beekman  was  elected  a Trustee  in  Mr.  Beck- 

man  clecteu. 

Mr.  Wliitney’s  place. 
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Statistics  of 
1802. 


Lots  sold 553 

Interments 6,387 

Eeceipts  for  lots  sold $63,171  71 

Labor  account 65,359  17 

Gross  receipts 145,910  63 
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1863. 

This  was  tlie  most  prosperous  year  Green-Wood  1863. 
has  known,  the  receipts  for  lots  sold  having  been  ^ 
greater  hy  twenty  thousand  dollars  than  those  of  any 
ecpial  period  before.  “This  success,”  says  the  Ee- 
port,  “ is  mainly  due  to  the  activity  of  business  and 
the  general  thi’ift  of  the  community,”  but  also  “ owes 
much  to  the  new  scale  of  prices  adopted  in  1861. 

The  wisdom  of  adopting  a graduated  valuation  is 
fully  shown  by  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a steady 
and  sometimes  eager  demand  for  the  higher  priced 
grounds.” 

/ 

A little  piece  of  ground  at  the  southwestern  corner,  Another 

° small  piece 

which  had  long  been  desired,  was  this  year  secured. 

While  this  acquisition  improved  the  boundary,  bring- 
ing it  out  to  Thh’ty-sisth  street,  it  furnished  a safe- 
guard against  a class  of  nuisances  “to  which  the 
character  and  position  of  the  ground  would  have 
offered  peculiar  facilities.” 

A portion  of  the  ground  on  Chapel  Hill  was,  by  chapej  niii 
order  of  the  Trustees,  offered  for  sale,  and  found 
willing  purchasers  at  five  hundred  dollars  the  lot. 

This  central  and  beautiful  elevation  had,  it  will  be 
remembered,  been  carefully  reserved  as  a site  for  tlie 
long-contemplated  chapel.  From  the  very  first,  the 
eventual  erection  of  such  a structure  had  been  looked 

15 
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1S63.  on  as  a foregone  conclusion.  In  1855,  the  Standing 

' Committee  had,  by  direction  of  the  Board,  presented, 

the  plan  and  elevation  of  a beautiful  and  appropriate 
edifice,  with  estimates  of  cost.  The  building  was 
indeed  postponed,  but  apparently  from  prudential 
considerations,  and  because  other  improvements  and 
expenditm’es  seemed  at  that  time  to  be  more  needed. 

A change  of  The  rcccnt  action  of  the  Tnistees  in  reference  to 

Tiews,  and 

duMd™  reserved  ground  shows  that  the  question  of  a 

cemetery  chapel  has  taken  on  a new  aspect  in  their 
minds. 

The  original,  idea  of  a chapel  in  the  rural  cemetery 
was  that  it  would  meet  a religious  want,  by  furnish- 
ing those  who  should  bring  their  dead  to  be  interred, 
an  appropriate  place  for  the  funeral  service.  It  was 
supposed — and  natm’ally  enough — that  in  many  cases, 
if  not  in  a majority  of  them,  such  a chapel  would  be 
used  in  preference  to  any  other  place.  But  experi- 
ence does  not  always  confirm  the  expectations  of 
theory.  In  several  of  our  largest  and  most  successful 

Experlenco  . i i i j n i i i 

of  other  cemeteries,  chapels  were  early  erected.  But  althou"h 
these  buildings  were  there  and  stood  freely  open, 
there  was  little  or  no  inclination  to  use  them.  The 
costly  edifices  met  no  want  of  the  community,  and  so 
were  practically  useless. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  which  came  gradually  but 
clearly  to  light,  we  can  understand  the  later  action 
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of  tlie  Trustees  in  reference  to  a cliapel  for  Green-  1863. 
Wood.  They  were  not  so  unwise  as  to  repeat  an  ' 

experiment  which  had  failed  everywhere  else. 

But  there  was  another  ohiect  connected  with  the  The  idea  of  a 

building  nut 

primary  conception  of  a chaj)el,  which  remained  un- 
affected  by  the  results  above  named.  I refer  to  the 
design  of  devoting  a portion  of  the  edifice  to  sepul- 
chral and  monumental  pm-poses.  This  idea,  I have 
reason  to  tliink,  is  still  cherished,  though  modified  by 
the  change  of  plan  just  referred  to.  A structure  in 
Green-Wood,  of  the  hind  supposed,  is  undoubtedly 
much  to  be  desired. 

One  obvious  and  great  advantage  of  such  a struc-  Suggestions 

, . favor  of 

ture  would  consist  in  its  accessibility  at  all  seasons,  ‘^e^ot^uo 
This  cannot  be  said  of  the  open  grounds.  For  a MdTS*^* 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  year,  and  during 
many  days  even  of  summer,  few  persons  would  think 
of  visiting  Green-Wood  except  on  business.  But 
neither  wet  weather  nor  wintry  desolation  would 
invade  the  sheltered  aisles  which  we  have  now  in 
our  mind,  and  hope  yet  to  see. 

Another  inducement  is  found  in  the  probability 
that  art  and  good  taste  would  thus  be  promoted. 

The  most  appropriate  and  pleasing  of  all  memorials 
are  those  which  come  from  the  sculptor’s  hand.  Is 
there  any  better  monument  than  the  statue  or  the 
bust,  which  gives  us  back  the  very  features  of  the 
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1863.  dead  ? In  tlie  whole  range  of  monumental  art,  can 
" any  thing  surpass,  in  suggestive  and  agreeable  effect, 
those  beautiful  conceptions  of  genius,  in  which 
thought,  and  feeling,  and  spirit,  even,  seem  to  stand 
before  us  in  bodily  form  ? 

But  to  expose  finely  conceived  and  exquisitely 

Protection  wtrougcht  mai’bles  to  the  severe  extremes  and  impair- 

for  BCulp-  ® 

ing  iafluences  of  our  capricious  climate,  seems  aunost 
like  cruelty.  We  never  see  such  objects  abandoned 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  frost  and  storm,  without  feel- 
ings nearly  allied  to  pity  and  to  indignation.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  show  how  effectually  this  difficulty 
and  this  objection  would  be  done  away  by  the  con- 
templated structure. 

Scope  for  the  And  would  uot  the  sister  art  of  painting  also  share 

in  the  benefit?  Certainly  there  would  no  longer  be 
a necessity  or  pretext  for  its  exclusion.  How  largely 
its  introduction,  under  proper  regulations,  would  con- 
tribute to  the  variety  and  to  the  expressiveness  of  the 
monumental  scene,  I need  only  suggest. 

Here,  too,  would  be  a fit  receptacle  for  our  illus- 
trious dead.  Ho  convents,  or  cathedrals,  vast,  and 
grand,  and  useless  for  all  other  purposes,  stand  ready 
here  to  receive  the  ashes  of  the  great  and  good,  or  to 
protect  and  preserve  their  monuments.  If  we  are  ever 
to  have  structures  rich  with  memories  and  associations 
aldn  to  those  which  touch  the  coldest  heart  iu  the 
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great  sepulchral  temples  and  abbeys  of  Europe,  such  18G3. 
structiu’es  must  be  erected  for  this  express  pui’pose.  ^ 

And  -svbere  should  the  beginning  be  made,  if  not  in 
the  lai^est,  the  richest,  the  most  beautiful  of  ceme- 
teries, and  in  the  neighborhood  of  our  greatest  city  ? 


The  suggestion,  it  will  be  seen,  supposes  an  edifice 
of  large  extent  and  varied  adaptation.  But  it  does 
not  require  that  the  whole  should  go  up  at  once.  A 
single  wing,  perfect  in  itself,  might  be  first  erected — 
the  other  membei-s  to  be  added  as  increasing  ability 
should  make  it  easy  to  comply  with  increasing  de- 
mand. It  seems  impossible  to  doubt  that  a building 
where  perfect  catacombs  for  the  dead  below,  and  pleas- 
ant alcoves  for  their  monuments  above,  could  be  ob- 
tained at  reasonable  prices,  would  soon  pay  for  itself, 
and  more  than  pay.  See  Appendix,  Part  First,  Ho. 
VII.,  article  on  Mount  Washington. 


The  death,  this  year,  of  ISIr.  Luther  Bradish,  de-  Deatii  of 
prived  the  Trustees  of  one  of  their  most  useful  and  ^radish, 
most  valued  members.  Mr.  Ben.jamin  II.  Field  was  Beniamin 
elected  in  his  stead.  See  Appendix,  Part  Second,  elected 

’ Trustee. 


The  completion  and  opening  of  the  great  northern  compieiion 
entrance  signalized  the  spring  of  1863.  Mention  has  o“tnince, 
already  been  made  of  the  circumstances  which  so 
long  prevented  an  entrance  to  the  cemetery  at  the  ^ 
proper  point,  and  also  of  the  position  of  the  new  gate. 
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1§G3.  Nearly  three  years  of  labor  were  consumed  in  the 
preparation  and  shaping^  of  the  ground,  wbicb  was 
extremely  uneven  and  unsightly,  and  in  the  erection 
of  the  buildings,  most  of  which  have  been  put  uj> 
with  great  solidity  and  very  careful  finish. 

The  outer  Entering  by  a gate  on  the  Fifth  Avenue,  a gate 
^ closed  only  at  night, — the  visitor  is  within  the  pre- 

cinct of  Green-W ood.  An  esplanade  of  considerable 
extent  and  moderate  declivity,  whose  road,  and  path, 
and  lawn,  and  trees  are  all  in  the  nicest  order,  soon 
brings  bun  in  front  of  the  great  gate. 

As  he  stands  before  the  structure,  which  is  placed 
diagonally  as  regards  the  main  lines  of  the  cemetery, 
he  will  perceive  that  the  central  portion  is  monu- 
mental in  its  form  and  character.  "With  its  spire,  the 
middle  tower  rises  to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and 
six  feet.  The  two  side  towers  ai*e  ninety  feet  high. 
There  is  a bel&y,  whose  sad  voice  is  seldom  hushed 
dm-ino-  the  day.  There  is  a dial  to  count  the  hours, 
described.  rpp^  gpi-inguig  buttresses  and 

the  rich  tracery  give  fine  eflect  to  this  part  of  the  edi- 
fice. High  above  the  two  gateways,  a shield  on  the 
central  panel  of  each  gable  presents  in  full  relief  some 
aUegorical  figm-e.  The  large  triangular  spaces  below 
these,  and  directly  over  the  gates,  arc  fiUed  with  sculp- 
tured representations  of  appropriate  Scripture  scenes. 
The  two  ample  passage-ways  are'  opened  and  shut  by 
massive  gates  of  the  portcullis  kind.  The  right  wing 
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or  extension  is  devoted  to  offices  for  cemetery  busi-  1§63. 
ness ; the  other  contains  a resting-room  for  visitors. 

The  material  emjdoyed  in  this  heantiful  pile  is  the 
J^'ew  Jersey  brown  stone  from  Belleville — the  most 
valuable,  probably,  of  all  our  building-stones.  Its 
style  is  the  middle  pointed  English  Gothic — the 
architects,  Messrs.  Upjohn  and  Son. 

ISTone  who  hnow  the  Gospel  narrative  will  need 
any  interpretation  of  the  stories  told  in  stone  over  sculpture, 
the  gateways.  The  entombment  of  the  Saviour  and 
His  resurrection — the  raising  of  Lazarus  and  the  resto- 
ration of  the  widow’s  son — are  happily  embodied  in 
these  weU-execnted  groups  and  lifelilie  forms.  They 
are  wrought  in  olive-tinted  sandstone  from  the  Al- 
bert quarries,  and  were  conceived  and  executed  by 
Mr.  John  Moffitt,  a young  artist  of  more  than  com- 
mon power  and  promise.  The  four  allegorical  figures 
on  the  shields  are  from  the  same  hand. 

In  their  Report  to  the  Lot-Owners  for  the  year 
1863,  the  Trustees  speak  as  follows  of  the  new  en- 
trance : 


“To  this  structure — by  far  the  most  imposing  Extract 
feature  of  Green-Wood,  and  its  fit  vestibule — we 
invite  your  special  attention.  It  belongs  not  to 
Pagan,  but  to  Christian  architecture.  Its  breadth, 
massiveness,  and  height  are  sufficient  to  invest  it  with 
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1§G3.  dignity  and  impressiveness.  In  its  form  it  exhibits 
' that  pleasing  union  of  firm  solidity  and  airy  grace, 
■wbieb  marks  the  best  specimens  of  Gothic  art.  In 
its  sculptured  pediments  it  presents  lifelike  pictures 
of  those  sacred  scenes,  which  have  consoled  and 
cheered  the  Christian  mourner  for  more  than  eighteen 
hundred  years. 

The  masonry  of  these  walls  is  of  the  most  skilful 
and  substantial  character,  while  the  material  is  one  » 
of  the  most  beautiful,  and,  as  we  firmly  beUeve,  one 
of  the  most  durable  of  all  om-  building-stones.  Such 
is  the  structui’e  which  is  now  committed  to  the  care 
of  the  present  and  of  coming  generations,  in  fall  con- 
fidence that  it  will  become,  as  years  roll  on,  more 
and  more  an  object  of  interest  and  admiration. 

Tiio  porter's  The  Porter’s  Lodge  stands  in  the  outer  yard,  a 
little  north  of  the  gate.  It  is  a handsome  stone  cot- 
tage, of  similar  style  and  in  admirable  keeping  with 
stable  and  the  main  sti-ucture.  Near  to  it,  but  within  the  main 
enclosure,  is  a commodious  stable  for  the  hoKes  and 
wagons  which  are  in  constant  use  upon  the  grounds. 
In  the  rear  of  this  building,  and  in  architectural  har- 
mony with  it,  is  the  tool-house,  a spacious  and  conve- 
nient repository  for  the  numerous  implements  required 
superin-  by  a Small  army  of  laborers.  The  house  near  by, 
house.  occupied  by  the  Superintendent  of  Interments,  was 
purchased  with  the  ground,  and  has  been  fitted  up 
for  its  present  purpose. 


Porter’s  Lodge,  Ncrthern  Entrance 
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The  closing  of  the  old  gate  for  funerals,  and  the  1§63. 
improvements  made  in  and  around  the  new  entrance, 
have  brought  considerable  ground  into  the  lot  mar- 
ket,  not  surpassed  in  value  by  any  portion  of  the 
cemetery.  Sold,  as  it  will  be,  at  enhanced  prices,  it 
will  go  largely  towards  defraying  the  cost  of  this 
great  improvement. 


FESTAKCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  1863: 


Lots  sold 830 

Interments 7,331 

Receipts  for  cemetery  lots $117,183  73. 

Labor  account 76,792  62 

Gross  receipts 176,312  65 


Finance 
of ’63. 


I close  here  this  annalistic  sketch  of  the  Green-  conclusion. 
"Wood  enterprise.  From  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
it  is  a dry,  and,  in  some  parts,  a meagre  detail.  But 
it  will  not  be  without  interest  to  the  numerous 
owners  of  plots  in  the  cemetery,  nor  even  to  that  far 
greater  multitude  who  have  become  connected  with 
Green-Wood  by  those  ties  of  association  which  siiring 
from  love,  and  which  live  in  the  memory.  It,  at 
least,  puts  on  record,  and  will  transmit  to  the  future, 
the  history  of  a disinterested  and  benevolent  enter- 
prise, carried,  notwithstanding  its  early  difficulties, 
to  a highly  successful  issue. 

He  to  whose  suggestion  the  cemetery  owes  its 
origin,  and  from  whom  it  received  its  first  impulse, — 

and  he  to  whose  unceasing  activity  and  care  it  is  so 
10 
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1§©3.  cmiuently  indebted  for  its  large  success, — still  live  to 
advise  in  its  concerns  and  to  direct  its  affiairs.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  is  distinguished  by  an  unusual 
amount  of  practical  business  talent  and  experience, 
and  is  surpassed  by  no  similar  body  of  men  in  the 
high  character  of  its  members.  While  it  remains  in 
such  hands,  the  interests  of  Green-Wood  are  safe. 
To  its  myriad  of  individual  proprietors,  there  is,  so 
far  as  the  cemetery  is  concerned,  but  one  considera- 
tion of  any  importance,  and  that  is  its  perfect  pres- 
Sittoiora-  ervation.  Such  places  do  not  look  out  for  themselves. 

Judicious  oversight,  constant  vigilance,  unremitting 
care,  and  a large  expenditm’e,  can  alone  prevent 
Green-Wood  from  becoming  a spectacle  of  vride 
decay,  a tangled,  impenetrable,  gloomy  wilderness, 
dnty  oftho^  If  the  lot-owuei’s,  who  together  have  invested  millions 

lot-owners.  ^ 

of  dollars  in  the  improvement  and  adornment  oi 
their  small  estates  at  Gowanus,  shall  ever  allow  the 
management  to  pass  into  incompetent  and  selfish 
hands,  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  scene  will  soon 
pass  away. 

The  sentences  which  follow  form  the  conclusion 
of  the  General  Eeport  already  mentioned  more  than 
once.  I insert  them  here  as  a fit  ending  to  this 
narrative : 

“In  concluding  this  report  to  their  constituents, 
the  Trustees  may  be  allowed  to  make  some  allusion 
to  the  spirit  And  maimer  in  which  they  have  dis- 
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cliarged  tlieir  important  trust.  They  make  no  claim 
to  infallibility  of  judgment.  They  may  have  erred 
in  regard  to  particular  measui-es.  All  they  can. say 
is,  that  they  have  uniformly  done  that  whieli,  under 
the  circumstances,  seemed  to  them  the  wisest  and 
the  best.  Their  action,  and  the  reasons  of  their 
action,  have  ever  been  open  to  inspection,  as  they 
are  now  cheerfully  submitted  to  the  candid  consider- 
ation of  the  lot-owners.  For  their  entire  record,  the 
Trustees  feel  that  they  may  safely  refer  to  these 
financial  and  explanatory  statements,  and  especially 
to  the  noble  cemetery  which  has  grown  up  under 
their  care. 

“ The  idea  of  this  cemetery  originated  with  men  who 
are  still  in  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  effort  to  estab- 
lish it  was  begun  at  a time  of  extreme  business  depres- 
sion, which  lasted  several  years.  Amid  indifference 
and  discouragement,  by  private  advances  of  money  and 
credit,  and  by  untiring  personal  exertions,  the  enter- 
prise was  finally  placed  on  a solid  basis.  Through 
all  its  subsequent  progress  it  has  been  watched  and 
nursed  with  unremitting  interest  and  care,  until  it 
has  attained  to  a magnitude  and  value  which  place 
it  far  before  all  other  institutions  of  the  kind.  It 
was  the  desire  to  meet  a great  public  want  that  first 
suggested  the  undertaking,  and  the  same  philan- 
thropic motive  has  controlled  every  subsequent  step. 
That  clause  of  the  amended  charter  which  requires 
that  the  proceeds  of  all  sales,  after  the  land  is  paid 
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1803.  for,  ‘ shall  be  applied  to  the  preservation  and  embel- 
■ — ' lishment  of  the  said  cemetery  and  incidental  expenses 
thereof,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever,’  has  been 
observed  with  undeviating  fidelity.  This  provision 
was  wisely  designed  to  exclude  from  the  conduct  of 
the  cemetery  all  selfish  aims  and  action;  nor  can 
there  he  any  such  action  so  long  as  this  requirement 
is  conscientiously  obeyed.” 


APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX. 


Part  Jirsl. 


I.— BATTLE  HILL. 

“ Once  this  soft  turf,  this  rivulet’s  sands, 

TVere  trampled  by  a hurrying  crowd, 

And  flcry  hearts  and  armed  hands 
Encountered  in  the  battle-cloud. 

“ Ah  1 never  shall  the  land  forget 

How  gushed  the  life-blood  of  her  brave — 

Gushed,  warm  with  hope  aud  courage  yet, 

Upon  the  soil  they  fought  to  save  !” 

IxDEPENDEXTLT  of  tlieiF  present  and  prospective  claims  to  regard,  Green- 
Wood  and  its  vicinage  must  ever  possess  a strong  interest,  derived  from 
the  past.  In  that  vicinity — upon  ground  traversed  in  part  by  every  visitor 
to  the  Cemetery,  and  lying  immediately  below  and  around  it — occurred 
the  first  serious  confiict  between  the  British  and  American  troops,  on  the 
memorable  2Gth  of  August,  1776.  There  is,  indeed,  reason  to  believe  that 
the  very  spot  presented  in  the  plate  was  stained  that  day  with  patriot 
blood.  It  seems  strange  that  the  events  of  that  occasion,  and  the  localities 
of  those  events,  have  commanded  so  little  attention.  In  general,  our 
countrymen  have  shown  any  thing  but  indifference  to  the  spots  which  were 
hallowed  by  the  struggles  and  blood  of  their  fathers.  There  was  scarcely 
a petty  skirmish  in  New  England  which  has  not  had  its  historian.  Every 
rood  of  ground  trod  by  hostile  feet  has  been  traced  and  identified.  Upon 
anniversary  returns,  thousands  have  assembled  to  collect  the  scattered 
bones  of  the  glorious  dead,  to  hear  their  eulogy  from  eloquent  lips,  and 
to  rear  some  enduring  monument  tliat  shall  transmit  their  names  and 
deeds.  What  battle,  since  that  of  Jlarathon,  has  ever  concentred  upon 
one  small  spot  of  earth  an  interest  like  that  which,  for  seventy  years,  has 
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clung  round  Bunker  Ilill  ? How  have  the  historian  and  the  novelist,  the 
painter  and  the  architect,  the  poet  and  the  orator,  conspired  to  enhance 
its  glory!  How  many  millions  have  visited  the  spot,  to  see  with  their  own 
eyes  that  “sepulchre  of  mighty  dead,”  and  to  i>ress  with  their  own  leet 
the  sod  which  was  wet  with  "Warren’s  gore ! 

In  contrast  with  all  this,  what  a story  of  neglect  is  that  of  the  battle- 
ground in  Brooklyn  1 How  few  of  the  vast  population  in  its  vicinity  know 
or  care  aught  about  it!  How  very  few  could  even  designate  the  fields 
where  Sullivan  and  Stirling,  until  overpowered  by  an  enemy  in  their  rear, 
fought,  with  their  raw  levies,  the  veterans  of  Europe,  not  less  bravely  than 
did  Prescott  at  Charlestown,  or  Stark  at  Bennington ! 

Important  differences,  it  is  true,  distinguish  the  cases.  The  engagement 
at  Brooklyn,  like  that  of  Bunker  Hill,  was  a defeat — bnt  not,  like  that, 
more  glorious  than  most  victories.  Instead  of  inspiriting  the  defenders  of 
freedom,  its  consequences  were  depressing  and  disastrous ; and  the  day 
was  long  thought  of  as  a day  of  mistakes,  if  not  of  disgrace.  The  ground 
itself  came  at  once  into  the  possession  of  the  British,  and  so  continued  to 
the  end  of  the  war.  The  standard  of  general  intelligence  on  the  island 
was  neither  then,  nor  for  a good  while  thereafter,  very  high,  while  that  of 
patriotism  was  decidedly  low.  The  popular  enthusiasm,  so  ardent  else- 
where, was  here  unfelt,  or  for  so  long  a time  repressed,  that  silence  and 
indifference  in  regard  to  the  matters  in  question  became  habitual,  and 
have  never  been  disturbed.  Such,  it  is  believed,  are  some  of  the  causes  of 
a neglect  which  is  more  easily  accounted  for  than  justified. 

It  is  due  to  the  brave  combatants  of  that  day,  that  their  names  and 
deeds  should  be  remembered  and  commemorated,  in  common  with  many 
others — more  distinguished,  only  because  they  were  more  fortunate.  To 
this  end  we  contribute  our  mite.  IVe  would  induce  some  of  the  countless 
visitors  of  Green-"Wood  to  turn  aside,  and  stand  upon  the  spot  where  their 
fathers  once  stood,  “shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  strife  for  their  country.” 
At  least  we  would  liave  them  know,  as  they  ride  along,  that  the  very  earth 
beneath  them  was  reddened  in  the  conflict  which  secured  to  them  their 
great  and  fair  inheritance. 

The  unsparing  hand  of  improv^ement  is  fast  sweeping  aw.ay,  not  only 
the  vestiges  of  all  the  old  defences,  but  the  very  hills  on  which  they  were 
raised,  at  such  expense  of  treasure  and  toil.  Even  the  more  distant 
grounds,  beyond  the  lines  of  circumvallation,  upon  which  the  fight 
occurred,  have  in  some  instances  been  materially  changed.  The  actors  in 
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those  scenes  are  all  gone.  Of  traditionary  information  but  little  can  now 
be  gleaned,  and  that  little  will  soon  have  perished. 

That  the  British  would  make  an  early  and  vigorous  effort  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  waters  and  city  of  N"ew  York,  was  anticipated  almost  at 
the  commencement  of  the  struggle.  The  difficulty  of  defending  it  against 
a powerful  army  and  fleet,  which  resulted  from  its  position,  was  not 
diminished  by  the  well-known  disaffection  to  the  revolutionary  cause  that 
existed  among  the  inhabitants.  But  the  object  was  regarded  as  of  pre- 
eminent importance.  The  magnitude  of  the  city  itself,  its  convenient  and 
accessible  waters,  and  particularly  its  position  of  command — at  one 
extremity  of  the  great  communicating  line  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Canada — were  deemed  reasons  sufficient  for  maintaining  the  place  at 
almost  any  hazard. 

As  early  as  February,  1776,  General  Lee  was  ordered,  with  a small 
force,  to  F'ew  York,  to  guard  against  apprehended  danger  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  and  the  Tories.  Defensive  works  were  begun  under  his  direction, 
and  continued  to  be  prosecuted  by  Lord  Stirling  and  others,  until  the 
arrival  of  Washington,  in  April.  For  four  months  more,  the  work  of 
fortifying  went  on  under  his  eye,  and  the  most  strenuous  efforts  were 
made  to  provide  a sufficient  defence  against  the  expected  attack.  At  the 
end  of  June  the  British  fleet  and  army  began  to  arrive,  and  took  imme- 
diate possession  of  Staten  Island.  By  the  first  of  August,  a powerful  fleet 
and  thirty  thousand  men  were  stationed  on  and  around  it.  It  was  this 
strong  naval  and  land  armament  which  the  American  general  was  expected 
to  oppose  and  repel.  The  advantage  seemed  to  be  greatly  on  the  side  of 
the  enemy.  An  army  mostly  of  militiamen,  who  had  seen  no  service,  and 
knew  little  of  discipline — poorly  clothed  and  ill-paid,  with  few  of  the 
comforts,  or  even  the  necessaries  of  the  camp— scantily  provided  with  the 
arms  and  munitions  which  such  a service  requires,  and  unsupported  by  a 
single  war-ship— were  to  make  good  their  ground  against  numbers  greatly 
superior,  accustomed  to  all  the  duties  of  the  drill  and  the  field,  and 
completely  furnished  with  the  whole  materiel  of  war. 

Being  in  total  nncertainty  as  to  the  point  of  attack,  the  American  com- 
mander was  compelled  to  scatter  his  forces,  and  to  man  a great  extent  of 
lines.  In  addition  to  the  defences  on  Governor’s  Island,  and  on  both  sides 
of  the  island  of  Hew  York,  extending  up  the  Hudson  and  East  Eivers  for 
many  miles,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  guard  the  western  shore  of  Long 
Island,  where  it  approaches  and  commands  the  city.  A series  of  strong 
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iutrenchments  stretched  from  Red  Hook  quite  across  to  the  Wallabout. 
The  woody  ridge  which  extends  along  nearly  the  whole  eastern  side  of 
Brooklyn,  was  guarded  hy  detachments  and  pickets  posted  at  all  the 
openings. 

Such  was  the  position  of  affairs  when,  on  the  22d  of  xVugust,  the 
British  commenced  landing  their  troops  at  New  Utrecht,  near^  the  spot 
where  Tort  Hamilton  now  stands.  Four  days  afterward,  their  centre, 
composed  of  Hessians,  under  De  Hiester,  was  at  Flatbush;  the  right  wing, 
commanded  hy  Lords  CornwaUis  and  Percy,  extended  towards  Flatlands; 
while  the  left  wing,  under  General  Grant,  rested  on  the  coast.  From  the 
American  camp  the  British  centre  was  four  miles,  and  each  of  the  wings 
about  six  miles  distant.  Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  two 
brigades,  under  General  Grant,  advancing,  partly  along  the  coast-road,  and 
partly  by  Martenses’  Lane,  which  now  forms  the  southern  boundary  of 
Green-Wood,  drove  back  the  regiment  stationed  in  that  neighborhood. 
Lord  Stirling,  with  two  regiments  of  Southern  troops,  was  dispatched  to 
oppose  them.  The  day  broke  as  he  came  in  sight  of  his  foe,  whose  front, 
on  thetlowanus  road,  was  then  a little  in  advance  of  the  present  avenne 
to  the  Cemetery.  The  regiment  nnder  Colonel  Atlee,  which  was  retiring 
before  the  advancing  column,  was  immediately  stationed  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  near  the  point  where  Eighteenth  street  intersects  it.  The  other  two 
regiments  were  planted  farther  to  the  left,  on  the  hill  now  included  be- 
tween Eighteenth  and  Twentieth  streets.  A company  of  riflemen  was 
posted,  partly  on  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  partly  along  a hedge  near 
the  foot  of  the  hill.  Some  relics  of  this  temporary  shelter  may  still  be 

seen — 

“ There,  where  a few  torn  shrubs  the  place  disclose.” 

Having  made  his  arrangements,  and  while  momently  expecting  the  attack. 
Lord  Stirling  thus  addressed  his  men:— “The  commander,  soldiers,  of  that 
advancing  column  is  Major-General  Grant.  Not  long  since,  I heaid  him 
boast,  in  Parliament,  that  with  live  tliousand  men  he  would  undertake  to 
march  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other.  He  may  have,’'  added 
Lord  S.,  “his  five  thousand  men  with  him  now.  We  are  not  so  many; 
but  I thiuk  -wo  are  enough  to  prevent  his  advancing  farther  on  his  march 
over  the  continent  than  yonder  mill  pond,” 

The  British  having  brouglit  forward  a body  of  light  troops  to  within  a 
hundred  and  lifty  yards,  opened  their  fire,  which  was  returned  with  spirit. 
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After  two  hours’  fighting,  the  light  troops  retired  to  the  main  body.  The 
contest  was  continued  by  cannonade  for  several  hours  longer,  when  the 
noise  of  firing  in  their  rear  warned  the  Americans  that  an  immediate  retreat 
had  become  necessary. 

Unfortunately,  a pass  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  American  lines  had 
been  left  without  any  adequate  guard.  Secret  foes,  who  knew  but  too 
well  the  ground,  had  apprised  the  enemy  of  this  advantage.  In  the  course 
of  the  night,  the  British  right  wing,  making  a detour  through  New  Lotts, 
into  the  road  leading  from  Jamaica  to  Bedford,  Avas  thus  enabled  to  throw 
itself  between  the  American  detachments  and  their  camp.  The  troops, 
thus  assailed  by  a fire  in  front  and  rear,  mostly  broke  and  fled.  General 
Sullivan,  with  about  400  men,  was  posted  on  the  heights  immediately  west 
of  Flatbush.  Though  attacked  by  overwhelming  forces  on  both  sides,  he 
bravely  maintained  the  conflict  for  nearly  three  hours,  yielding  himself  a 
prisoner  only  when  farther  resistance  had  become  utterly  futile. 

"While  this  calamitous  afifair  was  going  on  in  the  American  right  and 
centre.  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  a strong  force,  was  advancing  toward 
Gowanns,  and  had  already  secured  the  causeway  and  bridge  at  the  Upper 
Mills,  when  Lord  Stirling,  in  his  retreat,  came  in  sight.  His  men  could 
get  back  to  the  inner  lines  only  by  crossing  the  marsh,  and  fording  or 
swimming  the  creek,  at  some  point  below.  To  protect  them  in  this  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  operation,  Stirling  advanced  against  Cornwallis  with 
400  men — ordering  all  the  rest  to  make  their  escape  as  best  they  could. 
The  conflict  of  this  forlorn  hope  M’ith  the  veteran  ti’oops  of  Cornwallis 
was  exceedingly  fierce,  and  at  one  time  all  but  successful.  But  neAV  and 
overwhelming  reinforcements  of  the  enemy  rendered  valor  and  patriotism 
alike  unavailing.  The  scene  of  this  struggle  is  supposed  to  have  been 
principally  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  ancient  Cortelyou  house,  still 
standing,  on  the  old  road  to  Gowanns,  with  the  date  1G99  in  large  figures 
on  its  gable.  Numerous  skeletons  disinterred  in  its  immediate  vicinity — 
and  some  of  them  quite  recently — leave  little  doubt  respecting  the  locality. 

Stirling,  having  by  this  engagement  secured  the  safety  of  his  main 
body,  made  an  attempt  to  escape  Avith  his  small  surviving  remnant.  But 
he  Avas  noAV  hemmed  completely  in,  and,  submitting  to  his  fate,  ho 
surrendered.  Se ’ ’ • '■  the  neighborhood. 


in  attempting  to  cross  the  marsh.  The  same  statement  was  made  by 
General  Ilowe,  in  his  official  dispatch.  It  is,  nevertheless,  undoubtedly  a 
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mistake.  A letter  is  extant,  written  a few  weeks  after  the  engagement  | 

by  Colonel  Haslet,  who  coinnianded  a regiment  in  Stirling’s  brigade,  and  ^ 

was  one  of  those  Avho  crossed  the  marsh.  He  states,  unequivocally,  that 
the  retreat  over  the  marsh  “ was  effected  in  good  order,  with  the  loss  of  * 

one  man  drowned  in  passing.” 

There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  there  was  much  fighting  within 
what  is  now  the  Cemetery  inclosure.  But  sharj)shooters  are  known  to 
have  been  perched  in  and  among  the  trees,  which  then  covered  thickly 
that  whole  range  of  hills ; and  tradition  has  it,  that  one  small  party  of 
riflemen  was  surrounded  and  exterminated  on  the  very  eminence  pre-  j 

sented  in  the  plate.  That  these  practised  marksmen  would  find  little 
mercy  at  the  hands  of  an  enemy  which  had  experienced  the  fatal  preci- 
sion of  their  aim,  was  only  to  be  expected.  In  one  instance,  at  least,  a 
British  officer,  unwilling  to  remain  the  object  of  their  too  partial 
attentions,  left  his  post  and  men,  and  took  shelter  in  a neighboring  farm- 
house. f 

As  the  "bodies  of  the  victims  in  this  struggle  were  mostly  interred  f 

where  they  fell,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  Green-AVood  is  the  sleep-  | 

ing-place  of  some  of  them.  It  is  time  that  a spot  were  set  apart,  on  its  j" 

most  commanding  and  beautiful  eminence,  in  honor  of  these  early  martyrs  j 

for  freedom.  Here  should  be  deposited  the  relics  which  have  been,  or  | 

from  time  to  time  shall  be  recovered,  in  the  numerous  excavations  now  I 

going  on  within  and  around  these  grounds.  It  maj-  be  diflicult,  nay  f 

impossible,  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  It  matters  not.  To  the  sturdy  f 

Briton,  who  in  death  remembered  his  dear  island-home;  the  poor,  hired 
Hessian,  whose  last  thoughts  were  of  his  wife  and  children  on  the  far- 
distant  Ehine ; and  the  patriot  yeoman,  whose  d\-ing  hour  was  sweetened 
by  the  reflection  that  he  fell  hi  a righteous  cause ; to  each  and  all  an 
honorable  burial. 

“ Gathor  him  to  his  grave  again. 

Ami  solemnly  an<l  softly  lay. 

Beneath  the  verdure  of  the  plain, 

The  warrior's  scattered  bones  away.” 

And  hero  we  may  allude  to  another  act  of  justice  and  gratitude,  which  j 
ought  not  longer  to  be  delayed.  It  is  w^  known  that  the  remains  of  the 
American  prisoners  who  died  in  such  mffl'ors  in  the  British  prison-ships, 
and  whoso  bodies  were  huddled  into  the  earth  on  a hill  in  North  Brook-  { 
lyn,  were  a few  years  since  piously  rescued  from  desecration,  and  con- 
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signed  to  a vault  not  far  from  the  entrance  to  the  United  States’  Navy 
Yard.  This  arrangement — the  act  of  one  generous  individual — must,  of 
necessity,  he  regarded  as  temporary.  The  spot  and  structure  are  destitute, 
not  only  of  security  against  future  molestation,  but  of  the  dignity  and 
solidity  which  become  such  a tomb.  Some  faint  efforts  have  indeed  been 
made  to  accomplish  their  removal  to  Green-Wood.  But  why  await  the 
tardy  action  of  the  General  Government?  Is  there  not  enough  of 
patriotism  and  gratitnde  in  these  two  great  and  wealthy  communities  to 
raise  the  means  for  a decent,  nay,  for  a noble  tribute  to  those  unfortunate 
men,  who  died  for  their  country  as  truly  as  though  they  had  fallen  on  the 
hattle-field  and  in  the  very  hour  of  victory?  Taken  while  defending  that 
country’s  cause,  were  they  less  to  be  commiserated  while  living,  or  less  to 
be  honored  and  deplored  in  death,  that  they  were  compelled  to  ex- 
perience the  pestilential  damps  and  nauseous  horrors  of  those  dismal 
cabins  into  which  they  Avere  crowded  like  so  many  sheep?  How  many 
fond  husbands  and  fathers,  how  many  Avell-beloved  sons,  amid  those 
appalling  scenes  of  want,  sickness,  and  death,  must  h.ave  sighed  for  the 
comfort  and  the  solace  of  the  homes  which  they  w’ere  never  moi%  to  see ! 
But  we  forbear.  Our  strongest  conception  of  such  a scene,  how  far  short 
must  it  fall  of  the  stern  reality  ! In  tliat  masterpiece  of  reasoning  and 
eloquence,  the  Oration  for  the  Crown,  the  incomparable  orator,  arguing 
the  point  that  well-meant  endeavor,  and  not  success,  is  the  test  and  proof 
of  merit,  reminds  his  countrymen  tliat  their  funeral  honors  had  ever  been 
paid  to  all  who  fell  in  the  service  of  Athens — the  unsuccessful  as  well  as 
the  victorious  brave.  The  citizens  of  a great  and  flourishing  state,  in  the 
brightest  era  of  civilization  and  Christianity,  should  learn  a lesson  here 
from  pagan  Greece.  Must  some  Demosthenes  .arise,  with  superhuman 
power,  to  explain  and  enforce  their  duty,  before  they  will  hear  and  obey 
its  dictates? 

Ttie  position  assigned  to  Lord  Stirling’s  troops  and  General  Gr.ant’s 
brigade,  in  the  plans  of  the  battle  which  accompany  Marshall’s  History 
and  Sparks’  Washington — a phan  Avhich  has  been  lately  copied,  Avithout 
correction,  in  Duer’s  Life  of  Stirling — is  very  erroneous.  On  those  plans, 
the  contending  forces  are  jdaced  about  opposite  to  Y elloAV  Hook  ; Avhereas, 
in  fact,  Stirling  did  not  advance  beyond  the  middle  of  Gowanus  Bay,  nor 
farther  south  than  a hill  on  Wyckoff’s  grounds,  lying  between  Avhat,  in 
the  future  topography  of  the  city,  Avill  be  Eighteenth  and  TAventieth 
streets.  There  Avas,  hoAvever,  if  Ave  may  credit  tradition,  a little  fighting 
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in  the  neighborhood  of  Yellow  Ilook — a slight  skirmish,  not  noticed  in 
any  of  the  published  accounts,  between  the  advancing  British  and  Atlee’s 
retiring  regiment,  in  whieh  a few  lives  were  lost. 

The  Knickerbocker  Magazine  for  April,  1839,  contains  an  interesting 
article  on  the  battle  of  Long  Island,  prepared  from  a discourse  originally 
delivered  before  the  Kew  York  Historical  Society,  by  Samuel  Ward,  Jr. 
It  is  illustrated  by  an  engraved  sketch  of  the  battle-ground,  which  is 
believed  to  be,  by  far,  the  most  accurate  of  any  yet  published.  The  plan 
was  drawn  by  Major  D.  B.  Douglass,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  from 
personal  inspection.  The  major,  to  whose  energy  and  taste  Green-Wood 
Cemetery  is  largely  indebted,  had  examined  the  entire  battle-ground  with 
the  eye  of  a soldier  as  well  as  surveyor,  and  the  sketch  which  he  furnished 
may  he  relied  on  as  authentic  and  complete. 

Much  has  been  written  respecting  the  causes  of  this  defeat.  The 
sudden  illness  of  General  Greene,  who  had  superintended  the  fortifica- 
tions, and  knew  all  the  circumstances  and  necessities  of  the  American 
position, — the  neglect,  consequent,  perhaps,  on  the  change  of  comman- 
ders, to  guard  properly  the  Jamaica  road, — were  doubtless  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  surprise,  the  rout,  the  capture  of  two  generals,  and  of  so 
many  soldiers. 

But  had  it  been  otherwise — ^had  every  precaution  been  taken — little 
more  could  have  been  done,  or  was  probably  expected,  than  to  check  the 
advancing  foe.  The  American  forces  might  have  retreated  in  good  order, 
with  comparatively  small  loss — hut  they  must  have  retreated.  Five 
thousand  raw  recruits— few  of  whom  had  ever  been  in  battle,  and  most 
of  whom  must  have  fought  without  cover — could  not  long  have  resisted 
twenty  thousand  well-appointed  veterans.  The  real  wonder  is,  that  they 
did  so  well.  It  wms  the  first  fight  of  the  war  which  took  place  in  the  open 
field.  To  no  greater  trial  of  courage  could  those  patriot  but  unpractised 
soldiers  have  been  put.  Praise  to  their  memories! — most  of  them  stood 
well  the  test.  Tlicy  boldly  faced  or  repeatedly  charged  the  foe,  and  fled 
or  yielded  only  when  longer  resistance  would  have  been  madness  and 
utter  extermination. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  period  in  the  revolutionary  struggle  to  which  we 
can  recur  more  profitably,  than  to  the  anxious  summer  and  the  gloomy 
autumn  of  1776.  The  courage  which  survived  such  disasters;  the  hope 
which  lived  on  amid  so  many  discouragements;  the  faith  which  no 
reverses  nor  difliculties  could  sluike,  and  which  finally  rose  triumphant 
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over  them  all — have  long  commanded,  and  must  ever  command  the 
wonder  of  the  world.  And  shall  they  not  awaken  something  more  than 
admiration  in  us,  to  whose  benefit  they  have  inured  so  largely  ? 

It  was  while  chilled  by  these  blasts  of  adversity — while  watered,  as 
it  were,  by  the  tears  of  those  great  spirits,  who  for  a long  time  could 
bring  to  the  suffering  cause  little  besides  their  own  indomitable  energies 
— that  the  tree  of  freedom  was  sending  its  roots  outward  and  downward, 
ahd  gathering  strength  for  that  rapidly  expanding  growth  which  marked 
the  summer  of  its  prosperity.  It  is  not,  be  it  ever  remembered,  the 
magnitude  of  armies — the  masterly  tactics,  by  which  mighty  masses  are 
made  to  march  and  countermarch — the  brilliancy  of  the  charge — the 
steady  bravery  of  the  repulse — or  all  the  bloody  statistics  of  the  most 
ensanguined  conflict,  which  can  attach  to  military  operations  a true  and 
lasting  interest.  A hundred  terrible  battles  gave  to  Napoleon  a fame 
unequalled  in  the  annals  of  Avar,  and  that  “ name  at  which  tlie  world 
grew  pale.”  But  they  were  unconnected  with  high  principle — they  Avere 
followed  by  no  great,  benignant  results — and  in  the  sober  estimate  of 
future  times,  will  rank,  in  importance,  far  below  those  Fabian  campaigns 
AA'hich  laid  the  foundations  of  an  empire,  that  already  Avalks,  with  its  rank 
unchallenged,  among  the  foremost  poAvers  of  earth. 

Not  in  vain,  then,  Avas  even  the  defeat  of  Brooklyn ; not  in  vain,  the 
anguish  with  which  the  usually  calm  spirit  of  Washington  was  that  day 
torn.  Not  in  vain  were  those  two  anxious  days  and  nights  which  he 
passed  on  horseback,  and  Avhich  saved  from  death  or  captivity  nine 
thousand  men.  These,  and  more — the  reluctant  abandonment  of  the  city 
— the  coAvardice  and  desertion  of  the  militia — the  loss  of  the  forts — and 
that  sad  retreat  of  the  reduced,  discouraged,  barefooted,  and  half-naked 
army  through  the  Jerseys — Avere  all  needed.  In  the  immortal  letters  and 
dispatches  of  the  great  commander,  and  in  the  painful  annals  of  the  time, 
Ave  read  the  cost  and  the  value  of  Avhat  wo  are  now  enjoying.  Without 
these,  Avo  liad  not  fully  knoAvn  how  inherent,  how  enduring  and  elastic  is 
the  power  of  an  earnest  and  virtuous  patriotism.  Without  them,  even 
the  transcendent  name  of  Washington  could  not  have  filled  the  mighty 

measure  of  its  fame. 
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II.— THE  KEEPER’S  LODGE. 

“ A voice  from  ‘the  Green-Wood T — a voice ! and  it  said, 

‘Ye  have  chosen  me  out  as  a home  for  your  dead ; 

From  tlie  bustle  of  life  ye  have  rendered  me  free ; 

My  earth  ye  have  hallowed ; henceforth  I shall  be 
A garden  of  graves,  where  your  loved  ones  shall  restT” 

On  the  left  of  the  avenue,  and  just  beyond  the  entrance,  stands  the 
Keeper’s  Lodge.  It  is  a cottage  in  the  rustic,  pointed  st^de,  with  four  gables. 
The  sides  are  of  plank  uprights,  battened  with  cedar  poles,  rough  from  the 
forest.  Its  whole  exterior  is  unsmoothed  and  unpainted,  yet  it  is  symmet- 
rical and  picturesque.  Embowered  in  the  grove,  and  already  looking  old 
enough  to  be  coeval  with  the  trees  that  shade  it,  its  entire  aspect  is  in 
harmony  with  the  place  and  its  associations.  In  such  a home,  we  sometimes 
imagine,  might  have  been  found,  long  ago,  near  the  church-yard  of  some 
quiet  hamlet  in  our  fatherland,  one  of  those  immortal  sextons,  whose 
occupation  and  quaint  humor  genius  has  loved  to  depict. 

Hard  by,  a tower  of  the  same  primitive  order,  supports  a bell,  which 
is  rung  whenever  a funeral  train  enters  the  grounds.  Tliis  is  a custom 
hallowed  by  its  own  appropriateness,  as  well  as  by  long  and  general 
observance.  In  cities,  the  tolling  of  bells  for  the  dead  has,  as  a matter  of 
necessity,  been  long  discontinued.  In  country  villages,  however,  the  usage 
still  prevails.  The  deep  tones  of  the  bell  in  Green- Wood,  penetrating  its 
dells,  and  echoing  from  its  hills,  are  the  only  sounds  that  reach  the  mourner's 
ear,  as  he  follows  some  dear  object  to  the  tomb.  Often,  we  know,  at  such 
times,  this  unexpected  but  still  familiar  sound  has  touched  the  springs  of 
memory  and  feeling,  carrying  back  the  mind  to  the  homely  scenes  but 
bright  hours  of  Cliildhood — to  the  far-off,  native  vale — to  that  knell  from 
the  village  steeple,  which  once  called  the  reminiscent  to  weep  over  some 
sweet  flower,  cut  down  in  its  morning  beauty — and  to  that  humble  grave- 
yard, where,  bedewed  with  tears  of  veneration  and  love,  a father  and 
mother  now  sleep,  side  by  side. 

A mournful  ofllco  is  thine,  old  bell. 

To  ring  forth  naught  but  the  last  sad  knell 
Of  the  coffined  worm,  as  he  p.asseth  by — 

And  thou  scemest  to  say.  Ye  all  must  die! 
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No  joyful  peal  dost  tlaou  ever  ring ; 

But  ever  and  aye,  as  hither  they  bring 

The  dead  to  sleep  ’neath  the  “Green-Wood”  tree, 

Thy  voice  is  heard,  pealing  mournfully. 

No  glad  occasion  dost  thou  proclaim 
Thy  mournful  tone  is  ever  the  same ; 

The  slow,  measured  peal  that  tells  of  woe 
Such  as  those  who  feel  it  may  only  know. 

Had  thy  tongue  the  power  of  speech,  old  bell, 
Methinks  strange  stories  ’twmuld  often  tell ; 

How  some  are  brought  hither  with  tear  and  moan, 
While  others  pass  by,  unmourned,  alone ; 


How  strangers  are  hither  brought  to  sleep. 

Whose  home,  perchance,  wms  beyond  the  deep. 
Wlio,  seeking  our  shore,  came  but  to  die. 

And  here  in  this  hallowed  spot  to  lie ; 

How  a wife  hath  followed  a husband’s  bier— 
How  a husband  hath  followed  a wife  most  dear— 
How  brother  and  sister  have  come,  in  turn. 

To  shed  a tear  o’er  a parent’s  urn ; 

How  the  victim  of  sorrow’s  ceaseless  smart 
Hath  given  up  life  with  a willing  heart. 

And  thought  of  this  spot  with  a smiling  face. 
Glad  at  last  to  find  him  a resting-place. 

I wonder  if  thou  dost  ring,  old  bell, 

Tor  the  rich  man  a louder,  longer  knell. 

Than  thou  dost  for  the  poor  who  enter  here 
On  the  humble  and  unpretending  bier! 

And  dost  thou  ring  forth  a peal  less  sad 
For  the  pure  and  good,  than  for  the  bad? 

Or  dost  thou  toll  the  same  knell  for  all  — 

The  rich  and  the  poor,  the  great  and  small? 
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Oh,  a mournful  office  is  thine,  old  bell. 

To  ring  forth  naught  but  the  last  sad  knell 
Of  the  coffined  worm,  as  he  passeth  by, — 

And  thou  seemest  to  say.  Prepare  to  die ! 

Aethue  Moeeell. 


III.— THE  CLINTOH  MOXUMEXT. 

The  author  of  this  work,  ilr.  Henut  Kirke  Beowx,  is  a native  of 
Massachusetts,  who  had  become  skilful  as  a painter  before  he  took  up  the 
modelling  stick  and  chisel.  After  a year  or  two  of  success  in  Albanv,  he 
went  to  Rome  and  worked  four  years.  On  his  return,  he  settled  in  Brook- 
lyn, and  soon  after  executed  the  statue  of  Clinton.  This  prepared  the  wav 
for  a greater  work — the  equestrian  statue  of  Washington,  in  Union  Place, 
New  York.  It  was  undertaken  in  conjunction  with  his  friend  Horatio 
Geeenough.  The  death,  almost  immediately  afterwards,  of  that  accom- 
plished artist,  threw  the  whole  on  his  partner.  This  statue  speaks  for 
itself.  When  the  Eebellion  began,  Mr.  Brown  was  professionally  eniploved 
in  South  Carolina.  During  the  existence  of  the  “Art  Commission  ” at 
Washington,  he  was  at  the  head  of  that  Board. 

The  Clinton  Statue,  during  its  short  sojourn  in  front  of  the  Xew  York 
City  Hall  (whei’e  it  was  seen  at  great  disadvantage  and  should  never  have 
gone),  was  subjected  to  various  criticism.  Seen  in  its  present  admir.able 
position,  at  the  height  and  distance  necessary  to  give  due  proportion  and 
effect  to  a colossal  form,  it  is  a fit  and  noble  memorial  of  the  illustrions 
original. 

The  statue  of  Clinton  presents  him  in  the  attitude  of  speaking.  His 
garb  is  the  full  dress  of  an  American  gentleman,  sixty  years  ago.  The  long 
cloak  of  that  period  hangs  loosely  from  the  shoulders,  and,  like  the  Roman 
toga,  imparts  to  the  figure  an  aspect  of  greater  fulness  and  dignity.  As  a 
l)ortrait,  the  face  has  been  approved  by  many  who  were  once  fiimiliar  with 
the  man.  On  the  two  longer  sides  of  the  bronze  pedestal,  .are  representa- 
tions in  relief,  expressive  of  the  groat  work  to  which  Clinton  owed  so  much 
of  his  fame.  In  one  you  see  it  in  progress — the  survev,  the  excavation, 
the  teams,  etc.  Upon  the  other  side  the  canal  in  full  operation.  The 
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bustling  scene  around  the  boat  and  the  dock  is  happily  contrasted  with 
the  idle  group  of  Indians  who  seem  to  be  looking  in  sadness  on  the  enter- 
prise before  which  they  and  their  bark  canoes  are  fast  fading  away. 

The  cost  of  this  monument  was  $15,000.  One-fifth  of  the  amount  was 
contributed  by  Green-Wood  Cemetery. 

To  Mr.  Brown  we  owe  the  statue  on  the  monument  of  Dr.  Samuel  L. 
Mitchell — a marble  personification  of  the  Ilistoric  Muse.  This  pleasing 
work  may  be  seen  near  Forest  Dell,  in  Section  78. 

On  Meadow  Hill  (Section  104),  in  ground  belonging  to  Mrs.  William  S. 
Packer,  there  is  a bronze  statue  of  Hope,  which  was  executed  by  Mr. 
Brown.  To  the  same  tasteful  and  skilful  hand,  we  owe  the  exquisitely 
conceived  and  sculptured  tablet  of  white  marble,  which  is  inserted  in  the 
modest  monument  of  A.  M.  Cozzens,  on  Vine  Hill  (Section  97). 


IV.— VISTA  HILL. 

In  pages  66  to  72  of  “Green-Wood  Illustrated”  may  be  found  copious 
extracts  from  Dr.  Farley’s  excellent  Address,  together  with  Dr.  Pierpont’s 
beautiful  Hymn.  We  repeat  here  the  introduction  to  that  article,  for  its 
general  as  well  as  particular  application. 

“Yet  not  to  thine  etern.il  resting-place 
Shalt  thou  retire  aione;  nor  couldst  thou  wish 
Couch  more  magnificent. 

“ Vista  Hill  is  a gentle  elevation,  situated  on  the  Tour,  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Cedar  Grove.  A portion  of  this  hiU  is  inclosed  by  an 
iron  paling,  with  a handsome  gateway  opening  to  the  east.  Tlie  spacious 
inclosuro  is  slightly  elliptical.  This  beautiful  spot  has  been  secured  and 
set  apart  for  burial  purposes  by  the  Church  of  the  Saviour.  Wo  have 
already  had  occasion  to  allude  to  this  wise  and  Christian  appropriation. 
Is  it  not  wise  to  bind  more  closely  together,  by  the  solemn  and  tender 
associations  of  the  grave,  those  who  meet  and  worship  in  the  same  sanc- 
tuary? And  is  not  that  a heaven-born  charity,  which  not  only  remem- 
bers the  poor  while  living,  but,  with  delicate  regard  to  the  tendorcst  feel- 
ings of  our  nature,  provides  for  them  such  sepulture  ? Praise  to  those 
who  designed  and  who  have  accomplished  the  work  ! 
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“ One  or  two  otLer  congregations  own  lots  in  Green-Wood,  but  no 
other  one  has  appropriated  and  inclosed  a tract  for  common  occupancy. 
Tlie  Cemetery  still  contains  spots  admirably  adapted  to  such  a use.  Will 
not  some,  will  not  many  of  the  two  hundred  churches,  which  are  destined 
to  make  Green-Wood  their  place  of  burial,  take  care  to  secure  these  choice 
positions,  before  they  shall  be  pre-occupied  by  individual  proprietors? 
That  every  church  should  have  its  own  burying-ground,  is  consonant  as 
well  to  natural  fitness  and  religious  propriety,  as  to  long  experience.  The 
dead  may  indeed  no  longer  rest  under  or  around  the  sacred  walls  which 
were  so  dear  to  them  in  life.  Tet  the  place  of  sepulture  may  be  hallowed 
by  solemn  assembly  and  religious  rite.  As  pastor  and  people — the  young 
and  the  old— the  rich  and  the  poor,  cluster  together  there,  how  precious, 
how  holy  will  the  place  become  ? What  more  can  it  need  to  consecrate 
and  endear  it,  than  its  own  simple  charms,  associated  as  they  will  then  be 
with  so  many  treasures  of  the  heart — so  many  tender  memories  and  con- 
solatory hopes  ?” 


Y.— GREEN-WOOD  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  first  printed  document-relating  to  Green-Wood  was  the  pamphlet 
of  Major  Douglass,  referred  to  in  the  History.  It  bears  the  following 
title ; “ Exposition  of  the  Plan  and  Objects  of  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery, 
an  Incorporated  Trust  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York.”  It  has  eighteen  pages  of  text,  and  an  appendix,  containing  the 
memorials  which  had  been  presented  to  the  State  and  the  City  authorities, 
and  also  the  action  of  those  bodies.  It  came  out  in  1839.  The  terms  of 
subscription  at  the  first  opening  of  the  books,  with  an  abstract  of  the  con- 
ditions and  limitations,  came  out  the  same  year. 

In  the  summer  of  1842,  Mr.  Perry,  as  Vice-President,  and  by  order  of 
the  Trustees,  gave,  in  a small  pamphlet  of  eleven  pages,  a brief  exposition 
of  the  character,  object,  rules,  and  officers  of  the  Institution. 

In  1843,  there  came,  from  the  same  source,  a similar,  but  somewh.at 
larger  pamphlet.  It  showed  that  the  Institution  was  beginning  to  look 
up.  An  Indian  damsel  and  a crazy  poet  had  been  buried  in  Green-Wood, 
and  the  event  was  duly  celebrated  in  prose  and  verse. 
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Tha  pamplilet  wliicli  came  out  in  1844  was  very  brief — a mere  extract 
from  tbe  Comptroller’s  Report  for  that  year. 

In  tbe  following  year  tbe  annual  Green-Wood  publication  appeared  in 
more  imposing  form.  It  bad  tweiity-six  pages  of  text,  fourteen  pages  of 
appendix,  and  a catalogue  of  proprietors  which  covered  nineteen  pages. 

In  1847,  this  pamphlet  of  rules  and  regulations  was  nearly  doubled  in 
size  by  the  “Descriptive  Notices  of  Green-Wood  Blustrated,”  Avhich,  with 
permission  of  author  and  publisher,  were  given  in  full.  The  historical 
narrative  for  184C  makes  mention  of  this  work,  begun  that  year,  under 
an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Robert  Martin,*  brought  out  in  numbers  at  irreg- 
ular intervals,  and  completed  in  1847.  As  this  costly  and  elegant  volume 
has  long  been  out  of  the  market,  I preserve  here  a tabular  statement  of  its 
contents : 

Green- Wood  in  1846.  The  Entrance.  The  Keeper’s  Lodge.  Poet’s 
Mound.  Ocean  Hill.  Indian  Mound.  Bay  Grove  Hill.  Oaken  Bluff. 
Fern  Hill.  Lawn-girt  Hill.  The  Tour,  as  seen  from  Ocean  Hill.  Sylvan 
Cliff.  Vista  Hill.  Ocean  Hill.  Battle  Hill.  The  Pilot’s  Monument. 
German  Lots  and  Odd  Fellows’  Ground.  Monuments. 

Only  three  of  the  articles  were  unaccompanied  by  plates.  The  engra- 
vings are  faithful  as  well  as  beautiful  pictures,  executed  in  the  highest  style 
of  art.  The  article  on  Bay  Grove  Hill  is  mainly  a biographical  sketch  of 
De  Witt  Clinton,  whose  remains,  at  that  time,  were  resting  in  a tomb 
upon  this  hill.  Battle  Hill  is  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Brooklyn,  so  fai 
as  the  conflict  occurred  in  and  around  Gowanus ; a description,  prepared 
with  care,  after  much  inquiry  and  personal  examination  of  the  ground 
not  then  transformed  by  excavation  and  grading  into  city  streets  and  lots. 
The  article  last  enumerated,  though  not  the  last  in  the  volume,  is  an  essay 
on  monumental  architecture  and  sculpture,  and  on  the  material  best  fitted 
for  their  use. 

The  record  for  1840  makes  mention  of  the  Directory  for  visitors  in 

* Mr.  Martin  is  a nat4ve  of  England,  and  was  formerly  connected  with  George  Virtue,  of 
London,  In  the  pnhlication  of  Illustrated  works,  lie  became  interested  in  Green-Wood  as  one 
of  the  original  owners — as  a resident  in  its  neighborhood— and  especially  as  having  early  in- 
trusted to  its  keeping  an  only  and  beloved  child.  Several  other  works  of  the  illustrated  kind, 
and  of  a very  costly  character,  were  published  by  him  in  numbers,  and  distributed  by  agents. 
Though  ho  did  not  belong  properly  to  the  literary  guild,  and  could  make  no  pretensions  to 
rank  in  the  publishing  fraternity  with  John  Murray  or  George  Putnam,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  artists,  the  p.iper-dealers,  and  the  printers  missed  him,  when  ho  retired  from  the  book 
business. 
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Green-Wood,  and  its  biographical  notices,  published  that  year.  Xothing 
more  needs  bo  said  of  it  here.  About  five  thousand  copies  of  this  book 
were  printed  and  disposed  of. 

In  1853  the  Company  published  a small  pamphlet  of  forty-four  pages, 
with  the  following  title  : “Hots  Conceesog  Geeen-Wood,  its  Mosc- 

MENTS  AND  Impeovements,  BY  N.  Cleaveland.”  I know  not  how  I can 
better  state  the  motive  and  purpose  of  this  little  tract,  than  by  repeating 
here  its  own  explanation. 

“ But  it  should  be  remembered,  that  the  good  looks  and  the  high  repu- 
tation of  Green-Wood  depend  not  for  continuance  upon  its  officers  aloru. 
The  owners  of  lots — those  who  plant,  and  those  who  build  upon  this 
ground — by  the  exercise  of  a good,  or  of  a mistaken  taste — ^by  the  display 
of  intelligence,  or  of  ignorance — may  greatly  modify  the  character  of  the 
place.  A cursory  inspection  of  the  inclosures  and  monuments  in  Green- 
Wood  wUl  furnish  numerous  illustrations  of  this  remark,  in  both  kinds. 
The  directors  have,  indeed,  wisely  reserved  to  themselves  a discretionary 
power  over  the  improvements  or  changes  which  may  be  made  in  the  lots 
sold.  Any  serious  annoyance  to  others — any  great  enormity  in  matters 
of  taste  and  propriety  will,  doubtless,  be  prevented  or  removed  under  this 
authority.  Beyond  this,  it  is  an  affair  of  difficulty  and  delicacy  to  interfere. 
To  advise,  or  to  dissuade,  is  about  all  that  can  be  done  in  ordinary  cases. 
The  subject  is  important,  and  must  commend  itself  to  all  who  feel  an  in- 
terest in  Green-Wood. 

“ While  there  are  some  whose  own  good  sense  and  taste  are  a suffi- 
cient guide  in  matters  of  this  sort,  it  is  certain  that  far  the  greater  number 
rely,  mainly,  on  opinions  (not  always  judicious)  derived  from  others. 
Many  are  content  with  blindly  copying  some  fanciful  or  quaint  conceit, 
which  has  caught  their  eye — tolerable,  perhaps,  while  it  stood  alone,  but 
odious  when  oft  repeated.  Others  visit  the  stone  cutter’s  yard,  look  at  his 
ready-made  specimens,  and  listen  to  advice  wTiich  not  even  charity  herself 
can  suppose  to  bo  always  disinterested.  Or  anxious,  pcrh.aps,  to  have 
something  very  expressive  and  original,  they  concoct,  with  his  aid,  some 
outre  design,  and  then  perpetrate  in  marble  the  long-enduring  folly. 

“ It  is  not  very  strange  that  there  are  numerous  violations  of  good 
taste  in  the  adornments  of  our  burial  grounds.  In  the  great  m.ajority  of 
cases,  attention  is  first  turned  to  this  subject  when  a lot  is  purchased,  or 
w’hcn  the  death  of  some  friend  c.alls  for  a memorial.  Upon  a point  which 
has  received  no  previous  consideration,  the  idea  first  presented,  however 
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crude,  will  probably  be  accepted.  It  is  with  tbe  hope  of  preventing,  at 
least  in  some  instances,  action  so  inconsiderate,  that  the  following  sug- 
gestions are  oflered.  They  claim  no  weight  but  such  as  they  may  derive 
from  appeals  to  a simple  taste,  and  to  common  sense.” 

The  following  list  of  headings  will  show  at  least  what  topics  are  treated 
in  this  small  pamphlet:  “Inclosures;”  “ Trees,  Shrubbery,  Flowers ;” 

“ Monuments  and  Memorials ;”  “ Tombs ;”  “ Symbolic  Devices “Epi- 
taphs.” 

Many  copies  of  the  “ Hints”  have,  during  the  last  ten  years,  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  purchasers  and  owners  of  Green-Wood  lots.  We  try  to- 
believe  that  the  little  seeds  have  not  all  fallen  among  thorns,  or  upon 
stony  ground. 

In  1853  the  Descriptive  hTotices  were  left  out  of  the  annual  pamphlet, 
which,  with  its  fast-increasing  list  of  lot-owners,  was  getting  to  be  very 
bulky.  After  1854  this  pamphlet  was  issued  biennially. 

In  1863  the  Eules,  Eegulations,  and  Suggestions  came  out  in  a separate 
pamphlet  of  fifty-two  pages.  The  Catalogue  of  Proprietors  was  printed 
by  itself,  and  occupies  one  hundred  and  forty-five  closely  printed  pages. 

The  first  published  report  of  a financial  character  was  printed  in  1861. 
It  is  a pamphlet  of  ninety-four  pages.  Sixty -four  of  these  pages  are  occu- 
pied by  statistics,  and  contain  every  important  item  of  receipt  and  ex- 
penditure from  the  actual  commencement  of  the  Institution  in  1839  to  the 
close  of  1860.  The  necessity  and  the  character  of  the  various  purchases, 
expenditures,  and  improvements,  are  shown  in  several  pages  of  explanatory 
remarks,  to  all  which  are  appended  the  legislative  acts  which  relate  to  the 
Cemetery.  Similar  reports  for  1861,  1862,  and  1863  have  since  appeared. 
This  series  will  be  continued  annually.  Every  fact  of  importance  in  the 
future  history  and  condition  of  the  Institution,  will  thus  bo  put  on  record, 
and  made  known  to  the  public. 
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VI.— THE  FOREIGN'  BIRDS. 

The  English  birds  were  obtained  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Thomas  S. 
“Woodcock,  a gentleman  of  much  experience  in  such  matters.  The  bill 
dated  “Manchester,  November  13th,  1852,”  shoe's  that  there  were  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight,  namely:  forty-eight  skylarks,  twenty-four  wood- 
larks, forty-eight  goldfinches,  twenty-four  robins,  twelve  thrushes,  and 
twelve  blackbirds.  Of  these,  the  woodlarks  were  the  most  costly ; the 
thrushes  and  blackbirds  coming  next,  and  the  average  price  being  a 
fraction  over  eightpence  a bird.  The  entire  cost,  including  birds,  cages, 
keep,  and  freight,  was  £22«3s.  4<Z. 


VII.— THE  CHAGOT  GROUND  AND  MOUNT  "WASHINGTON. 

This  annoyance  (the  Ohagot  Lots),  after  having  continued  for  more 
than  a quarter  of  a century,  has  at  last  ceased  to  exist  as  a thorn  in  the 
side  of  Green-Wood.  Arrangements  only  just  now  perfected  (-June,  1864) 
give  to  the  Cemetery  absolute  possession  and  unquestioned  occupancy  of 
tiiese  lots.  A glance  at  the  map  will  show  that  the  intrusion  of  this  small 
strip,  with  its  right  of  way,  made  a large  and  valuable  tract  all  but  useless 
to  the  Cemetery  ; that  Sections  123,  112,  113,  and  114  were  thus  dis- 
severed, while  Sections  E,  F,  G,  H,  and  J,  were  thrown  into  such  disad- 
vantage of  position  as  disqualified  them  for  cemetery  purposes.  The 
ground  thus  shut  out,  aud  used,  these  many  years,  only  as  pasturage,  is 
not  surpassed  in  beauty  and  eligibility  by  any  portion  of  the  Cemetery. 
It  contains  the  liighest  point  in  all  Green-Wood,  and  has  a lakelet,  not 
given  in  the  map,  Avhich,  in  time,  may  vie  with  Valley  or  with  Crescent 
Water. 

As  we  reflect  on  the  circumstances  of  this  long  vexation,  the  thought 
is  humiliating  as  well  as  painful,  that  avariee  and  ignorance  and  obstinacy 
combined,  possess  such  capacity  to  thwart  aud  to  annoy.  For  a moment  we 
may  even  wish  that  there  were,  somewhere,  a sharp  and  summary  power 
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for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  so  intolerable.  But  no — ’tis  better  as  it  is ; 
far  better  that  the  rights  of  property  as  guaranteed  by  law  should  some- 
times be  abused  by  its  possessors,  than  that  they  should  ever  bo  violated 
by  others  in  the  slightest  respect  or  degree. 

Nor  is  the  patience  with  which  this  ill-natured  provocation  has  been 
borne  wholly  without  reward.  But  for  Monsieur  Chagot, 'Mount  Wash- 
ington and  its  declivities  would,  probably,  long  since  have  been  sold  in 
Cemetery  lots,  at  the  low  rates  which  then  prevailed.  The  benevolent 
Frenchman  just  kept  the  ground  out  of  the  market  until,  under  a different 
tariS’  of  prices,  it  will  sell  for  something  nearer  its  real  value. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  lends  its  aid  in  reconciling  us  to 
this  miserable  Chagot  affair.  On  the  commanding  eminence  so  strangely 
preserved,  and  soon  to  be  graded  and  made  accessible,  we  hope,  ere  long, 
to  see  an  edifice  rising  which  shall  be  the  crowning  glory  of  Green-Wood. 
The  idea  of  a structure  within  these  grounds,  which  may  become  a public 
mausoleum  for  departed  worth,  and  in  which  the  architect,  the  sculptor, 
and  the  painter  can  place  their  choicest  material  and  most  exquisite  pro- 
ductions, without  fear  of  injury  from  rudeness,  or  accident,  or  the  elements, 
has  been  presented  in  another  part  of  the  volume.  At  no  other  point  in 
the  Cemetery  would  the  walls  and  towers  of  such  an  edifice  be  seen  with 
equal  advantage.  Nowhere  else  would  their  summits  command  a view  so 
varied  and  magnificent. 


VIII.— TREES  AND  SHRUBBERY. 

One  of  the  first  questions  that  arose  in  regard  to  the  improvement  of 
Green-Wood,  had  reference  to  its  trees  and  shi-ubbery.  These,  which 
covered  a large  portion  of  the  ground,  had  constituted  one  of  its  strongest 
recommendations  in  the  view  of  those  who  selected  it  for  the  Cemetery. 
The  very  name  they  gave  to  it  might  bo  regarded  as  an  indication  of  the 
importance  which  they  attached  to  this  remarkable  feature  of  the  place, 
and  of  their  purpose  to  keep  that  feature  unimpaired. 

The  original  trees  of  Green-Wood  were  Oaks,  Chestnuts,  Walnuts, 
Gum-trees,  Tulip-trees,  and  Dog-woods.  Interspersed  witli  these  might 
be  seen  many  specimens  of  the  Beech,  the  Maple,  the  Plano  tree,  the  Cedar, 
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and  tlio  Pine.  The  Butternut,  the  Ironwood,  the  Pepperidge,  and  the 
Persimmon  were  not  uncommon  there.  Many  of  these  trees  were  old  and 
large,  and  handsome,  and  all  of  them  in  their  natural,  hut  not  ungraceful 
grouping,  presented  fine  masses  of  variegated  foliage.  Still  the  general 
aspect  of  the  wooded  portions  was*  that  of  the  thicket  rather  than  of  the 
grove.  This  dense  growth  not  only  made  the  ground  almost  useless  for  its 
specific  purpose,  but  efiectually  precluded  that  access  of  light  and  air,  with- 
out which  grass  cannot  grow.  Gradually,  the  underbrush  was  removed 
and  the  trees  were  thinned  out,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned, 
as  the  issue  conclusively  showed. 

Aud  yet  it  required  some  faith  and  some  courage  to  persevere  in  a course 
which  many,  at  the  time,  were  disposed  to  condemn.  Some,  who  pro- 
fessed a warm  interest  in  the  enterprise,  and  almost  claimed  to  be  regarded 
as  arbiters  of  taste,  were  sharp  in  their  censure  of  the  process.  The  van- 
dal operation  of  pruning  would  mar,  they  said,  the  finest  charm  of  Green- 
Wood,  by  taking  away  all  its  wildness. 

With  the  successful  result  now  before  us,  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to 
argue  the  question  in  point  of  policy  or  of  taste.  Indeed,  the  real  diffi- 
culty has  been  not  in  retaining  or  procuring  a sufficiency  of  foliage,  but  in 
avoiding  its  excess.  Notwithstanding  the  removal  of  many  large  trees  and 
of  innumerable  smaller  ones,  so  rapid  is  the  growth  of  those  which  were 
left,  and  of  those  which  have  been  planted,  that  Green-Wood  is  much 
more  shaded  to-day  than  it  was  a quarter  of  a century  ago. 

Among  the  larger  trees,  the  Chestnut  has  been  found  the  most  objec- 
tionable. The  dust  that  falls  from  it  when  in  fiower,  stains  and  disfigures 
every  monument  which  it  touches.  Not  witliout  regret  has  it  been  found 
necessai’y  to  remove  many  noble  specimens  of  this  handsome  tree.  The 
Weeping  Willow  has  been  planted  in  many  a plot  of  Green-Wood,  and  is 
undoubtedly  regarded  as  especially  emblematical  of  grief.  It  grows  fast, 
looks  well  for  a short  time,  and  then  begins  to  dec.ay  near  the  root.  Uun- 
dreds  of  these  trees  have  been  removed,  and  all  that  remain  must  come  to 
the  same  conclusion. 

The  Norway  Spruce  has  been  a special  favorite  with  the  tree-planters 
in  this  Cemetery.  Its  spiry  form  and  deep  perennial  verdure  a.ssociate  it 
in  our  thoughts  with  the  funereal  Cypress,  and  seem  to  commend  it  to  the 
same  use.  While  this  tree  is  small,  it  is  both  handsome  and  appropriiite. 
But  it  shoots  up  and  spreads  out  so  rapidly  and  so  far,  as  soon  to  become 
a nuisance.  In  Green- Wood  not  a few  of  them  h.ave  fallen,  because  they 
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persisted  in  running  into  the  road,  or  across  the  foot-paths.  Others  made 
themselves  offensive  by  obstructing  the  light  and  the  air,  and  shutting  out 
the  view  of  every  thing  beyond  them,  and  so  they  had  to  go.  Many,  very 
many,  will  probably  be  extirpated  by  the  owners  of  the  smaller  lots,  as  it 
shall  become  more  and  more  evident  that  these  fast-growing  trees  are  out 
of  place  in  those  little  inclosures. 

Without  going  farther  into  particulars  in  this  respect,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  the  whole  question  of  trees  in  cemeteries  is  a question  that  re- 
quires careful  consideration.  The  real  danger  lies,  evidently,  on  the  side 
of  excess.  Almost  everywhere  the  same  tendency  is  seen.  Formerly, 
the  forest  .stood  in  the  way.  The  great  object  was  to  clear  up  the  country, 
and  hence  our  fathers  swept  off  the  trees  with  unsparing  hand.  Mow  we 
go  to  the  other  extreme.  Many  of  our  villages,  streets,  and  homes  have 
become,  or  are  becoming,  so  densely  embowered  as  to  leave  small  chance 
for  the  sun  or  the  air  to  enter.  Clearly  this  is  Avrong,  unless  it  can  he 
shown  that  a stagnant  atmosphere — that  shade,  and  dampness,  and  mouldi- 
ness, and  decay — with  whole  armies  of  bugs  and  caterpillars — are  promo- 
tive of  cheerfulness  and  conducive  to  health. 

This  inconsiderate  and  reckless  planting  of  trees  and  bushes  in  and 
around  the  spots  where  our  dead  repose,  is  one  of  the  absurdities  of  fash- 
ion. It  is  but  too  often  the  mere  thoughtless  copying  of  an  example  set 
by  others.  In  Green-Wood  the  practice  has  already  caused  much  incon- 
venience. Unless  timely  checked  by  abstinence  and  care  on  the  part  of 
the  proprietors,  it  will  ere  long  become  intolerable. 

The  Cemetery  grounds  which  look  best  at  all  seasons,  and  give  the 
highest  satisfaction  to  the  eye,  are  those  Avhich  most  nearly  resemble  a 
well-kept  lawn.  As  a general  thing,  shrubbery  and  trees,  in  these  little 
plots,  are  fatal  to  neatness.  If  there  be  any  doubt  on  this  point,  let  the 
open  lots  in  Green-Wood  be  compared  with  those  which  arc  much  shaded. 

If  trees  are  to  be  planted,  there  is  a very  decided  choice.  We  would 
recommend  the  selection  to  be  made  from  trees  which  are  compact  in 
shape,  and  slow  of  groAVth. 
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IX.— FLOWERS. 

Me.  J.  C.  Lotidon,  whoso  opinions  on  such  subjects  ought  to  have 
weight,  remarks  in  his  work  on  the  “Laying  out,  building,  and  planting 
of  Cemeteries,”  that  many  trees  and  shrubs  impede  the  free  circulation 
of  the  air  and  the  drying  effect  of  the  sun.  He  objects  to  the  planting 
of  masses  in  the  interior  and  of  belts  around  the  border.  Trees  with 
bulky  heads  are  objectionable.  It  is  to  those  which  have  narrow,  conical 
shapes — to  the  evergreen,  needle-leaved  trees  that  he  gives  the  preference. 
Among  those  which  he  enumerates  are  the  common  Cypress,  the  Irish 
Yew,  the  Irish  and  Swedish  Juniper,  and  the  fastigiate  Arbor-Tit®.  In 
these  conclusions  we  agree  with  London,  though  very  far  from  assenting 
to  the  reasons  which  he  assigns  for  them. 

Mr.  Loudon  does  not  approve  of  flowers  in  cemeteries.  Let  him  speak 
for  himself.  “ The  planting  of  flowers  in  cemeteries  is  very  general  not 
only  in  the  margin  of  masses  and  belts,  and  in  beds,  as  in  pleasure-grounds, 
hut  on  graves.  For  our  own  particular  taste,  we  would  have  no  flowers 
at  all,  nor  any  portion  of  ground  within  a cemetery  that  had  the  appear- 
ance of  being  dug,  or  otherwise  moved  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation. 
A state  of  quiet  and  repose  is  an  important  ingredient  in  the  passive 
sublime;  and  moving  the  soil  for  the  purpose  of  culture,  even  on  a grave, 
is  destructive  of  repose.” 

Whatever  may  he  thought  of  his  j)hilosophy  and  the  requirements  of 
“the  passive  sublime,”  I have  no  doubt  as  to' the  correctness  of  the 
general  result.  I refer  especially  to  the  beds  and  borders,  with  gravelled 
walks,  and  filled  with  flowering  plants,  laid  out  by  the  skill  and  kept  up 
by  the  care  of  the  florist.  The  observation  of  ten  years,  since  the  follow- 
ing passage  was  written  for  the  “ Hints,”  has  only  confirmed  the  view 
which  it  takes. 

“ The  custom  of  rearing  flowering  shrubs  and  plants  is  not  exposed  to 
the  objection  just  raised.  It  is  one,  indeed,  which,  with  most  persons, 
commends  itself  favorably  to  the  sensibilities  and  the  taste.  Even  allow- 
ing that  often  it  is  a piece  of  aft'ectation  or  of  imitative  display — still,  in 
many  cases,  it  doubtless  helps  to  soothe  the  first  anguish  of  bereavement. 
Wo  would  not  forbid  the  pious  care.  Let  nature  bloom  above  the  still 
precious  dust,  and  shed  upon  it  her  fragrant  offerings.  But  surely  there 
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should  be  a liraitatiou  here.  I like  to  see  the  rose  bending  over  the  hum- 
ble mound,  or  lovingly  twining  about  the  lettered  stone.  A few  flowers, 
appropriate  in  their  hues  and  associations,  scattered  here  and  there  in  the 
grass,  and  grouping,  as  it  were,  spontaneously,  are  very  becoming.  Not 
so  these  artificial  beds,  these  gravelled  walks,  these  trim  parterres,  filled 
but  too  often  with  flaunting  exotics.” 


X.— MODES  OF  INTEEMENT. 

T7nAT  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  body,  from  which  the  living 
spirit  has  departed?  In  some  way  it  must  be  disposed  of.  Which  way 
is  best  ? From  the  earliest  age,  and  in  all  lands,  this  question  has  forced 
itself  on  the  attention  of  mankind.  The  old  Egyptian,  believing  in  me- 
tempsychosis, and  anticipating  the  possible  return  of  the  migrating  soul  to 
its  recent  tenement,  filled  the  frame  with  spicy  gums — wrapped  it  in  tarry 
folds— shut  it  up  in  an  air-tight  box  and  placed  it  in  some  arid  cave— to 
keep  company  down  the  ages  with  mummied  birds  and  bulls.  Other 
nations  resorted  to  fire — preserving  from  the  funereal  pyre  only  the  poor 
residuum — the  literal  ashes  of  the  dead.  Many,  even  in  the  earliest  times, 
preferred  the  tomb,  which  was  sometimes  a regular  structure,  below  or 
above  ground — more  often  an  excavation  in  the  solid  rock.  In  some  cases 
these  cavities  were  formed  for  the  purpose,  as  was  the  case  in  the  hills 
around  Jerusalem.  More  frequently  they  were  either  natural  caverns  or 
excavations  made  originally  for  other  ends.  The  catacombs  of  Eome,  of 
Paris,  and  many  other  cities,  are  well  known  examples  of  the  class  last 
named. 

But  if  we  take  the  world  over,  and  through  all  time,  wo  find  the  preva- 
lent mode  to  have  been  tliat  which  is  at  once  the  easiest  and  the  most 
natural — simple  burial  in  the  open  ground.  Nor  can  we  doubt  that  such 
will  continue  to  be  the  general  usage. 

Still,  as  the  question  between  interment  and  entombment  is  one  that  will 
often  arise,  let  us  give  it  a moment’s  consideration.  We  can  appreciate 
some  of  the  reasons  which  lead  many  among  us  to  prefer  the  tomb.  How 
natural,  in  the  contemplation  of  our  mortality,  is  the  wish  to  bo  laid  with 
our  kindred,  and  not  among  strangers.  M ith  some,  probably,  the  tomb 
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seems  specially  to  meet  this  wish.  In  the  creation  of  a taste  still  preva- 
lent, the  opinions  and  usages  of  society,  especially  in  large  cities,  where 
tombs  were  for  a long  time  almost  a necessity,  have  had  no  small  influence. 
Causes  less  commendable — mere  fashion  and  aristocratic  pride — have  been 
at  the  bottom  in  cases  not  a few,  while  many,  doubtless,  have  decided 
for  the  tomb,  under  the  mistaken  belief  that  it  gives  greater  security. 

The  first  consideration,  which  I would  present  in  favor  of  interment  is 
the  sanitary  argument.  This  disposition  of  the  dead  is  more  favorable  to 
health.  Human  remains,  inclosed  only  in  wood,  and  deposited  at  the 
proper  depth  in  the  ground,  are  soon  resolved  to  their  original  elements. 
In  and  about  London,  where  the  soil  is  dry,  six  or  seven  years  are  suffi- 
cient to  convert  the  muscular  portions  of  the  body  into  a mass  of  black 
mould.  In  Green-Wood,  the  same  result  is  usually  reached  in  five  years. 
Of  course  every  thing  deleterious,  either  of  gas  or  liquid,  which  is 
evolved  during  the  process  is  at  once  diffused  and  absorbed  in  the  sur- 
rounding earth. 

This  cannot  be  said  of  the  vault,  however  perfect  in  its  structure  and 
arrangements.  The  tomb,  with  sealed  cells  for  every  coffin,  is,  indeed,  an 
immense  improvement  on  the  old  charnel-house  with  its  open  shelves. 
But  we  are  told  that  “in  some  of  the  public  catacombs  of  the  new  Lon- 
don cemeteries,  explosions  have  been  known  to  take  place,”  making  it 
necessary  to  do  the  work  over  again.  Although  this  should  not  happen, 
it  is  next  to  impossible,  by  any  mere  masonry,  to  prevent  the  silent  escape 
of  the  gases,  which  are  always  injurious  to  health,  and  sometimes  fatal 
to  life. 

Again  we  urge,  in  behalf  of  interment,  that  in  no  other  way  can  the 
relics  of  those  who  were  dear  to  us  be  so  eftectually  secured  against  dese- 
cration. When  tenderly  and  reverently  we  bury  our  dead,  how  comfort- 
ing to  believe  that  so  long  as  any  portion  of  the  form  once  precious  shall 
endure,  it  will  stay  where  we  have  placed  it,  untouched  and  unseen. 
TIius  disposed  at  a proper  depth  below  the  surface,  the  lifeless  body  usually 
remains  out  of  sight  and  out  of  reach,  until  the  dust  has  indeed  returned 
to  dust. 

Against  the  evil  referred  to,  it  is  impossible  to  consider  the  vault  as 
equally  safe.  Its  owner  moots  with  reverses,  and  his  costly  tomb  passes 
into  other  hands.  Or  ho  dies,  and  it  goes  to  heirs,  “he  knows  not  who.” 
How  often,  ns  if  in  providential  rebuke  of  that  unchristian  spirit  which 
would  carry  its  pride  and  exclusiveness  even  into  the  grave — h.ave  the 
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mouldering  tenants  of  a vault,  who  once  held  their  heads  high,  been 
rudely  supplanted  by  the  upstarts  on  whom  they  used  to  look  down  with 
contempt ! And  who  has  not  seen,  both  in  town  and  country,  tombs  for 
which  there  was  no  longer  any  one  living  to  care — their  doors  standing 
open,  and  their  interiors  and  contents  accessible  to  all  ? 

On  this  subject,  indeed,  I can  only  reiterate  here  what  I have  said 
already  and  elsewhere : 

“ IVe  have  no  partiality  for  the  charnel-house^  whether  below  or  above 
ground.  The  grave  seems  decidedly  preferable.  Let  the  dead  be  interred. 
Let  earth  conceal  them  from  our  sight,  and  kindly,  gradually  resolve  them 
to  herself.  Against  future  desecration,  all  would  secure 

“The  mould 

Once  hallowed  by  the  Almighty’s  breath.” 

In  what  other  way  can  we  do  this  so  effectually?  The  vault  may,  indeed, 
be  fast,  and  strong,  and  durable.  But  what  will  protect  its  contents, 
when,  in  the  inevitable  course  of  events,  it  shall  pass  into  the  possession 
of  those  who  will  care  nothing  for  the  builder  or  his  kindred  ? 

“ But  the  necessities  and  habits  of  city  burial  have  made  the  tomb  seem 
natural  and  familiar  to  many.  An  aristocratic  feeling  may  possibly  in- 
fluence some,  who  would  fain  be  select  in  their  associations,  even  under 
ground.  In  others,  doubtless,  the  preference  springs  from  a tenderer  and 
better  motive.  N’ot  a few  prefer  the  tomb,  and  will  have  it.” 

To  the  persons  last  referred  to,  Green-Wood  holds  out  peculiar  facilities. 
Many  of  its  steep  declivities,  ill-fitted  for  any  other  use,  have  been  ex- 
cavated for  vaults,  and  there  is  considerable  ground  of  similar  character 
yet  unoccupied. 


XL— INCLOSUEES  IN  CEMETEEIES. 

Is  it  desirable  that  the  burial  plots  in  Green-Wood  should  bo  inclosed? 
A practice  all  but  universal  seems  to  have  decided  this  question  in  the 
affirmative.  The  rea-sons,  liowevcr,  are  not  so  apparent.  Do  these  private 
plots  need  any  other  or  any  better  protection  than  that  which  the  Ceme- 
tery provides  for  every  foot  of  ground  within  its  limits?  Does  the  ordinary 
20 
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rail,  paling,  or  hedge  shut  out  any  who  wish  to  enter?  Very  rarely.  In 
general,  the  gate  stands  unlocked,  or  if  that  be  fast,  the  barrier  can  be 
surmounted  in  some  other  way. 

Is  a fence  needed  to  show  and  to  preserve  the  boundary  ? Certainly  not. 
A small  stone  post  deeply  set  at  each  corner,  or  placed  with  greater  fre- 
quency on  a curved  outline,  is  all  that  is  necesmry  in  this  respect. 

Many,  we  suppose,  regard  a fence  as  ornamental.  Some  persons  take 
much  pains,  and  go  to  large  expense  in  procuring  designs,  which  they 
regard  as  peculiarly  elegant,  or  strikingly  original.  To  us,  it  seems  that 
money  thus  spent,  is  literally  thrown  away.  iEsthetically  considered,  all 
fences  are  mere  intrusions,  and,  to  a certain  extent,  deformities.  Their 
effect  is  to  dwindle  or  to  obscure  the  spaces  and  the  objects,  which  they 
partially,  at  least,  exclude  from  our  view.  But  they  are  necessary  evils,  and 
must  sometimes  be  employed.  In  such  cases,  we  would  put  the  matter 
thus : the  fence  which  is  least  ambitious  will  annoy  us  the  least.  Such 
a fence  will  be  simple  in  form ; it  will  unite  slenderness  and  openness 
with  firmness  and  strength,  and  will  combine  perfect  protection  with  the 
freest  admission  of  light  and  air. 

I need  not  say  that  I refer  here  to  that  form  which  is  most  common, 
and  which  prevails  almost  universally  in  city  streets  and  upon  cemetery 
lots,  to  wit : the  iron  pale.  I leave  wholly  out  the  high  stone  fence,  a few 
examples  of  which  occur  in  Greenwood,  as  most  of  the  objections  made  to 
iron  fences  apply  with  greater  force  to  them.  There  are  instances  in 
Green-'Wood,  though  they  are  rare,  of  simple  and  excellent  iron  paling,  as 
perfect  and  durable  as  can  possibly  be  made.  Such  is  the  fence  round 
Lawn-Girt  Hill — such  the  palisade  inclosure  of  Cairns  and  Johnston,  on 
Bay-Side  Dell,  with  its  simple  lotus  heads  in  bud  and  flower.  It  would  be 
well  for  future  purchasers,  who  think  they  must  liave  an  iron  fence  around 
their  graves,  to  look  at  these  examples.  But  we  hope  the  iron  age  in  our 
cemeteries  is  drawing  to  a close.  Among  the  recent  purchases  and  im- 
provements, the  hedge  of  evergreen  and  the  simple  curb-stone  are  evident!}' 
growing  in  favor. 

If  it  be  conceded  that  fences  around  theb\iri.al  plots  of  Green-Wood  are 
not  required  for  protection*  or  as  boundaries,  and  if  it  be  allowed  that 

• Around  raoniinients  of  very  costly  ma'.eri.il,  of  elaborate  flnish,  and  delicate  scnlpture,  like 
tlioso  of  Canda  and  of  Scribner,  the  protecting  screen  of  a pale  or  hedge  is  perhaps  desirable. 
Our  countrymen  and  countrywomen  are  not  always  considerate.  Their  curiosity  is  strong.  They 
love  to  see  for  themselves,  and  oycn  to  handle.  Wo  hope  and  believe  that  they  arc  in  training 
for  better  manners — tliat  the  day  is  coming,  when  the  beautiful  products  of  art  and  of  nature  can 
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they  add  nothing  to  the  beauty  of  the  spaces  and  the  objects  which  they 
inclose,  that  they  mar,  indeed,  rather  than  mend  the  prospect,  why  should 
the  custom  be  continued?  To  dispense  with  them  would  he  a large 
saving  of  expense,  and,  with  the  majority,  this  is  certainly  desirable.  The 
first  cost  is  not  the  only  outlay  they  involve.  IVe  are  prone  to  regard  iron 
as  a durable  material ; and  such  it  is,  while  we  keep  oxygen  away  from  it. 
If  any  one  would  know  the  state  which  iron  soon  assumes  when  left  to  the 
free  action  of  air  and  water,  he  may  find  numerous  instances  within  the 
purlieus  of  our  incomparable  Green-T\  ood.  An  iron  fence  so  oxidated  as 
to  present  a uniform  surface  of  ochry  brown,  is  a melancholy  specta- 
cle. Nor  is  this  the  worst  of  it.  Corrosion,  in  such  cases,  as  might  be 
expected,  goes  on  most  rapidly  at  the  points  of  junction,  and  when  these 
are  eaten  through,  the  fabric  becomes  a ruin.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  not  a 
few  fences  in  Green-Wood  have  actually  reached,  or  are+fast  approaching, 
this  sad  and  disgraceful  conclusion.  This  is  true,  especially  of  the  fences 
which  consist  of  iron  or  stone  posts  connected  by  rails  only.  In  a good 
many  instances  the  rails  and  the  posts  have  parted  company.  There  are 
some  exceptions.  The  low  rail  around  the  Howlands,  on  Pine  Hill,  is  an 
excellent  example  of  the  way  in  which  such  a fence  should  be  made,  and 
deserves  high  praise  for  its  solidity  and  fitness. 

It  is  true  that  consequences  so  undesirable  would  be,  to  a great  extent, 
avoided,  if  the  directions  and  advice  which  are  given  in  the  Comptroller’s 
official  pamphlet  were  duly  regarded.  But  they  will  not  be  regarded. 
The  evil  will  continue  until  that  millennial  era  comes  when  dishonest 
contractors  and  unfaithful  workmen  will  be  reckoned  among  the  things 
which  are  past. 

An  extensive  and  careful  observation  of  the  inclosed  lots  in  Green-Wood, 
with  reference  both  to  the  condition  and  the  effect  of  their  metallic  fences, 
has  convinced  me  that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  with  many  of  them,  would 
be  to  sweep  them  away.  As  old  iron,  they  are  worth  something ; as  they 
stand,  they  are  worse  than  useless. 

At  any  rate,  let  all  who  have  iron  fences  there,  or  who  intend  to  have 
them,  distinctly  know  and  remember,  that  repainting,  as  often  as  once  in 
five  years,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  their  good  condition  and  decent 
appearance. 

be  thrown  open  to  our  American  public  with  as  little  apprehension  of  curious  and  harmful  med- 
dling, as  is  felt  In  some  other  countries  which  wo  arc  wont  to  regard  ns  loss  enlightened  than 
our  own.  Until  then  we  shall  have  to  keep  up  the  bara 
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As  compared  with  the  iron  paling,  or  rail,  I have  expressed,  inciden- 
tally, a preference  for  the  hedge.  Tliere  is  a charm  in  the  quick-set 
fence  which  all  feel.  It  is  a living  thing — a thing  of  verdure  and  some- 
times of  bloom.  Its  associations  are  all  rural,  poetical,  and  pleasing. 
But  this  is  true  of  it  only  when  it  is  neatly  kept  and  in  perfect  trim.  The 
hedge,  unpruned  and  shaggj',  is  simply  an  abomination — an  ugly  row  of 
bushes. 

But  it  will  be  evident  to  all  that  the  objections  to  fences  of  iron,  or 
of  stone,  around  our  burial  plots,  so  far  as  they  rest  on  general  grounds, 
are  equally  applicable  to  the  quick-set  hedge.  It  is  not  more  needed  as 
protection — not  more  wanted  as  a boundary.  On  aesthetic  grounds  it  is 
even  more  objectionable  than  the  iron  pale, — interposing,  as  it  does, 
greater  obstruction  to  the  eye.  Around  small  plots,  hedges  act  injuriously 
on  grass  and  flotvers,  by  preventing  the  free  circulation  of  air.  As  it  is 
necessary  to  beep  the  earth  open  around  their  roots,  they  are  wholly  unfit 
for  steep  declivities,  where  the  rains  are  sure  to  lay  them  bare.  It  must 
also  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  costs  a good  deal  more  to  keep  a hedge  in 
perfect  condition,  than  to  protect  an  iron  fence  with  paint,  for  the  hedge 
must  be  cultivated  and  pruned  every  year. 

Around  the  large  inclosures,  a low  evergreen  hedge  looks  well.  It 
should  not  exceed  three  feet  in  height,  and  provision  should  be  made  to 
keep  it  in  perpetual  repair.  Thus  far,  in  Green-IVood,  the  arbor- vitm  has 
been  exclusively  employed.  There  are  other  trees  which  would  answer 
the  same  purpose,  with  the  benefit  of  a little  variety. 

But  on  lots  of  the  ordinary  size,  nothing  that  grows  faster  or  higher 
than  the  box  ought  ever  to  be  placed.  Even  such  a hedge,  in  time,  unless 
it  is  rigidly  kept  down,  will  become  altogether  too  thick  and  too  tall. 

There  is  one  other  way  of  inclosing  plots,  and  of  denoting  their  ontlines. 
The  simple  curb-stone  has  much  to  recommend  it.  It  accomplishes  every 
needed  object;  it  offers  no  impediment  to  the  eye  ; it  gives  free  access  on 
every  side,  thus  favoring  the  proper  care  of  the  ground ; and  last,  but  not 
leas^  once  rightly  placed^  is  placed  forever,  and  asks  for  no  shears,  or 
culture,  or  paint. 

A good  example  of  the  curb-stone,  in  its  general  and  its  particular 
effect,  may  bo  seen  in  Evening  Dell,  on  the  south  side  of  Valley  Water.  I 
believe  few  can  look  at  that  bit  of  ground,  and  wish  for  any  fence  to  inter- 
pose between  them  and  the  welj-proportioned  monument  within. 

Tliis  simjde  and  durable  mode  of  inclosure,  is  becoming,  as  I am  told. 
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common  in  Mount  Auburn,  and  there  are  already  several  good  specimens 
in  Green-Wood. 

For  this  purpose,  granite  is  undoubtedly  the  best  material,  as  well  from 
the  length  of  its  blocks  as  from  its  strength  and  durability.  Too  great  care 
cannot  be  used  in  giving  to  these  low  walls  a deep  and  firm  foundation, 
and  in  the  thorough  binding  of  the  stones  together.  The  posts  should  be 
massive,  their  foundations  going  down  as  low  as  the  graves,  with  the  ends 
of  the  curb-stones  let  into  the  posts,  so  that  they  eannot  be  moved  by  the 
heaving  ground. 

How  far,  and  in  what  way,  the  relinquishment  of  fences  and  hedges 
around  the  private  plots  of  a cemetery  would  afiect  the  general  aspect  of 
the  grounds,  is  a point  not  to  be  lost  sight  of  in  deciding  the  question. 
There  are  those,  who,  after  extensive  observation,  and  careful  refiectiou, 
have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  result  of  such  a change  would  bo 
injurious,  and  that  cemeteries  need  this  particular  feature  to  give  them  the 
proper  aspect  and  efiect.  Though  I cannot  exactly  see  how  this  should 
be,  I am  not  prepared  to  controvert  the  opinion.  Experience  alone  can 
furnish  the  means  for  solving  the  problem. 


XII.— INSCRIPTIONS  ON  MONUMENTS. 

The  feeling  which  prompts  to  some  kind  of  inscription  on  the  tomb,  is 
not  less  spontaneous  than  that  which  leads  to  the  erection  of  the  memorial 
itself.  There  is  no  custom  of  greater  antiquity  or  more  extensive  ob- 
servance. Until  within  a period  comparatively  recent,  a tombstone  with- 
out some  sort  of  epitaph  was  an  anomaly  of  rare  occurrence.  But,  for 
several  years  past,  there  has  been  a growing  disuse  of  inscriptions,  and 
particularly  is  this  the  case  in  our  larger  cemeteries.  This  has  resulted,^ 
in  part,  probably,  from  the  increasing  use  of  vaults — which  are  generally 
designated  merely  by  the  name  of  the  proprietor — and  partly,  no  doubt, 
from  a growing  fastidiousness.  The  community  notice  and  feel,  more  than 
they  used  to  do,  the  want  of  taste  in  the  style  of  monumental  inscriptions, 
as  well  as  of  judicious  moderation  in  their  praises  of  the  dead. 

But  while  we  sympathize  with  this  feeling,  it  may  be  well  to  ask 
whether  it  be  not  carrying  us  too  far,  when  it  leads  to  the  general  abandon- 
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ment  of  inscriptions.  Can  the  abuse  of  a custom,  good  in  itself^  be 
remedied  only  by  entire  relinquishment?  "Who  can  wander  through  one 
of  our  more  recent  burial  grounds,  and  pass  lot  after  lot,  and  obelisk  after 
obelisk,  all  uninscribed,  or  bearing  simply  the  family  name — worked 
perhaps,  into  the  iron  gate — and  not  feel  that  he  misses  something,  which 
at  other  times,  and  in  other  spots,  used  to  quicken  his  sensibilities  and 
touch  his  heart?  In  this  world  of  sense,  and  strife,  and  passion,  is  it 
wise  to  dispense  with  aught  that  is  adapted  to  excite  tender  and  pious 
sentiments  ? Should  the  present  neglect  of  inscriptions  continue  to  prevail, 
the  most  beautiful  of  the  modern  cemeteries  may  be  found  in  moral  interest 
and  effect  far  inferior  to  the  old  church-yard  and  rural  burying-ground — 
however  abounding  in  quaint  devices  and  epitaphs  offensive  to  modem 
refinement. 


“ Their  name,  their  years,  spelt  by  the  unlettered  ilose, 

The  place  of  fame  and  elegy  supply, 

And  many  a holy  text  around  she  strews 
That  teach  the  rustic  moralist  to  die.” 

The  beautiful  grounds  of  Green-Wood  have  already  become  the  scene 
of  much  resort.  They  will  be  visited  by  increasing  numbers,  as  they 
become  more  known,  and  especially  as  the  circle  widens  which  connects 
by  ties  of  mournful  interest  its  silent  occupants  with  the  living  multi- 
tudes in  the  adjacent  cities.  To  such  they  should  present  all  that  becomes 
a Christian  cemetery,  situated  in  a wealthy  neighborhood,  and  com- 
menced in  an  age  of  refinement  and  of  art.  In  the  variety  and  beauty  of 
these  grounds — so  open  and  sunny  in  some  parts — so  shaded  and  secluded 
in  others — so  near  to  a vast  city,  yet  so  retired  and  still — Nature  has  left 
us  nothing  to  desire.  Art,  indeed,  has  but  just  commenced  its  great  work 
of  improvement  here.  Is  it  too  much  to  say  that  the  work  has  been  well 
begun  ? Several  of  the  monuments  and  tombs  already  constructed  are 
entirely  original  in  design,  and  not  less  appropriate  and  beautiful  than  they 
are  new.  From  the  happy  and  fertile  invention  which  produced  these,  as 
well  as  from  other  kindred  sources,  it  is  hoped  that  we  shall  obtain  many 
more  of  the  same  description. 

While  not  a few  will  doubtless  prefer  the  old  and  oft-used  forms  of  the 
obelisk,  pillar,  slab,  or  sarcophagus,  it  is  certainly  desirable  to  have  in 
monumental  structures  greater  variety  than  is  to  be  found  in  most  of  our 
cemeteries ; and  this  want,  in  some  places,  is  beginning  to  be  felt.  Monu- 
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ments,  like  most  of  those  now  in  Green- Wood,  constructed  of  a durable 
material,  with  a solidity  which  will  long  defy  the  action  of  the  elements, 
and  in  forms  that  attract  and  gratify  the  eye,  do,  of  themselves,  convey  in 
part,  aud  well  convey  the  story  of  love  and  grief.  But  who  does  not  con- 
fess a sense  of  disappointment,  if,  on  drawing  near,  he  find  no  brief 
epitaph,  no  sententious  thought,  no  scriptural  allusion  or  quotation,  ex- 
pressive of  bereaved  affection  and  of  Christian  hope  ? 

There  are  no  more  felicitous  or  touching  memorials  than  those  beautiful 
symbolic  devices,  in  which  afiection,  aided  by  native  art,  has  sometimes  paid 
to  the  dead  its  last  fond  tribute.  But  for  delicate  sculpture,  statuary  marble 
is  the  only  material,  and  this  will  not  bear  exposure.  We  have  here  no 
cathedrals  or  disused  cloisters  to  receive  and  preserve  the  exquisite  produc- 
tions of  the  chisel.  But  our  country  is  rich  in  sculptors  of  the  highest  ability 
and  promise,  and  they  should  not  lack  encouragement  from  home.  And 
may  not  the  Chapel  for  burial  service,  which  will  he  erected  as  soon  as  the 
means  of  the  Cemetery  shall  admit,  he  so  constructed  as  to  furnish  a fitting 
receptacle  for  tablets  and  statuary  ? In  such  an  edifice  the  kindred  arts 
of  architecture  and  sculpture  could  have  free  scope.  Eising  in  calm 
and  solemn^randeur,  it  would  adorn  and  designate  the  Place  of  Graves. 
Sacred  to  religion  and  the  dead,  every  tender  and  holy  association  would 
gather  round  it.  There  affectionate  memory  might  consecrate  to  the  de- 
parted the  finest  works  of  genius,  and  feel  them  to  bo  safe.  There  a grate- 
ful community  might  rear  memorials  to  the  gifted  and  the  good — till  the 
stately,  and  growing,  and  crowded  pile  should  present,  at  length,  even  on 
our  western  shores,  a Westminster  Abbey,  another  Santa  Croce. 

It  is  nearly  twenty  years  since  the  preceding  remarks  upon  tombstone 
inscriptions  were  written  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Comptroller.  Epitaphs 
at  that  time  seemed  to  be  going  out  of  use,  and  the  change  was  not  re- 
garded as  an  improvement.  This  little  essay  was  inserted,  among  other 
articles,  in  the  ofBcial  pamphlet  of  the  Cemetery  for  1845,  and  has  kept  its 
place  in  the  annual  and  biennial  issue  down  to  the  present  time.  Like 
Arthur  Morrell’s  melancholy  stanzas  on  the  Bell,  it  seems  to  have  estab- 
lished a prescriptive  right  to  appear  in  this  historical  appendix,  and  it  is 
on  that  account,  probably,  that  I have  been  requested  to  put  it  hero. 

In  1845  the  monumental  erections  in  the  cemetery  wore  few  and  far  be- 
tween. Now  they  stand  thick  over  all  the  ground,  and  count  by  thousands. 
The  fear  that  Green-Wood  would  become  a dreary  blank  of  uninscribed 
marble  has  not  been  realized.  There  is  no  lack  there  of  “ lapidary  lines,” 


148 


APPENDIX. 


nor  can  we  complain  of  them  as  deficient  in  varietr.  The  epitaphs  in 
these  grounds,  so  far  as  they  are  known  to  me — for  I do  not  pretend  to 
liave  seen  them  all — are  in  every  sort  of  style,  with  every  degree  of  merit. 
■While  many  of  them  are  unexceptionable,  and  a few  highly  appropriate  and 
beautiful,  I can  say  but  little  in  praise  of  the  major  part. 

In  1853  I again  presented  the  subject  of  epitaphs  in  the  closing  article 
of  “Hints  concerning  Green-Wood.”  In  the  faint  hope  that  these  homi- 
lies may  do  something  towards  the  abatement  of  a real  nuisance,  that 
article  is  repeated  here. 


EPITAPHS. 

“Eight years  ago  we  wrote  a plea  for  monumental  inscriptions.  It  was 
first  printed,  and  may  still  be  found,  in  the  Comptroller’s  annual  pamphlet. 
Erom  various  causes,  some  of  which  are  there  suggested,  epitaphs  Lad 
gone  greatly  out  of  use.  They  had  become  unfashionable.  A wish  was 
expressed  for  the  revival  of  a custom  so  old  and  so  rational.  It  was  hoped 
that  in  Green-Wood,  then  just  starting,  we  might  he  allowed  to  read,  with 
quickened  sensibilities,  the  modest,  tender,  and  pious  inscription — and 
that  there  the  ‘Muse,’  whether  learned  or  ‘unlettered,’  might  strew  the 
holy  texts  which  alone  can  teach  us  how  to  die. 

“The  wish  and  the  hope  have  not  been  disappointed.  There  are  many 
neat  and  beautiful  epitaphs  in  Green-Wood.  But  with  the  good,  as  usual, 
has  come  also  the  evil.  Though  we  never  expected  perfection,  we  did  not 
anticipate  quite  so  large  a measure  of  the  opposite  extreme.  Surely,  in  an 
age  and  land  of  vaunted  refinement  and  general  education,  our  tomb-stone 
literature  ought  to  he  free  from  gross  violations  of  syntax  and  orthography. 

“ An  inscription  for  the  dead  should  he  simple  in  style,  sparing  of  words, 
modest  in  eulogy.  The  long  and  labored  epitaph  is  seldom  read.  Glowing 
encomiums  are  received  with  distrust.  Excessive  praise — fulsome  always 
— seems  especially  so  when  heaped  on  the  dead.  These  are  principles 
generally  acknowledged,  though,  in  practice,  so  often  disregarded.  In- 
deed, we  have  seen  specimens  of  epitaphian  laudation,  which  indicated 
that  their  authors  had  resolved  into  an  affirmative  the  intense  negation  of 
the  poet : 

“ ‘ Can  Honor's  voice  provoke  the  silent  dust. 

Or  Flattery  soothe  the  dull,  cold  ear  of  death  ?’ 

“There  is  in  Green- Wood  a class  of  inscriptions — getting  now  to  he  very 
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common — which,  at  first  thought,  may  seem  to  violate  no  rule  of  pro- 
prict}-.  ‘Father,’  ‘Mother,’  ‘Dear  Johnny,’  ‘ Our  sweet  Emmie,’ and 
‘Our  little  Bobby,’  when  first  seen,  seem  very  simple  and  tender — 
the  unstudied  utterance  of  filial  or  parental  grief,  which  could  vent 
itself  only  in  passionate  exclamation.  But  not  so,  when  the  once  solitary 
specimen  has  become  the  fashion,  and  stares  at  us  with  every  turn.  The 
expediency  of  such  expressions  on  the  tomb-stone,  under  any  circum- 
stances, may  well  be  questioned.  While  the  heart  of  our  friend  is  yet 
bleeding  under  some  recent  bereavement,  we  listen  sympathizingly  even  to 
his  extravagance  of  sorrow  or  of  praise.  But  sooner  or  later  the  time 
comes  wlien  such  language  is  heard  no  longer ; or  when,  if  uttered,  it  only 
grieves  and  offends  the  ear  of  friendship.  Surely  that  which  may  not  be 
spoken  occasionally  in  the  ear,  ought  not  to  be  obtruded  unceasingly  on 
the  eye.  Terms  of  fond  endearment  (if  Ver  proper)  should  be  reserved 
for  the  sacredness  of  domestic  privacy.  AVhen  forced  upon  the  indifferent 
by-stander,  they  are  always  disgusting — and  equally  so,  whether  lavished 
on  the  living  or  the  dead.  Fond  mourner  ! confine  your  passionate  utter- 
ances to  the  friendly  bosoms  that  share  your  grief ; or,  still  better,  breathe 
them  only  in  your  secret  sighs.” 


XII  r.— REGISTER  OF  IlSTTERMENTS. 

The  entries  are  made  in  folio  volumes  of  great  size,  ruled  for  the  pur- 
pose, with  eleven  separate  heads,  as  follows: 

1.  Date  of  decease.  2.  Name  of  person.  3.  Nativity.  4.  Age— in 
years,  months,  and  days.  5.  Residence,  with  city  and  street.  G.  Married 
or  single.  7.  Disease.  8.  No.  of  lot.  9.  No.  of  grave.  10.  Miscellane- 
ous. 11.  Name  of  Undertaker. 

The  first  volume  begins  Sept.  5,  1840,  and  ends  Aug.  27,  1850. 

The  entries  from  March  4,  1843,  to  Aug.  12,  184G,  are  in  Mr.  Perry  s 
hand-writing. 

The  fifth  volume  of  the  Register  is  now  nearly  full.  Ihe  whole  num- 
ber of  names  entered  in  the  voluminous  record,  down  to  this  thirteenth 
of  July,  18G4,  is  105,534. 

The  work  of  making  an  index  to  this  vast  catalogue  of  names  was  bc- 
21 
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gun  about  five  years  since,  and  is  now  complete.  The  initmls  of  the 
names  are  entered  in  the  order  of  the  alphabet,  and  classified  in  the  order 
of  the  vowels.  Almost  instant  reference  can  now  be  made  to  any  entry  in 
the  Eegister.  The  utility  and  convenience  of  this  index  are  beyond 
estimate. 


XIV.— THE  OEIGIHAL  EXTEAXCE. 

Many  who  remember  Green- ood  in  its  day  of  small  things,  will  look 
with  interest  on  the  wood-cut  which  reproduces  and  preserves  the  image 
of  its  first  rude  entrance.  To  some,  possibly,  the  memory  of  its  simple 
beauty  blended  with  thoughts  and  sorrows  of  the  past,  affords  greater 
pleasure  than  anymore  imposing  gateway  has  given  or  can  give.  The 
following  description  of  it  from  “Green-Wood  Elustrated,”  p.  8,  may  help 
such  persons  to  recall  what  it  was,  and  will,  at  least,  show  that  we  en- 
deavored to  make  the  most  of  it : 

“ The  entrance  is  perfectly  simple.  On  the  left  of  the  gate  is  a rustic 
lodge,  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  visitors.  On  the  right,  and  in 
the  same  style,  is  a small  tower,  with  a bell  to  summon  the  porter.  These 
unambitious  structures  will  be  found  in  good  keeping  with  each  other, 
and  with  the  position  they  occupy.  They  possess  beauty  of  form,  and  of 
fitness  likewise.  Perhaps  some,  accustomed  to  more  imposing  entrances, 
may  feel  disappointed  by  the  modest  humility  of  this.  But  m.ay  not  the 
taste  at  least  be  questioned,  which  makes  the  passage-way  from  one  open 
space  to  another  through  some  lofty  arch  or  massive  building?  Can  such 
a structure  look  well,  with  no  support  on  either  side  of  it  but  an  ordin.ary 
fence?  Must  it  not  .always  lack  the  beauty  of  adaptation  to  an  end — the 
essential  beauty  of  usefulness?  And  if  it  be,  as  most  frequently,  of  Grecian 
or  Egyptian  model,  is  it  not  incongruous  with  the  spirit  .and  associations 
of  a Christian  cemetery  ? Of  the  simple  entrance  temporarily  made  for 
these  grounds,  we  m.ay  at  least  say,  that  here  Art  raises  no  false  expecta- 
tion, nor  docs  it  offend  by  unnatural  contrasts.  But,  enter.  If  the  artifi- 
ci.al  portal- be  deficient  in  dignity,  not  so  will  you  find  th.at  of  Xature. 
You  arc  now  in  a vestibule  of  her  own  making.  Its  floor  is  a delicious 
green-sward ; its  walls  arc  the  steep  hill-side ; lofty  trees,  with  their  leafy 
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capitals,  form  its  colonnade ; and  its  ceiling  is  tie  azure  vault.  Here,  if 
alive  to  gentle  influences,  you  will  pause  a moment.  You  will  shake  from 
your  feet  the  city’s  dust,  and  leave  behind  you  its  cares  and  follies.  You 
are  within  the  precinct  of  a great  primeval  temple,  now  forever  set  apart 
to  pious  uses.  You  have  come, 

‘Not  to  the  domes  where  crumbling  arch  and  column 
Attest  the  feebleness  of  mortal  hand; 

But  to  that  fane,  most  catholic  and  solemn, 

"Which  God  hath  planned.’ 

Explore  its  aisles  and  courts — survey  its  beauties — breathe  its  fresh  air — 
enjoy  its  quiet — drink  in  its  music — and  lay  to  heart  its  lessons  of  mor- 
tality, as  well  as  its  higher  teachings  of  faith  and  love.” 


XY.— THE  SUPEPJNTEXDEXTS. 

Those  who  have  been  familiar  with  Green-Wood  and  its  management, 
need  not  he  told  that  the  Institution  has  been  singularly  favored  in  the 
character  and  stability  of  the  men  employed  as  officers  on  the  ground, 
ilr.  ScRiMGEorn,  the  Superintendent  of  Interments,  has  been  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Company  almost  from  the  beginning.  His  name,  as  “Keeper 
of  the  Grounds,”  first  appears  in  the  Eeport  for  1844.  During  these 
twenty-five  years  he  has  provided  for  and  attended  to  more  than  a hun- 
dred thousand  funerals.  In  his  business  transactions  with  more  than  a 
myriad  of  lot  owners — transactions  calling  often  for  patience  and  courte- 
ous tact,  as  well  as  for  decision  and  good  judgment — he  has  rarely  failed 
to  give  satisfaction  on  all  sides.  It  is  no  slight  advantage  to  have  in  his 
position  one  who  is  familiar  with  every  inch  of  ground  in  the  Cemetery, 
and  with  every  fact  in  its  history.  Mr.  Scrimgeour  has  grown  gray  in  the 
service — but  there  is  no  other  mark  of  decay,  and  we  trust  he  is  good  for 
many  years  to  come. 

From  1848  to  1853  Mr.  George  Birrele  was  Superintendent  of  the 
Workmen.  They  were  years  in  which  a great  deal  was  done  in  the  way 
of  grading  and  forming  the  surface  of  the  Cemetery.  Many  deformities 
were  removed — many  beauties  were  added.  In  numerous  instances,  soft- 
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iiess,  variety,  and  grace  were  imparted  to  the  original  features  of  the 
ground.  In  all  work  of  this  kind,  George  Birrell  showed  uncommon 
ability.  He  was  indeed  a genius  in  his  way,  and,  under  favoring  circum- 
stances, might  have  become  a landscape  gardener  of  no  mean  renown.  To 
his  accurate  and  tasteful  eye,  his  unerring  judgment,  and  skilful  hand, 
Green-lVood  certainly  owes  much. 

Geoiige  Gamgee,  Mr.  BirrelTs  successor  in  the  office,  is  now  in  his 
tenth  year  of  faithful  and  successful  service.  The  importance  and  resi>on- 
sibilities  of  this  post  will  be  seen,  when  it  is  considered  how  large  a force 
the  Superintendent  of  Workmen  has  always  under  his  care— how  constant 
and  various  the  work  to  be  done— and  how  extensive  the  space  over 
which  it  is  spread.  That  Mr.  Gamgee  knows  how  to  direct  and  handle  his 
little  army  of  laborers,  is  well  known  to  all  who  are  familiar  with  the  in- 
ternal operations  of  Green-Wood  Cemetery.  Besides  a vast  amount  of 
heavy  work  in  excavation,  grading,  &c.,  which  has  been  done,  and  done 
well,  under  his  administration,  it  has  devolved  on  him  to  keep  those  exten- 
sive grounds,  with  all  their  open  and  their  enclosed  spaces,  their  hills  and 
hollows,  their  roads,  paths,  and  gutters,  their  ponds  and  drains,  in  a state 
of  constant  neatness  and  perfect  order.  Xo  person,  with  the  slightest 
experience  in  the  care  of  ornamental  grounds,  will  imagine  this  to  be  an 
easy  task.  Thousands  of  visitors  can  testify  that  the 'service  has  been  well 
performed  in  Green-Wood. 

Some  idea  of  the  kind  and  the  amount  of  labor  necessary  to  conduct 
the  operations  of  a large  cemetery,  may  be  derived  from  the  following 
statement,  taken  from  the  General  Report  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures. 
The  year  referred  to  was  1860  : — 

“ Average  number  of  workmen  during  the  summer,  about  250.  Of  these 
there  are  employed  in  digging  and  sodding  graves,  43 ; in  mowing  the  en- 
tire ground,  including  all  occupied  lots,  50-;  in  raking,  20;  in  grading.  40, 
in  the  making  of  roads  and  paths,  and  in  paving,  25;  in  stone-breaking,  4. 
Thirty-two  carts  (whoso  drivers  are  included  in  the  aggregate  of  work- 
men) are  employed  as  follows;  in  grading,  24;  in  carting  grass,  2;  in 
connection  with  the  graves,  2 ; upon  roads  and  paths,  4.” 

To  insure  regularity  and  efficiency  of  action,  these  men  are  arnanged  in 
several  gangs,  each  of  which  has  its  forctnau.  To  a certain  extent,  each  of 
the^o  leaders  is  responsible  for  his  small  command,  and  thus  the  faithful 
accomplishment  of  his  allotted  task  becomes  with  him  a matter  of  pride 
as  well  as  of  duty. 
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As  a general  thing,  these  Green- TVood  operatives  are  entitled  to  honor- 
able mention:  they  have  come  mostly  from  the  better  class  of  Irish 
laborers.  As  a place  on  the  pay-roll  of  the  Cemetery  has  almost  always 
been  an  object  of  some  competition,  it  has  been  easy  to  dismiss  the  nn- 
worthy,  and  to  select  from  the  best.  Some  of  these  men  have  been  on 
the  ground  almost  from  the  first,  and  many  of  them  count  their  service  by 
years. 

There  has  been  no  strike  among  these  workmen.  The  necessity  of  an 
advance  in  the  price  of  labor  has  been  cheerfully  recognized  by  the  Trustees, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  in  that  respect  which  are  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

Among  these  subordinates,  some  have  died  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
pany. It  i,s  a pleasure  to  record  here  tlie  name  of  John  O’Shaughnessy, 
the  first,  and,  for  some  time,  the  only  grave-digger  of  Green-Wood.  In 
his  own  department,  John  was  unquestionably  a master.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  exactness  and  neatness  of  his  graves.  From  the  deep  narrow 
beds  which  he  prepared,  not  an  ounce  of  superfluous  earth  was  ever 
thrown.  No  pile  of  masonry  shaped  by  square  and  plummet  could  bo 
more  exactly  true  than  his  rectangular  excavations.  Indeed,  it  may 
be  doubted  if  Upjohn  and  Eidlitz  take  more  pride  in  their  finest  struc- 
tures, than  our  honest  O’Shaughnessy  took  in  his  graves.  Poor  fellow ! 
what  a satisfaction  it  would  have  been  to  him,  could  he  only  have  dug  his 
own! 


XVI.— THE  SURVEYOR. 

For  sixteen  years,  all  the  surveying  and  mapping  of  Green-Wood  lias 
been  done  by  Mr.  Lindsay  J.  Wells.  The  trigonometrical  survey  of 
the  whole  ground  then  included  in  the  Cemetery,  made  by  young  Mr. 
Boyle,  and  mentioned  in  the  History,  was  so  admirably  exact,  that  a 
single  and  very  slight  deviation  is  the  only  error  which  has  been  discovered 
in  it.  With  this  extensive  ground-plan  in  his  hands,  it  has  been  Mr.  Wells’s 
task  to  make  out  an  almost  infinite  multi|)licity  of  detail;  to  measure  and 
map  every  inch  of  the  irregular  surface ; to  delineate  with  perfect  accuracy 
m.any  miles  of  road  and  path ; and  to  lay  down  some  fifteen  thousand  lots. 
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in  all  tlieir  (diversity  of  shape  and  size,  of  angle,  line,  and  curve.  The  largo 
and  excellent  charts,  which  are  in  constant  use  at  the  offices,  bear  full 
testimony  to  his  accuracy  as  a surveyor,  and  to  his  industry  and  skill  as  a 
draughtsman.  Of  that  accuracy,  it  is  no  slight  evidence  that,  among  the 
many  thousand  owners  of  little  Green-Wood  tracts,  no  question  as  to  the 
correctness  of  lines  and  boundaries  has  ever  arisen. 

Without  these  delineations,  equally  exact  and  minute,  the  operations  of 
the  Company  could  hardly  go  on.  They  are  the  only  safeguard  against 
perpetual  mistakes,  confusion,  irritation,  and  dispute.  Xor  are  they  lightly 
to  he  esteemed  as  a means  of  satisfactory  information  on  various  questions 
of  interest,  which  are  likely  to  come  up  in  the  future,  among  the  multi- 
tudes who  are  and  who  will  he  connected  in  some  way  with  Green- 
Wood. 

A map  of  the  Cemetery,  about  three  feet  square,  has  been  for  many 
months  in  the  hands  of  the  lithographer,  and  will  soon  he  ready  for  use. 
iSTo  pains  have  been  spared  to  make  this  a complete  and  perfect  chart  of 
Green-Wood.  Even  the  more  important  monuments  will  he  marked  and 
designated  upon  it.  Eeduced  by  the  photographic  process,  it  will  fumisli 
a hand  map  that  will  make  other  guides  almost  superfluous. 
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L— DAVID  B.  DOUGLASS. 

David  Bates  Douglass  was  born  (1790)  at  Porapton,  in  Hew  Jersey. 
Having  graduated  at  Yale  College,  in  1813,  he  went  at  once  into  the  army 
as  Second  Lieutenant  of  Engineers,  and  soon  saw  active  service  in  the 
battle  of  Niagara  and  in  the  defence  of  Port  Erie.  The  war  over,  he  be- 
came an  assistant  professor  at  West  Point.  In  1819  and  1820,  he  served  as 
astronomical  surveyor  in  the  commission  for  settling  our  northwestern 
boundary,  and  about  the  same  time  was  appointed  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics in  the  Military  Academy.  In  1823,  he  was  transferred  to  the  chair 
of  civil  and  military  engineering.  To  this  science,  then  comparatively  new 
among  us.  Major  Douglass  devoted  himself  with  ardor  and  success. 
During  several  of  the  summer  recesses  he  acted  as  consulting  engineer  in 
the  public  works  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1831,  he  resigned  his  post  at  West 
Point,  removed  to  Brooklyn,  and  became  chief  engineer  of  the  Morris 
Canal.  Soon  after,  he  was  chosen  Professor  of  Civil  Architecture  in  the 
University  of  New  York,  and  made  the  designs  for  its  College-building. 
In  the  summer  of  1833,  ho  began  his  surveys  for  the  work  of  supplying 
New  York  with  water.  Ilis  tirst  report  was  submitted  in  the  autumn  of 
that  year,  and  clearly  proved  the  feasibility  of  bringing  a supply  from  the 
Croton  Kiver.  Acting  on  the  plans  and  estimates  which  he  furnished,  the 
City  Government,  in  1835,  resolved  to  build  the  aqueduct.  Appointed 
Chief  Engineer  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  Major  Douglass  proceeded 
to  lay  out  the  line  of  the  aqueduct  and  to  complete  his  plans.  lie  had 
accomplished  the  preliminary  work,  when  he  Avas  superseded.  That  this 
was  not  owing  to  any  Avant  of  confidence  in  his  judgment  or  skill,  may  bo 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  his  plans  were  adopted  and  carried  out  by  his 
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successors.  For  his  early  and  highly  useful  labors  in  connection  with  the 
Croton  Aqueduct,  the  name  of  Major  Douglass  should  be  held  in  honored 
remembrance,  as  long  a«  the  healthful  and  refreshing  stream  shall  run  in 
the  channel  which  he  marked  out  for  it.  In  1838,  and  the  two  following 
years,  he  was,  as  our  history  shows,  much  occupied  with  the  afiairs  of 
Green-TVood.  In  the  spring  of  1841,  he  entered  on  his  duties  as  President 
of  Kenyon  College,  at  Gambler,  Ohio.  In  1844,  he  resigned,  and  returned 
to  Kew  York.  During  the  next  four  years,  he  was  employed  as  a-lecturer, 
and  turned  his  taste  and  skill  to  account,  “in  developing  the  landscape 
features  of  Staten  Island,  in  laying  out  the  Albany  Cemeterj',  and  also  the 
Protestant  Cemetery  at  Quebec.”  He  was  appointed,  in  1848,  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  JSTatural  Philosophy  in  the  College  at  Geneva,  K.  Y., 
and  ended  his  life  of  active  and  varied  usefulness  on  the  21st  of  October, 
1849. 


II.— GARRET  BERGEK 

Hans  Haxsex  Beegex,  first  immigrant  of  the  name,  and  founder  of 
the  Bergen  family  here,  though  he  came  over  with  the  Dutch,  was  un- 
doubtedly a Norwegian.  His  very  name  tells  the  story — Hans,  son  of 
Hans,  of  Bergen.  He  was  a ship-carpenter,  and  took  to  wife  Sarah  Jansen 
de  Rapelye,  the  first  child  of  European  parents  born  in  the  colony.  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  Huguenots.  Their  son  Michael  had  a son  Hans 
(or  John),  and  this  Hans  was  the  father  of  Tunis  (born  1730,  d.  1807),  who 
bought  the  Gowanus  farm,  and  left  it  to  his  son  Garret-  Garret  was  born 
in  1772.  The  house  in  which  he  lived  and  died  (1845)  was  bought  in 
1773,  and  is  still  occupied  by  his  son.  Garret  G.  Though  only  four  years 
old  on  the  Long  Island  battle-day,  Mr.  Bergen  remembered  it  well. 
Mr.  Bergen  was  a farmer,  a justice  of  the  peace,  an  elder  in  the  Church, 
and,  better  than  all  these,  an  upright  man,  whose  word  was  as  good  as  his 
bond,  and  whoso  conscientious  life  was  admired  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

!Mr.  Bergen  is  still  well  repi’escntcd.  His  oldest  son,  Tunis  G.,  is  favor- 
•ably  known  as  a public  man  and  ]irofouud  genealogist.  Peter  G.  is  a 
trader  in  New  York.  John  G.  is  the  .able  and  j)opular  Police  Commissioner. 
Garret  G.  is  a farmer.  The  only  daughter  married  Tunis  S.  Barkeloo. 
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III.— THOMxlS  LUDLOW  OGDEN. 

Mi:.  Ogden  was  born  (1TT3)  in  Newark,  N.  J.  During  the  Eevolu- 
tionary  contest,  bis  father,  Abraham  Ogden,  then  of  Morristown,  joined 
the  cause  of  freedom,  while  his  grandfather,  David  Ogden,  and  two  of  his 
undes,  adhered  to  the  royal  side  and  were  expatriated.  Abraham  Ogden 
was  a profound  lawyer  and  a truly  good  man.  By  President  Washington, 
who  well  knew  his  worth,  he  was  made  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for  New 
Jersey,  and  held  the  office  when  he  died,  in  1703. 

The  same  year,  Thomas  Ludlow,  who  had  graduated  at  Columbia  Col- 
lege, and  who  had  studied  the  law,  partly  with  hig  father  and  partly  with 
Richard  Harrison,  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar.  Not  long  after- 
wards he  became  professionally  associated  Avith  Alexander  Hamilton — a 
connection  Avhich  was  terminated  by  the  tragic  and  lamented  death  of 
that  great  man. 

From  the  first,  Mr.  Ogden  took  a lively  interest  in  all  that  concerned 
the  Avelfare  and  advancement  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  For 
thirty-eight  years  he  was  an  active  and  most  influential  member  of  the 
Vestry  of  Trinity  Cliurch,  and,  for  several  years  previous  to  his  death,  ho 
was  the  senior  warden  of  that  wealthy  and  poiverful  corporation.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  Trustees  of  Green-Wood  Cemetery,  and  a very 
useful  member  of  the  board.  Mr.  Ogden  died  in  1844. 

The  following  words  from  a tablet  inscribed  to  his  memory,  in  the 
robing-room  of  Trinity  Church,  render,  it  is  believed,  no  more  than  jus- 
tice to  the  virtues  of  Mr.  Ogden:  “His  long  life  was  one  of  usefulness 
and  duty  to  his  family,  to  his  ])rofession,  and  to  society.  Born  and  nur- 
tured in  the  bosom  of  the  Church,  lie  gave  back  to  her,  with  filial  grati- 
tude, his  best  powers,  his  most  valued  time,  his  dearest  affections,  and,  in 

all  her  institutions,  stood  foremost  in  both  counsel  and  action.” 

22 


158 


APPENDIX. 


IV.— JONATHAN  GOODHUE. 

From  a discourse  delivered  soon  after  the  death  of  i£i'.  Goodhue  by  Lis 
friend  and  pastor,  Dr.  Bellows,  we  make  a few  extracts : 

“Jonathan  Goodbtoe,  the  son  of  the  lion.  Benjamin  Goodhue,  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  came  to  this  city  about  forty  years  ago,  and  entered 
upon  mercantile  life.  The  public  know  him  only  as  a merchant.  He  has 
filled  no  political  oflices,  nor  made  himself  conspicuous  in  any  philanthropic 
causes.  Except  in  his  commercial  capacity,  we  have  not  been  accustomed  to 
hear  his  name  in  the  mouth  of  the  public,  nor  to  see  it  in  the  columns  of 
our  newspapers.  No  man’s  life  had  fewer  incidents  of  an  exciting  char- 
acter, or  offers  more  meagre  matter  for  the  biographer.  More  than  almost 
any  other  citizen  of  similar  intelligence,  experience,  and  standing,  might 
he  be  styled  a private  person.” 

“ "Why  then  is  it  that,  with  an  almost  unequalled  demonstration  of  sor- 
row and  bereavement,  this  community  gathers  about  his  grave,  and  testi- 
fies in  the  sincerest  and  heartiest  forms  its  reverence  and  love  ? Mhence 
this  hurst  of  admiration,  respect,  and  affection,  coming  simultaneously 
from  every  portion  of  the  public  ; uttered  through  the  resolutions  of  com- 
mercial bodies  ; speaking  from  the  lips  of  the  press ; and,  above  alL  fall- 
ing in  tones  of  tenderness  from  private  tongues  in  all  classes  of  society  ? 
It  is  as  if  every  one  h.ad  lost  a friend,  a guide,  an  example ; one  who,  he  is 
surprised  to  find,  has  been  equally  the  object  of  respect  and  affection  to 
ten  thousand  others ! He  filled  so  quiet,  so  unobtrusive,  and  so  ste.ady  a 
place  among  us,  that  our  thoughts  were  never  directly  or  abruptly  fixed 
on  him,  and  therefore  we  are  almost  taken  by  surprise,  when  forced  by 
general  testimony  to  acknowledge  that  no  man  could  be  taken  from  this 
community  amid  such  general  regrets,  possessing  such  universal  con- 
fidence, or  filling  a larger  place  in  its  affections  and  respect.” 

“ It  is  not  what  he  has  done,  but  what  he  has  been,  which  thus  attracts 
the  gratitude  and  respect  of  this  commuuity.  Jonathan  Goodhue  liad  suc- 
ceeded, during  a long  and  active  life  of  business,  in  which  he  became 
known  to  almost  all  our  people  through  the  ordinary  relations  of  trade 
and  commerce,  in  impressing  them  with  a deep  and  unquestioning  sense  of 
his  personal  integrity  and  essential  goodness.  Collecting  its  evidence  from 
a thousand  untraceable  sources — from  the  unconscious  notice  of  his  uni- 


GEERIT  G.  VAN  WAGENEN. 


159 


form  and  consistent  life — from  the  indirect  testimony  of  the  thousands  who 
dealt  with  him — from  personal  observation,  and  from  the  very  counte- 
nance and  manners  of  the  man,  this  community  had  become  penetrated  Avith 
the  conviction  of  his  changeless  virtue — of  his  spotless  honor — of  his 
secret  and  thorough  worth.  He  occupied  what  is  ever  to  be  viewed  as 
tlie  greatest  of  all  earthly  positions,  that  of  a Avitness  to  the  reality  of  vir- 
tue, and  one  whose  testimony  was  accepted.  If  we  ask  what  the  public 
is  now  so  gratefully  contemplating  in  the  memory  of  Jonathan  Goodhue, 
we  find  that  it  is  not  his  public  services,  not  his  commercial  importance, 
not  even  his  particular  virtues  and  graces.  It  is  the  man  himself;  the 
pure,  high-minded,  righteous  man,  Avith  gentle  and  full  affection,  who 
adorned  our  nature — who  dignified  the  mercantile  profession — who  Avas 
superior  to  his  station,  his  riches,  his  exposures — and  made  the  common 
virtues  more  respected  and  venerated  than  shining  talents  or  public 
honors ; who  vindicated  the  dignity  of  common  life,  and  carried  a high, 
large,  and  noble  spirit  into  ordinary  affairs ; Avho  made  men  recognize 
something  inviolable  and  awful  even  in  the  private  conscience,  and  thus 
gave  sanctity  and  value  to  our  common  humanity ! Yes,  my  brethren, 
this  was  the  power,  this  the  attraction,  this  the  value  of  Jonathan  Good- 
hue’s life.  He  has  made  men  believe  in  virtue.  . He  has  made  them  honor 
character  more  than  station  or  wealth ! He  has  illustrated  the  possible 
purity,  disinterestedness,  and  elevation  of  mercantile  life  ! He  has  shoAvn 
that  a rich  man  can  enter  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  He  stands  up,  by 
acclamation,  as  the  model  of  a Chi-istian  Merchant.” 


V.— GERRIT  G.  VAN  WAGENEN. 

Geeeit  G.  Van*  Wagexen,  son  of  Gerrit  Hubert  Van  Wagenen,  Avas 
born  in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  the  year  1800.  He  graduated  at  Co- 
lumbia College  in  1821,  studied  laAv  Avith  Judge  Radcliff,  attended  a course 
of  lectures  in  the  Litchfield  LaAV  School,  and  Avas  admitted  to  practice  in 
1824.  A professional  connection  formed  soon  after,  with  Thomas  L. 
Wells,  Es(p  (son  of  the  celebrated  John  Wells),  was  continued  to  almost 
the  date  of  his  decease. 

If  good  abilities,  sound  learning,  rare  judgment,  and  sterling  integrity 
are  qualifications  for  usefulness  in  public  life,  Mr.  Van  Wagenen  should 
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have  been  a public  man.  Bat  his  nature,  gentle  and  retiring,  ill  fitted  him 
for  tlic  political  arena,  on  whidi,  indeed,  he  seldom  ventured.  He  served 
a short  time  as  Alderman  in  the  Citj'  of  Brooklyn,  and,  with  this  excep- 
tion, it  is  not  remembered  that  he  accepted  or  sought  any  position  de[>end- 
ent  on  the  popular  gift.  As  an  oflicer,  however,  in  various  literary  and 
charitable  institutions,  his  services  were  numerous  and  exceedingly  valu- 
able. He  was  President  for  several  years  of  the  Brooklyn  Female  Insti- 
tute. Columbia  College,  of  which  he  Avas  a Trustee  and  also  Treasurer, 
is  largely  indebted  to  the  judgment  and  skill  which  he  exhibited  in  the 
lease  and  sale  of  its  real  estate.  He  was  a Trustee  of  the  Society  for  the 
Promotion  of  Eeligion  and  Learning ; a Trustee  and  also  Secretary  of  the 
“ Aged  and  Infirm  Clergy  Fund,”  He  Avas  one  of  the  Standing  Committee 
of  the  Diocese  of  Hew  York,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
Eelief  of  Widows  and  Children  of  Clergymen  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Cliurch  in  the  State  of  Hew  York.  Our  History  of  Green-Wood  Cemetery 
shows,  to  some  extent,  the  invaluable  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Tan  Wag- 
enen,  as  a Trustee  of  that  Institution.  Intimately  associated  with  its  pro- 
jectors, his  interest  in  the  enterprise  dates  from  the  beginning.  During 
the  dark  days  of  their  early  struggles,  they  relied  .safelj'  and  successfully 
on  his  sagacious  counsels..  Generousl}*,  gratuitously,  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  he  gave  the  corporation  the  rich  benefit  of  his  professional  advice. 
To  fcAV  men  do  Green-Wood,  and  all  Avho  are  interested  in  Green-Wood, 
owe  more  than  to  Gerrit  G.  Van  Wagenen. 

Mr.  Van  Wagenen  died  September  27,  1858.  His  Avife,  whose  death 
preceded  his,  Avas  Anna  Pierrepont,  eldest  daughter  of  Hezekiah  B. 
Pierrepont.  One  son,  Gerrit  Hubert,  survives. 

The  following  portraiture  of  a character  singularly  beautiful  is  inserted 
by  permission.  It  is  from  the  diary  of  one  of  !Mr.  T an  Y agenen's  intimate 
friends,  and  Avas  Avritten  at  the  time  of  his  decease : 

“ 111  intellect  he  Avas  bright  and  commanding, — in  A-irtne,  transcend- 
ently  superior.  For  sound  judgment  and  discrimination  he  Avas  unrivalled ; 
always  firm,  yet  never  arrogant.  In  manner,  modest  and  urbane.  Imt 
manly;  in  faith  and  practice,  a true  Christian,  Avhich  so  exhibited  them- 
selves, that  a daily  beauty  of  life  signally  distinguished  him ; in  inter- 
course, polite  and  dignified,  commanding  the  respect  of  all  Avho  c.ame 
about  him.  Y’itli  his  intimate  friends  he  av.os  free  and  unreserved  in  con- 
A-ersation,  and  it  Avas  a sweet  enjoyment  to  him  to  relax  among  them,  and 
to  intermingle  his  heart  with  theirs.  He  Avill  not  only  be  missed  from 


CtKOKQE  okiswold. 


ICl 


amon''  them,  hnt  his  loss  will  bo  long  ami  deeply  felt.  As  years  roll  on, 
his  fine  character  will  dwell  in  the  memory  of  friends,  and  in  looking 
around  among  men,  they  will  realize  how  much  it  is  heightened  by  com- 
parison. As  a friend,  ho  was  ever  true  and  constant ; as  a man,  always 
reliable,  from  his  unwavering  integrity.  lie  was  a sound  and  enlightened 
lawyer,  with  habits  of  business  marked  by  industry  and  carefulness.  In 
his  character  there  was  collected  together  that  number  of  virtue.s  which 
made  him  a rare  man.” 


VI.— GEORGE  GRISWOLD. 

George  Griswold  was  born  (1777)  in  Lyme,  Connecticut,  where  his 
hither  cultivated  a small  farm,  and  where  lived,  more  than  a century  earlier, 
his  immigrant  ancestor,  Matthew  Griswold.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he 
began  life  as  clerk  in  a retail  store  at  Hartford.  In  1790,  he  joined  his 
brother  Hathaniel,  and,  two  years  later,  became  one  of  the  firm,  so  long 
and  so  well  known  as  the  house  of  “Nathaniel  L.  and  George.Griswold.” 
They  had  but  small  means  to  start  with,  but  “soon  acquired  credit,  and  by  in- 
dustry atid  skilful  management,  steadily  advanced  in  wealth  and  infinence.” 
After  about  five  years  of  moderate  business,  they  began  to  embark  in  dis- 
tant and  important  enterprises,  and  sent  their  ships  to  almost  every  part 
of  the  world  then  open  to  our  commerce. 

“ George  Griswold  early  rose  to  the  very  front  rank  of  merchants  for 
intelligence,  comprehensivene.ss  of  view,  and  signal  ability ; and  he  main- 
tained this  position  during  the  whole  of  his  prime.”  “ Ilis  perception  was 
clear  and  ready,  his  decision  prompt,  his  action  full  of  energy.  His  high 
integrity  and  sound  judgment  commanded  public  confidence,  and  led  to  his 
being  often  selected  as  arbiter,  or  umpire,  in  commercial  disputes.  He 
made  the  law  of  marine  in.surance  a subject  of  special  study,  and  his 
opinion  on  difficult  cases  had,  for  many  years,  a weight  not  surpassed, 
I>robably,  by  that  of  any  contemporary,  lay  or  professional.” 

Notwithstanding  the  extent  of  Mr.  Griswold’s  engagements,  he  was  by 
no  means  absorbed  by  them,  but  was  ready  to  answer  those  claims  upon 
time  and  service  which  arc  acknowledged  by  every  public-spirited  citizen. 
“He  sought  to  promote  the  improvement  and  good  repute  of  the  city  where 
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ho  livetl.  He  took  a leading  part  in  the  organization  of  the  UniverBitv  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  and  afterwards  in  supporting  it  with  j>ecuniary 
contributions,  and  by  his  services  as  an  efficient  member  of  the  council.” 
The  calls  of  distress— the  thousand  claims  of  benevolence  and  charity, 
whether  public  or  private — were  met  with  cheerful  liberality. 

As  a Trustee  of  the  GreenAYood  Cemetery,  he  was  prompt  and  useful 
In  the  effort  which  resulted  in  placing  upon  its  grounds  the  bronze  statue 
of  De  Witt  Clinton — the  only  monument  yet  raised  in  the  State  of  New 
York  to  her  greatest  son  and  benefactor — Mr.  Griswold  bore  a prominent 
and  generous  part. 

“In  person,  Mr.  Griswold  presented  a fine  specimen  of  the  \-igorous  race 
to  which  he  belonged.  Nearly  six  feet  in  height,  erect,  muscular,  well 
balanced,  his  carriage  was  graceful,  his  activity  and  strength  seldom 
surpassed.  lie  ever  maintained  a spotless  moral  character,  and  in  the 
management  of  his  business,  and  the  intercourse  of  life,  was  gnidc-d  by 
principles  of  honor  and  justice.”  He  had  reached  his  eighty-third  year, 
when,  in  1859,  the  summons  came,  “that  comes  to  all.” 


VII.— ALONZO  G.  ILYMMONH). 

Aloxzo  G.  Hammoxd  was  born  (1789)  in  Berlin,  New  York;  studied 
law  under  the  direction  of  Charles  !M.  Davis,  Esq.,  of  Troy,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  Eensselaer  County  Bar.  In  1828,  and  again  in  1833,  he 
was  a member  of  the  State  Assembly.  In  1834,  Brooklyn  became  an 
incorporated  city,  with  a large  accession  of  territory,  involving  the  necessity 
of  laying  out  new  streets  and  avenues.  To  secure  a judicious  and  impartial 
accomplishment  of  this  important  work,  a commission,  endued  with  plenary 
power,  and  composed  of  men  from  other  parts  of  the  State,  was  estab- 
lished by  the  Legislature,  and  Mr.  Hammond  was  placed  upon  it.  Of  this 
Board  he  was  the  most  infinential,  or  certainly  the  most  active  member, 
as  on  him  was  devolved  the  arduous  task  of  attending  to  the  details  of 
surveying,  mapping,  &c.,  and  of  preparing  a plan  for  ultini.ate  action.  He 
devoted  himself  indefatigably  to  this  service,  .and,  it  is  believed,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  his  associates,  and  of  the  citizens  generally. 

After  the  completion  of  this  work,  he  was  appointed  a Commissioner 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  This  oflice,  as  the  courts  were  then  constituted. 
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was  equivalent  to  that  of  a Judge  in  Chambers.  Still  later,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Surrogate  and  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  King.s,  and 
held  the  office  four  years. 

Judge  Hammond  took  an  early  and  a deep  interest  in  the  Cemetery 
enterprise,  and,  as  Commissioner  for  the  City  Survey,  did  much  to  facilitate 
the  eftbrts  of  the  projectors.  At  the  first  election  of  Trustees,  in  1838, 
he  became  a member  of  the  Board,  and  so  continued  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  21st.,  1859. 


Vin.— WILLIAM  SHEPARD  WETMORE. 

Mn.  Wetmoee  was  born  January  25,  1801,  at  St.  Albans,  in  Vermont. 
His  father,  Seth  Wetmore,  was  a native  of  Middletown,  Connecticut.  He 
was  named  from  his  maternal  grandfather.  General  William  Shepard,  an 
officer  of  distinction  in  the  war  of  Revolution,  and  commander  of  the  forces 
raised  by  Massachusetts  for  the  suppression  of  Shays’  rebellion.  From 
school,  young  Wetmore  went  as  clerk  into  a store  in  Middletown,  and 
afterwards  had  a similar  position  in  Providence.  Then  he  -was  sent  out 
as  supercargo  to  South  America  and  to  Asia.  In  1823,  he  established, 
in  connection  Avith  Richard  Alsop,  of  Middletown,  the  house  of  Wetmore 
and  Alsop,  of  Lima  and  Valparaiso.  Six  years  later  ho  retired  from 
the  firm,  with  a handsome  fortune.  In  1833,  Mr.  Wetmore,  in  company 
Avith  Mr.  Archer,  of  Philadelphia,  again  entered  upon  mercantile  life,  at 
Canton,  in  China,  under  the  style  of  Wetmore  & Co.  This  enterprise  was 
very  successful,  and  the  house  ore  long  acquired  a high  standing  in  all  the 
business  circles  of  Europe  and  America.  By  his  integrity  and  courtesy, 
as  well  as  by  the  firm  stand  Avhich  he  took  against  the  compulsory  intro- 
duction of  the  opium  trade,  Mr.  Wetmore  acquired  the  respect  of  tlie 
native  authorities.  In  1844,  the  firm  of  Wetmore  & Cryder  was  established 
in  Ncav  York.  Three  years  afterAvards  Mr.  Wetmore  retired  finally  from 
business,  the  possessor  of  a large  estate.  His  last  years  Avere  passed  at 
Newport,  R.  L,  Avhere  he  had  erected  a fine  house,  and  Avhere  he  died. 

Though  Mr.  Wetmore  neither  held  nor  sought  office,  his  Avcll-knoAvn 
intelligence  and  integrity  secured  for  him  the  confidence  and  friendship  of 
many  leading  public  men.  In  person  he  Avas  tall  and  commanding ; in 
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liis  management  of  business  lie  was  eminently  sagacious,  while  in  private 
life  ho  was  hospitable  and  courteous,  kind  and  generous,  lie  was  twice 
married,  and  left  children. 


IX.— STEPHElsr  WHITNEY. 

Stephen  Whitney  was  born  in  Derby,  Connecticut,  September  14, 
ITTG,  and  died  at  his  residence  on  the  corner  of  Bowling-Green  and  State 
street.  New  York,  on  the  ICth  of  February,  1800. 

The  business  attractions  and  opportunities  of  New  York  early  drew 
him  to  that  great  mart,  where  he  started  in  life  with  no  other  advantages 
than  those  which  always  accompany  industry,  ability,  and  good  conduct. 
In  due  time  he  became  a wholesale  grocer  on  Coenties  Slip,  and  had  a 
wide-extended  business.  At  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in  1812,  large 
sums  were  due  to  him  from  commercial  houses  in  the  Southern  States, 
and,  unfortunately,  they  were  in  no  condition  to  pay.  Cotton,  indeed,  they 
had  in  abundance.  But  of  what  use  was  cotton,  when  there  were  no 
longer  any  vessels  to  convey  it  over  the  ocean,  nor  any  ports  to  which  it 
could  be  sent?  But  Mr.  Whitney  thought  that  cotton,  however  cheap,  was 
better  than  nothing.  He  sent  agents  to  all  his  Soutliern  customers,  with 
instructions  to  take  cotton  where  they  couldnot  get  cash,  and  the  merchants 
of  Georgia  and  Louisiana  were,  no  doubt,  delighted  at  being  let  off  so 
easily.  Having  thus  secured  a very  large  amount  of  the  almost  worthless 
article,  Mr.  Whitney  sent  it  to  Amelia  Island,  then  under  Spanish  sway, 
and  from  this  place  it  was  shipped  to  Europe  in  neutral  vessels.  Tlie 
returns  were  so  satisfactory  as  to  induce  repeated  investments  in  the  com- 
modity, all  of  which  took  the  same  course.  Thus  Mr.  Whitney,  who,  at 
the  beginning  of  that  short  contest,  was  .almost  a bankrupt,  found  himself 
wealthy  at  its  close. 

Mr.  AVhitncy  next  went  into  the  purchase  of  real  estate,  in  the  City  of 
New  York.  Here  he  showed  great  sagacity,  and,  through  the  rapid  rise  of 
values,  added  immensely  to  his  wealth.  He  engaged  in  the  China  trade  at 
the  time  when  it  was  most  profitable,  and  was  for  many  years  largely  con- 
cerned in  trade  with  Liverpool.  Of  the  B.anks,  the  Railroad  Companies, 
etc.,  which  ho  helped  to  found  and  to  manage,  it  is  needless  here  to  speak. 


LTJTIIEE  BEADISH. 
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Fivc-and-twonty  years  before  he  died,  Mr.  Whitney  retired  from  aetive 
business,  but  still  found  ample  employment  in  the  care  and  management 
of  his  large  property. 

A notice  of  Mr.  Whitney,  which  appeared  soon  after  his  death,  in  the 
Journal  of  Commerce.,  dwells  with  emphasis  on  the  coolness  and  clearness 
of  his  judgment,  the  sagacity  which  marked  all  his  actions,  and  the  strong 
tenacity  of  his  settled  purpose.  He  is  represented  as  genial  in  feeling  and 
in  manners,  and  as  agreeably  instructive  in  his  conversation.  Although 
“not  conspicuously  liberal  to  objects  wholly  benevolent,”  etc.,  “his  chari- 
ties were  dispensed  with  system,  and  studiously  without  show.” 

One  who  knew  Mr.  Whitney  well,  describes  him  as  “ a short,  spare  man 
— remarkably  vigorous  in  mind  and  body,  down  to  the  minute  of  his  death ; 
scrupulously  neat  and  unpretending  in  his  dress ; courteous  and  modest  in 
his  manner — devotedly  attached  to  church,  home,  and  family.” 

His  estate  was  estimated  at  twelve  millions. 


X.— LUTHER  BEADISH. 

Me.  Beadish  was  born  1783,  at  Cumniington,  Massachusetts,  and 
graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1804.  In  due  time  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  the  City  of  Hew  York,  and  soon  after  left  the  country  on  a 
visit  to  the  West  Indies  and  South  America,  Avhcnce  he  sailed  to  England. 
He  returned  to  Hew  York  just  before  the  war  of  1812,  and,  during  that 
contest,  served  his  country  as  a volunteer.  His  wife,  a daughter  of  George 
Gibbs,  of  Newport,  died  181G,  in  the  second  year  of  her  married  life.  In 
1820,  Mr.  Bradish  again  left  home  for  an  extended  foreign  tour.  His 
object,  at  this  time,  was  “to  make  himself  acquainted,  from  personal 
observation,  with  the  countries  and  commerce  of  the  Levant,”  and  also  to 
collect,  and  communicate  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  infor- 
mation auxiliary  to  the  establishment  of  treaty  relations  with  the  Turkish 
Government.  To  this  extent,  at  least,  his  mission  was  oflBcial  and  nation.al. 
He  sailed  for  the  Mediterranean  with  Commodore  Bainbridge,  in  the 
Columbus,  and,  having  made  the  circuit  of  that  famous  sea  in  the  national 
ship,  repaired  to  Constantinople.  As  the  result  of  his  visit  there,  he  was 
enabled  to  send  dispatches  home,  which  prepared  and  opened  the  way  for 

that  treaty  with  the  Sultan  which  was  made  not  long  afterwards. 
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Having  accomplished  successfully  this  part  of  his  mission,  he  devoted 
the  next  five  years  to  travel.  After  exploring  Egypt  and  Syria,  he  passed 
into  Europe,  visiting  every  country  on  the  continent  except  Spain,  and  all 
the  great  cities,  from  Naples  to  Moscow.  The  facility  with  which  he  .spoke 
several  European  langnages,  and  even  the  Arabic,  must  have  abided  greatly 
to  the  pleasure  and  the  profit  of  that  long  journey,  and  of  those  pleasant 
sojourns. 

Soon  after  his  return,  Mr.  Bradish  was  sent  to  the  State  Assembly 
from  Franklin  County.  He  had  been  for  seven  years  a member,  when,  in 
1838,  he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  that  body.  Then  for  two  years  he  was 
Lieutenant-Governor.  In  1842  he  was  the  Mhig  candidate  for  Governor, 
hut  failed  to  come  in. 

Here  ended  his  political  career.  From  that  time  he  withdrew  from  the 
exciting  and  troubled  arena  of  party  politics,  and  held  no  public  office, 
excepting  the  place  of  Assistant  Treasurer  at  New  York,  which  he  occu- 
pied for  a short  time  under  President  Fillmore. 

But  if  Mr.  Bradish  ceased  to  be  an  active  politician,  he  was  none  the 
less,  nay,  all  the  more,  a good  citizen  and  a devoted  philanthropist.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  he  was  a conspicuous  and  earnest  actor  in  not  a 
few  of  the  great  enterprises,  charitable  and  religions,  which  have  marked 
the  period.  Self-possessed,  dignified,  urbane, — familiar  with  the  routine 
and  details  of  business,— he  was  admirably  qualified  as  a presiding  officer, 
and  his  abilities  in  that  line  were  kept  in  constant  exercise.  Mlien  Albert 
Gallatin  died,  Mr.  Bradish  was  his  successor  as  President  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society.  Still  later,  he  succeeded  Theodore  FrcTmghnysen  in 
the  Presidency  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  retaining  both  offices  until 
he  died.  Though  holding  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust  in  numerous 
important  institutions,  he  found  the  heart  and  the  time  to  be  active  and 
useful  in  them  all.  No  Trustee  of  Green-Mood  was  more  punctual  or 
faithful  than  Governor  Bradish,— no  one  more  ready  or  more  competent 
to  aid  his  colleagues  with  the  fruits  of  a ripe  experience  and  excellent 
judgment. 

By  his  second  wife,  Mary  Eliza  Hart,  Mr.  Bradish  had  one  daughter. 
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I.— MEilOEIAL  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE,  AND  AOT  OF 
INCORPORATION. 

Memorial  to  the  Legislature,  Submitted  Jahtjaet,  1838. 

To  the  Honorable^  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Yorlc: 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  respectfully  showeth : 

That  in  the  rapid  extension  of  these  cities,  and  among  all  the  various 
improvements  which  of  late  years  have  been  introduced  therein,  both  as 
to  matters  of  taste,  and  with  a view  to  the  more  substantial  considerations 
of  health  and  comfort,  no  adequate  provision  has  yet  been  made  for  an 
object  of  paramount  importance  in  both  respects — the  burial  (Jf  the 
dead. 

Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  some  other  cities  of  our  country,  emulating 
the  taste  of  the  celebrated  P&re  la  Chaise^  have  had  for  some  time  one 
or  more  spacious  precincts  set  apart  and  properly  arranged  for  this  pur- 
pose ; Mount  Auburn  at  the  former  place,  and  Laurel  Hill  and  the  Monu- 
ment Cemetery  at  the  latter,  are  already  flourishing  Institutions,  which, 
while  they  set  forth  the  memory  of  the  departed  dead,  are  equally  honor- 
able to  the  pious  benevolence  and  philanthropy  of  the  living. 

New  York  and  Brooklyn,  with  a population  of  more  than  three  hun- 
dred thousand  inhabitants,  singular  as  it  may  seem,  have  no  corresponding 
arrangement,  nor  indeed  any  provision  of  any  kind,  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  this  great  and  rapidly  increasing  community. 

In  an  early  state  of  these  cities,  while  the  population  was  yet  small, 
and  no  expectation  entertained  of  such  an  increase  as  has  since  been  real- 
ized, the  grave-yards  attached  to  the  different  churches  were  deemed 
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abundantly  sufficient ; many  of  these,  however,  had  become  crowded  to 
an  inconvenient  degree,  when  they  were  closed  by  the  Municipal  authoritj 
of  the  city,  from  considerations  of  health,  and  other  situations  chosen  in 
lieu  of  them,  beyond  the  (then  existing)  limits  of  the  dense  population. 
But  in  process  of  time,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a very  few  jears,  these  also 
have  been  overtaken  by  the  increment  of  population,  and  are  now  in  their 
turn  surrounded  and  hemmed  in  by  the  encroachment  of  buildings ; so  that 
at  no  distant  time  a new  change  will  become  necessary,  and  the  desecra- 
tion of  the  present  grounds  follows  almost  as  a matter  of  course.  In  the 
mean  time  the  whole  island  has  been  laid  out,  and  is  everywhere  rapidly 
improving  without  reference  to  this  object,  and  there  seems  now  no  reason 
to  expect  that  a situation  suitable  in  point  of  soil,  and  of  sufficient  extent 
for  a permanent  arrangement,  could  he  obtained  in  any  part  of  it;  and 
such  is  the  apprehension  on  this  subject,  that  many  of  our  citizens  send 
the  bodies  of  their  deceased  friends  to  remote  country  places  in  New  York 
and  Hew  England  for  sepulture ; and  several  have  taken  lots  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Mount  Auburn. 

Tour  memorialists  have  therefore  been  induced  to  look  to  the  vicinity 
of  Brooklyn  as  the  only  place,  within  a moderate  distance  of  both  cities, 
where  such  a design  could  be  cai-ried  out,  upon  a scale  commensurate  with 
its  importance,  and  with  the  assurance  of  its  being  preserved,  for  any 
length  of  time,  inviolate. 

They  urge  the  subject  the  more  especially  upon  the  attention  of  your 
honorable  bodies,  as  it  is  understood  that  the  city  of  Brooklyn  is  now  also 
in  the  hands  of  Commissioners,  about  to  be  laid  out  under  a law  of  the 
State ; that  this  laying  out  is  already  nearly  completed,  and  will  be  entirely 
matured  and  recorded  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season ; and  if  so  com- 
pleted without  reference  to  the  objects  which  your  memorialists  have  in 
view,  it  will  be  very  difficult  if  not  impossible  ever  to  accomplish  them 
hereafter. 

With  these  sentiments,  your  memorialists  respectfully  offer  for  the 
consideration  of  your  honorable  body  the  annexed  bill,  containing  the 
smallest  amount  of  corporate  power,  with  the  other  provisions  necessary 
for  carrying  out  the  objects  contemplated. 

And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
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Act  of  Ixcoeporation,  Passed  April  18,  1838. 

[Repealed,  as  far  as  regards  the  Joint  Stock  principle,  by  Act  of  April  11, 1S89.] 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yorh,  represented,  in  Senate  and  Assemhly^ 

do  enact  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  All  persons  who  shall  become  stockholders  pursuant  to 
this  act,  are  hereby  constituted  a body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  “ The 
Green-lVood  Cemetery,”  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a public  burial- 
gronnd  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn. 

Sec.  2.  The  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  which  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  shall  be  deemed  personal  property,  and  be  transferable 
on  the  books  of  the  corporation,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  corporation 
shall  by  its  by-laws  direct. 

Sec.  3.  The  said  corporation  may,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor 
and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Brooklyn  first  had  and  obtained, 
acquire,  take,  and  hold  a lot  or  tract  of  land  within  the  City  of  Brooklyn, 
not  exceeding  two  hnndred  acres,  and  may  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of 
such  land,  to  be  used  exclusively  as  a cemetery,  or  a place  for  the  burial 
of  the  dead ; but  all  moneys  received  for  or  on  account  of  the  said  capital 
stock,  shall  bo  first  applied  by  the  said  corporation  to  the  payment  of  the 
purchase-money  of  the  land  acquired  by  the  said  corporation,  and  the 
residue  thereof,  together  with  at  least  one-half  the  moneys  obtained  for 
such  sales  of  the  said  lots  or  plots,  shall  be  applied  to  improving  or  em- 
bellishing such  land  as  a cemetery  or  burial-gronnd. 

Sec.  4.  The  commissioners  appointed  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  Act 
entitled  “ An  Act  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out 
streets,  avenues,  and  squares  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn,”  passed  April  23, 
1835,  are  hereby  authorized  to  designate  on  the  map  of  the  said  city,  in 
and  by  the  said  act  directed  to  bo  made  and  filed  by  said  commissioners, 
the  lot  or  tract  of  land  so  acquired  by  the  said  corporation,  and  to  termi- 
nate any  or  all  of  the  streets  or  avenues  at  the  outer  boundaries  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  The  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  said  lots  or 
plots,  when  conveyed  by  said  corporation  to  individual  proprietors,  shall 
be  exempt  from  assessment,  and  not  liable  to  bo  sold  on  execution,  or  to 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  by  assignment  under  any  insolvent- 
law. 

Sec.  6.  Samuel  Ward,  John  P.  Stagg,  Charles  King,  D.  B.  Douglass, 
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Russell  Stebbins,  Joseph  A.  Perry,  Ilenry  E.  Pierrepont,  and  Pliny  Free- 
man, shall  be  commissioners  to  receive  subscriptions  for  the  said  capital 
stock.  They  shall  appoint  a day  and  place  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  or  either,  to  receive  the  same.  They  shall  prescribe  the  form 
and  rules  of  said  subscriptions,  and  cause  at  least  fifteen  days’  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  said 
cities  respectively,  and  at  such  time  and  place  receive  subscriptions  there- 
for. And  also,  in  case  more  than  the  whole  amount  is  subscribed,  they 
shall  have  j)ower  tt>  apportion  the  stock  as  they  think  proper  among  the 
said  subscribers.  And  also,  in  case  the  whole  stock  is  not  then  subscribed, 
to  receive  subscriptions  therefor,  until  the  whole  is  taken;  and  when 
thirty  thousand  dollars  of  said  capital  stock  shall  have  been  paid  in,  said 
commissioners  shall  give  a like  notice  for  a meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  appoint,  to  choose 
from  among  the  said  stockholders  fifteen  directors.  And  such  election 
shall  be  then  and  there  made  by  such  stockholders  as  shall  attend  for  that 
purpose,  either  in  person  or  by  lawful  proxy,  each  share  of  the  capital 
stock  entitling  a stockholder  to  one  vote.  And  the  said  commissioners,  or 
any  three  of  them,  shall  be  inspectors  of  the  first  election  of  directors  of  the 
said  corporation,  and  shall  certify  under  their  hands  the  names  of  those  duly 
elected,  and  deliver  over  the  subscription-books,  moneys,  and  property  of 
the  said  corporation  to  the  said  directors.  Tlie  directors  first  chosen  shall 
fix  upon  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  first  meeting  of  the  directors. 
A new  election  of  directors,  being  stockholders,  shall  be  made  annually, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  board  of  directors  shall  appoint. 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  he  lawful  for  the  directors,  or  a majority  of  them,  to 
require  payments  of  the  suras  to  be  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock,  at 
such  times,  and  in  such  payments,  and  on  such  conditions  as  they,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  shall  deem  fit,  under  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  all 
previous  payments  thereon ; and  shall  give  notice  of  the  payments  thus 
required,  and  of  the  place  and  time  when  the  same  are  to  be  paid,  at  least 
thirty  days  previous  to  the  payment  of  the  same,  in  at  least  two  public 
newspapers,  one  published  in  the  said  City  of  New  York,  and  one  in  the 
said  City  of  Brooklyn. 

Sec.  8.  The  said  corporation  shall  possess  the  powers,  and  be  snbtcct 
to  the  provisions,  contained  in  chapter  18th  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Seo.  9.  This  act  shall  take  efireet  imraetliately. 


MEMOKIAi  TO  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 
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II.— ACTIOX  OF  THE  COHAION  COUHOIL  OF  THE  CITY . OF 

BROOELYH. 

To  the  Eonorable^  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of 

Brooklyn : 

Tiie  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn, 
respectfully  showeth : 

That  at  the  late  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  an  Act  was 
passed  incorporating  a certain  Company  by  the  name  of  “The  Green- 
Mood  Cemetery,”  with  power  to  purchase,  “ with  the  consent  of  the 
Common  Council  of  Brooklyn  first  had  and  obtained,”  a tract  of  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  said  city,  and  to  lay  out,  improve,  and  embellish 
the  same  in  a permanent  and  tasteful  manner,  as  a Rural  Burying- 
Ground. 

And  your  Memorialists  further  represent,  that  Samuel  Ward,  Russell 
Stebbins,  Jno.  P.  Stagg,  Charles  King,  A.  G.  Hammond,  and  others,  with 
the  undersigned,  are  Commissioners  for  organizing  said  Company ; and 
that,  since  the  passage  of  the  Act,  certain  of  their  number,  unconnected 
with  any  local  interests,  have  been  engaged  in  exploring  the  outer  wards 
of  the  city,  with  a view  to  determine  the  most  fit  and  proper  location  for 
the  said  Cemetery.  That  after  the  most  mature  and  careful  examination, 
it  is  reported — and  in  this  report  the  undersigned  fully  concur — that  a 
location  of  extraordinary  beauty  and  capability,  and  in  their  opinion 
superior  to  any  other  within  the  city  bounds,  may  bo  found  on  the 
summits  of  the  Gowanus  Hills,  in  the  eighth  Ward  of  the  city,  within  a 
district  hordering  upon  the  city  line,  and  limited  on  other  sides  as  follows, 
that  is  to  say:  northerly  by  eighteenth  street,  southerly  by  thirty-fourth 
street,  and  westerly  by  a line  midway  between  the  fifth  and  sixth 
Avenues. 

The  views  by  which  your  Memorialists  have  been  induced  to  act  in 
this  matter,  and  which  they  respectfully  heg  leave  to  urge  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  your  honorable  bodies,  may  bo  stated  as  follows,  viz.:  In  the  two 
gi'eat  communities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  comprising  at  this  time  a 
population  of  at  least  three  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  no  adequate 
provision  has  yet  been  made,  in  the  local  arrangements  of  cither  place, 
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for  the  burial  of  tlie  dead.  The  whole  island  of  New  York  has  been  laid 
out  without  reference  to  it,  and  the  ancient  burial-places  of  that  city, 
however  appropriate  they  may  have  been  at  the  time  of  their  location, 
woifld  now  be  wholly  inadequate,  even  if  they  had  not  been  closed,  as  a 
measure  of  health  police,  by  the  authority  of  the  city ; while  those  more 
recently  chosen,  in  situations  comparatively  remote,  are  already  overtaken 
and  hemmed  in  by  the  dense  population,  and  must  soon  become  in  like 
manner  either  insufficient  or  nnavailable. 

These  remai’ks  will  undoubtedly  apply  to  the  older  burying-grounds  in 
the  City  of  Brooklyn ; and  such  is  the  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  a large 
portion  of  our  community,  that  the  remains  of  deceased  friends  are 
constantly  being  sent,  at  great  cost  and  inconvenience,  to  remote  places 
in  the  country ; and  several  of  our  citizens  have  even  purchased  lots  in  the 
Cemetery  of  Mount  Auburn. 

The  evil  has  become  one  of  gi’eat  and  urgent  solicitude,  inasmuch  as 
there  are  estimated  to  be  not  less  than  eight  or  ten  thousand  families  in 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  who  are  either  unprovided,  or  very  imperfectly 
provided,  with  any  safe  and  appropriate  place  for  the  disposal  of  their 
dead ; and  this  number  is  said  to  be  daily  increasing. 

Your  honors  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  this  circumstance  must 
greatly  impede  the  formation  of  local  attachments  and  local  interests. 
No  tie  is  more  strong  than  that  by  which  the  hearts  of  men  are  bound  to 
the  burial-places  of  their  departed  friends,  and  it  is  the  part  of  patriotism 
therefore,  as  well  as  of  hixmanity,  to  make  liberal  provision  for  this 
imperative  want,  in  a place  where  nearly  nine  thousand  burials  take 
place  per  annum. 

Other  cities  have  been  more  attentive  to  this  consideration : Boston 
is  justly  proud  of  its  Mount  Auburn;  Philadelphia  not  less  so  of  its 
Laurel  Hill ; Baltimore  has  recently  laid  out  a princely  domain  for  the 
same  purpose;  and  who  has  not  heard  of  the  celebrated  Cemetery  of  Pire 
la  Chaise? 

Your  Memorialists  believe  that  the  location  to  which  they  have  re- 
ferred, in  the  variety  and  beauty  of  its  picturesque  scenery,  and  in  its 
capabilities  for  picturesque  improvement,  is  at  least  equal,  if  not  superior, 
to  any  spot,  similarly  appropriated,  in  the  world ; and  they  doubt  not,  if  it 
should  be  set  apart  and  properly  improved  for  this  purpose,  it  will  soon 
become  one  of  the  most  interesting  objects  of  taste  and  feeling  in  this 
vicinity. 
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■With  these  sentiments,  they  respectfully  move  your  honors  to  give  the 
consent  of  the  Common  Council,  as  required  hy  the  Act. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  &c.,  &c. 

D.  B.  Douglass,  ’ 

n.  E.  PlEREEPONT, 

R.  SxEBBlNS. 

Beookltjt,  6th  of  August,  1838. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  of  BrooUyn,  meeting 
August  Qth,  certified  hy  Theodore  Fames,  Cleric. 

“ The  petition  of  D.  B.  Douglass  and  others.  Commissioners  of  the 
Green-’Wood  Cemetery,  for  the  consent  of  the  Common  Council  to  locate 
their  Cemetery,  was  presented  and  read  hy  Alderman  Perry.  After  some 
deliberation  on  the  subject,  the  following  resolution  was  offered  by 
Alderman  Perry,  viz. ; Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  Memorialists  be 
granted ; and  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Gi’een-W ood  Cemetery  be 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  and  lay  out,  for  the  purposes  of  a Cemetery , 
the  ground  required  for  such  purposes,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  acres, 
within  the  limits  designated  in  the  memorial.  On  motion,  it  was  voted, 
that  the  above  resolution  be  adopted,  and  that  the  memorial,  and  the 
resolution  appended,  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Common  Council.” 


III.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Extract  from  the  official  Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  laying  out  the 
City  of  Brooklyn,  under  an  Act  passed  twenty-third  of  April,  1835. 

“ Geeex-Wood  Cemetery  is  laid  out  in  compliance  with  a law  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  incorporating  the  Gieeu- 
"Wood  Cemetery  Company,  and  is  bounded  as  follows : Beginning  at  the 
intersection  of  twenty-first  street  and  the  tenth  Avenue,  at  the  south- 
westerly corner  of  the  same ; thence  running  westerly,  along  the  south 
side  of  twenty-first  street,  to  a point  one  hundred  feet  west  of  the  seventh 
Avenue  ; thence  southerly,  in  a line  parallel  to  the  seventh  Avenue,  to  a 
point  one  hundred  feet  southerly  of  twenty-third  street;  thence  westerly, 
in  a line  parallel  to  twenty-third  street,  to  a point  throe  hundred  feet 
westerly  of  the  seventh  Avenue ; thence  southerly,  in  a line  parallel  to 
24 
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tlie  seventh  Avenue,  to  the  westerly  side  of  twenty-fifth  street;  thence 
westerly,  along  the  southerly  side  of  twerity-fifth  street,  to  a point  mid- 
way between  the  fifth  and  sixth  Avenues ; thence  southerly,  in  a line 
parallel  to  those  Avenues,  to  a point  one  hundred  feet  southerly  of 
thirty-third  street;  thence  parallel  to  thirty-tliird  street,  easterly  to 
seventh  Avenue  ; thence  northerly,  along  the  westerly  side  of  the  seventh 
Avenue,  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  to  a point  midway  between  thirt;-- 
second  and  thirty-third  streets ; thence  easterly,  on  a line  parallel  to  those 
streets,  to  the  boundary  of  the  city ; thence  along  said  city  boundary 
northerly,  to  the  tenth  Avenue  ; and  thence  along  the  westerly  side  of 
the  tenth  Avenue,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  all  streets  and 
Avenues  which  have  been  described  as  running  through  the  above 
ground  are  to  terminate  at  its  line,  with  the  exception  of  Hammond 


Avenue. 

* * * 


* * * 
(Signed) 


H:  ^ ^ ^ ^ 


“A.  G.  nAMMOSD, 

“S.  ClTEETER, 

“J.  Tiefanv, 


State 

Commissioners.’’ 


IV.— THE  APPRAISEMENT. 

The  appraisement  is  dated  September  24,  1838,  and  is  signed  by  D.  B. 
Douglass,  A.  G.  Hammond,  C.  P.  Smith,  and  H.  E.  Pierrepont,  appraisers. 


Schcrmerliorn  Farm 

. . So  acres,  or  1022  lots,  at  $050  per  acre. . . . 

$55,250  00 

Sackett  Farm,  about 

, .34  “ 

405  “ 

T25 

24,044  00 

Dean  Farm 

..23  “ 

2S0  “ 

000 

2L217  00 

Ibbotson  Farm,  about. 

..32  “ 

803  “ 

075  

31.314  50 

Wyckoff  Farm,  about. . 

..4  “ 

45  “ 

COO  *• 

2i250  00 

Total 

average  . 

. .$750  00  per  acre 

.,..$134,075  50 

The  owners  of  182G4  lots  signed  the  appraisement.  There  were  3181 
lots  on  the  Dean  and  Ibbotson  Farms  whoso  owners,  numbering  about 
twenty,  refused  to  sign. 


V.— LAND-OWNERS’  AGREEMENT. 


Whereas  a Company,  called  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery  Company,  was 
incorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  late  Legislature  of  this  State,  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  laving  out  and  embellisliing  a rural  burying-gronnd  in  the  City  of 
Brooklyn, ’upon  the  principle  of  the  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery  in  Boston- 
in  -n-hich  Act  of  incorporation  David  B.  Douglass  and  Henry  E.  Pierre- 
pont  are  named,  among  others,  as  two  of  the  commissioners  for  issuing  the 
stock;  and  whereas  it  is  in  contemplation  to  locate  the  said  Cemetery  on 
the  Gowanus  Hills,  in  the  8th  Ward  of  the  city,  in  such  manner  as  to  em- 
brace certain  parts  of  the  farms  following,  to  wit : the  Wyckotf  Farm,  the 
Sackett  Farm,  the  Ibbotson  Farm,  the  Dean  Farm,  the  Schermerhorn 
Farm,  and  the  Bergen  Farm  : How,  therefore,  we  the  undersigned,  owners 
of  property  on  the  said  farms,  within  the  limits  so  contemplated,  with  a 
view  to  promote  the  object  of  the  said  Corporation,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby,  on  the  part  of 
each  one  of  us,  individually  acknowledged,  and  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions hereinafter  specified,  do  severally  covenant  and  agree  with  the 
said  D.  B.  Douglass  and  Ily.  E.  Pierrepont  as  follows,  viz. . 

Article  1st.  Each  of  ns,  for  himself  individually,  agrees  to  convey  to 
the  said  D.  B.  Douglass  aud  Ily.  E.  Pierrepont,  or  under  their  direction, 
to  the  Cemetery  Company,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  organized,  so  much 
of  our  respective  premises  as  may  be  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  the 
said  location,  and  to  take  stock  of  said  Company  in  payment  therefor, 
the  nominal  value  of  the  premises  so  embraced,  and  the  quota  of  the  stock 
to  be  received  for  the  same,  to  bo  determined _ according  to  the  mode 
specified  in  the  article  next  following;  and,  when  so  determined,  we  also 
bind  ourselves  to' be  present,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  at  the  time  and  place 
which  may  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  for  issuing  the  stock,  and 
to  subscribe  for  the  same;  provided  always,  that  no  instalments  in  cash  are 
ever  to  be  required  of  us  iu  addition  to  the  premises  conveyed. 

Article  9d.  The  value  of  the  several  premises  shall  be  deteribmed 
according  to  a general  average;  such,  that  the  cost  of  two  hundred  acres 
shall  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ; and  Messrs.  A.  G.  Ham- 
mond, D.  B.  Douglass,  Cyrus  P.  Smith,  and  II.  E.  Pierrepont,  are  hereby 
nominated  and  appointed  a Committee  on  our  behalf,  with  full  power  to 
adjust  the  relative  value  of  our  respective  premises  according  to  said 
average,  and  to  determine  the  quota  of  stock  to  be  subscribed  and  received 
therefor,  subject  only  to  the  apportioning  power  vested  by  the  act  of  in- 
corporation in  the  Commissioners  for  issuing  stock. 

Article  3d.  And  whereas  there  are  mortgages  existing  on  certain  of  the 
premises  referred  to,  we  i[o  further  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  Doug 
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lass  and  Pierrepont,  in  as  far  as  we  are  severally  parties  to  said  mortgages, 
and  in  case  the  mortgagees  shall  not  consent  to  take  stock  in  full  payment 
therefor,  tliat  wo  will,  at  the  option  of  said  Douglass  and  PierrejKjnt,  assign 
said  stock  as  collateral  security,  in  lien  of  said  mortgages,  and  will  duly 
execute  and  deliver  bonds  of  indemnity  for  tlie  principal  and  interest  due 
thereon,  to  the  end  that  the  premises  referred  to  may  be  released  from  all 
encumbrances  whatever. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  (each  one  of  us  for  himself  individually),  at 
Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  June  28th,  1838. 

Signed  and  sealed  hy  the  parties  of  ) 
the  first  part,  in  presence  of  V 


VI.— MEMOPJAL  TO  THE  LEGISLATUEE,  AAsD  A~NfE\T)ED 
ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Senate  and,  Home  of  Representatit^  of  the  State  of 

New  Torh: 

The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned,  a Committee  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Green-Wood  Cemetery  Company,  and  in  behalf  of  said  Compauy,  respect- 
fully showeth : 

That  in  pursuance  of  a law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
to  wit:  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1838,  a Joint  Stock  Company  has  been 
formed  and  organized,  under  the  above  title,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out 
and  constructing,  on  the  most  approved  plan,  a Rural  Cemetery  in  the 
City  of  Brooklyn.  That  after  mature  deliberation,  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Common  Council,  duly  obtained,  its  location  has  been  fixed,  and  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  secured,  iu  a very  eligible  situation  in 
the  eighth  ward  of  said  city,  the  boundaries  of  which  have  been  designated 
on  the  city  map,  under  the  authority  of  the  commissioners ; and  measures 
are  already  in  progress  for  improving  and  embellishing  it,  in  conformity 
with  the  design  and  purpose  for  which  the  company  was  incorporated. 

In  the  progress  of  these  incipient  steps,  however,  and  with  a view  to 
the  complete  success  of  an  undertaking  in  which  one  of  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  humanity  is  intended  to  bo  subserved,  the  imdersigned  h.ave  be- 
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come  aware  of  the  importance  of  certain  legal  provisions  which  were  not 
contemplated  in  the  original  act  of  incorporation,  and  which  they  now 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Honor- 
able, the  Legislature. 

In  the  first  place,  the  principle  of  a Joint  Stock  Company,  involving,  as 
it  necessarily  does,  the  idea  of  private  and  individual  profit,  and,  in  the 
present  instance,  the  conflicting  interests  of  lot-holders  and  stockholders 
in  the  premises,  appears  not  in  harmony  with  an  undertaking  which,  in 
its  nature  and  aim,  is  eminently  and  essentially  philanthropic.  Your  me- 
morialists were  not  wholly  unaware  oi  this  consideration  in  drawing  iip 
their  original  act,  hut  they  were  also  under  an  impression  that  their  object 
could  not  he  accomplished  in  any  other  way.  This  they  have  since  dis- 
covered to  be  an  error;  and  as  the  stockholders  are  willing  to  relinquish 
their  stock  upon  equitable  principles,  the  undersigned,  in  behaH  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  respectfully  ask  leave  to  receive  and  cancel  it,  and  to 
manage  the  concern  thenceforth  as  an  Incorporated  I'rust.  The  conflicting 
interests  alluded  to  will  thus  be  done  away,  the  undertaking  in  all 
respects  placed  upon  a more  proper  footing,  and  the  unqualified  confidence 
of  the  community  insured  to  an  institution,  from  which  even  the  appear- 
ance of  individual  profit  is  entirely  excluded. 

In  moving  this  amendment,  your  memorialists  are  also  instructed  to 
request  that  your  Honorable  Bodies  will  be  pleased  to  confer  such  addi- 
tional powers  for  the  preservation  of  the  grounds,  and  for  the  protection 
of  the  tombs,  monuments,  graves,  and  shrubbery  therein,  as  have  been  found 
necessary  in  other  similar  undertakings  elsewhere.  And,  finally,  as  the 
Cemetery,  under  these  several  provisions,  will  become  purely  and  exclii- 
.sively  a lenexolent  institution,  and  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  public  mind  should  he  assured  of  the  inviolability  of  the  premises  in 
every  possible  event,  even  against  legal  process,  we  trust  your  Honors  will 
perceive  the  reasonableness  of  exempting  them  from  taxation. 

In  presenting  these  several  points  to  the  attention  of  an  enlightened 
Legislature,  your  memorialists  cannot  feel  it  necessary  to  accompany  them 
with  any  new  arguments,  of  a general  nature,  on  the  subject  to  which  they 
relate.  In  all  ages,  and  in  every  country,  even  barbarous  tribes  acknowl- 
edge, by  elaborate  funeral  rites,  and  in  many  other  ways,  the  duty  of  the 
living  to  honor  and  protect  the  remains  and  memory  of  the  dead.  In  the 
City  of  New  York,  the  performance  of  this  duty  has  been  attended  with 
peculiar  difficulties;  extraordinary  means  are  necessary,— Legislative  aid, 
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therefore,  indispensable, — and  in  seeking  that  aid,  respectfully,  at  the 
hands  of  your  Honorable  Bodies,  the  undersigned  entertain  no  fear  that 
their  application  will  be  unheeded. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  &c.,  &c. 

D.  B.  Douglass, 

HeXKY  E.  PlUnEEPOXT, 

Ani  others^  Committee. 


Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  of  Broolchjn, — Meeting 

March  IKA,  1839. 

The  subject  of  the  Green-lVood  Cemetery  was  brought  forward  by  hia 
Honor  the  Mayor,  who  stated  that  the  bill  now  before  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  for  the  incorporation  of  that  association,  contained  a provision 
exempting  the  Cemetery  from  taxation,  and  that  our  representatives  in 
the  Legislature  wished  for  an  expression  of  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
Common  Council  on  that  subject. 

After  full  consideration,  Alderman  Underhill  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  by  a vote  of  the  Board,  viz. : 

“ Eesolved,  That  the  tract  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  the  Green-Wood 
Cemetery,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Common  Council,  should  be  exempted 
from  taxation,  so  long  as  it  is  used  as  a place  of  burial.” 

I hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  extract,  included  within  the  marks  of 
’ quotation,  is  copied  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Brooklyn.  Theodore  Eames,  Clerh. 


Amexdxiexts  to  Chaetee,  passed  Apeil  11,  1839. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Meio  Yorh,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assemily, 

do  enact  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Stockholders  of  the  said  “Tlio 
Green-Wood  Cemetery,”  to  surrender  and  extinguish  their  stock  in  such 
manner  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  prescribe ; and  all  persons  who 
are  and  hereafter  shall  become  proprietors  of  lots  or  parcels  of  ground 
conveyed  to  them  by  the  said  Corporation,  shall  become  members  of  the 
said  body  corporate. 

Sec.  2.  The  estate,  property,  and  affairs  of  the  said  Corporation  shall 
be  managed  by  fifteen  Trustees,  a majority  of  whom  sh.all  constitute  a 
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quorum  capable  of  doing  business.  The  persons  now  constituting  tbe  Board 
of  Directors  shall  bo  the  lirst  Trustees,  and  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  organize  themselves  into  three  equal  classes.  The 
first  class,  so  organized,  shall  go  out  of  office,  and  successors,  being  lot 
proprietors,  to  be  chosen,  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty ; the  second  class,  in  lihe  manner,  on  the  fiitfc 
Monday  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two ; and 
the  third,  in  like  manner,  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four ; and  thenceforward,  biennially,  one  class,  in 
order,  shall  go  out  of  office,  and  successors,  being  lot  proprietors,  be 
chosen ; provided,  that  the  members  of  the  several  classes  shall  be  re- 
eligible,  and  retain  their  stations  until  their  successors  are  chosen.  Notice 
of  such  elections  shall  be  given  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in 
the  cities  of  New  York  or  Brooklyn,  at  least  fourteen  days  previous  to  the 
time  of  holding  the  same.  The  election  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  every  pro- 
prietor of  a lot  or  parcel  of  ground  of  a size  not  less  than  three  hundred 
square  feet,  or,  if  there  be  more  than  one  proprietor  of  any  such  lot  or  par- 
cel, then  such  one  as  the  proprietors  of  such  original  lot  for  the  time 
being,  or  a majority  of  them,  shall  designate  to  represent  such  lot  or  par- 
cel at  such  election,  shall  have,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  one  vote  for 
each  of  such  lot  or  parcel ; and  the  five  persons,  being  lot  proprietors, 
having  a majority  of  all  the  votes  given  at  such  election,  shall  be  declared 
duly  elected  Trustees.  The  Trustees  of  the  said  Corporation  shall  here- 
after, in  all  cases,  be  chosen  from  among  the  lot  proprietors,  and  shall 
have  the  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  in  their  number  that  may  occur  during 
the  period  for  which  they  hold  their  office. 

Sec.  3.  An  annual  meeting  of  said  Corporation  shall  be  holden  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  By-laws  shall  direct ; notice  whereof  shall  be  given, 
in  like  manner  above  mentioned,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of 
meeting.  The  Trustees  shall  make  report  to  the  Corporation,  at  such  an- 
nual meeting,  of  their  doings,  and  of  the  management,  and  condition,  and 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  Corporation. 

Sec.  4.  All  lots  or  parcels  of  ground  when  conveyed,  and  designated 
and  numbered  as  lots,  by  the  said  Corporation,  .shall  bo  indivisible,  but 
may  afterwards  be  held  and  owned  in  undivided  shares ; one-half  of  all 
the  sales  made  by  the  said  Corporation  shall  bo  first  applied  to  the  paj- 
ment  of  the  purchase-money  of  the  land  acquired  by  the  said  Corporation, 
and  the  residue  thereof  shall  be  applied  to  preserving,  improving,  and 


180 


APPENDIX. 


einbellisliing  the  said  land  as  a Cemetery  or  burial-groand,  and  to  the  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  Cemetery  establishment;  and  after  paj-ment  of 
such  purchase-money,  the  proceeds  of  all  future  sales  shall  be  applied  to 
the  preservation,  improvement,  and  embellishment  of  the  said  Cemetery, 
and  incidental  expenses  thereof,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Seo.  5.  Any  person  who  shall  wdlfully  destroy,  mutilate,  deface,  injure, 
or  remove  any  tomb,  monument,  or  grave-stone,  or  other  structure  ijlaced 
in  the  Cemetery  aforesaid,  or  any  fence,  railing,  or  other  work  for  the 
protection  or  ornament  of  the  said  Cemetery,  or  of  any  tomb,  monument, 
or  grave-stone,  or  other  structure  aforesaid ; or  of  any  Cemetery  lot  within 
the  Cemetery  aforesaid ; or  shall  wilfully  destroy,  cut,  break,  or  injure 
any  tree,  shrub,  or  plant,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Cemetery,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  1>c*- 
fore  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  other  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
within  the  County  of  Kings,  be  punished  hy  a fine  not  less  than  five  dol- 
lars, nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation 
of  the  offence ; and  such  offender  shall  also  be  liable  in  an  action  of  tres- 
pass, to  be  brought  against  him  in  any  Coui-t  of  competent  jurisdiction,  in 
the  name  of  the  said  Corporation,  to  pay  all  such  damages  as  shall  have 
been  occasioned  by  his  unlawful  act  or  acts ; which  money,  when  recov- 
ered, shall  be  applied  by  the  said  Corporation,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  to  the  reparation  and  restoration  of  the  property  de- 
stroyed or  injured  as  above ; and  members  of  the  said  Corporation  shall 
be  competent  witnesses  in  such  suits. 

Seo.  G.  The  said  Corporation  may  take  and  hold  any  grant,  donation, 
or  bequest  of  property  upon  trust,  to  apply  the  same  or  the  income  thereof, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  for  the  improvement  or  em- 
hellishment  of  the  said  Cemetery,  or  for  the  erection,  repair,  preservation, 
or  renewal  of  any  tomb,  monument,  or  grave-stone,  fence,  railing,  or  other 
erection,  or  for  the  planting  and  cultivation  of  trees,  shrubs,  flowers,  or 
plants,  in  or  around  any  Cemetery  lot,  or  for  improving  the  said  prem- 
ises in  any  other  manner  or  form  consistent  with  the  design  and  purpose 
of  this  act,  according  to  the  terms  of  such  grant,  donation,  or  bequest. 

Seo.  J.  The  said  Cemetery  sball  be,  and  hereby  is  declared,  exempted 
from  all  public  taxes,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  remain  dedicated  to  the 
purposes  of  a Cemetery. 

Sec.  8.  Every  provision  in  the  Charter  hereby  altered  and  amended, 
which  is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  repealed. 
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vn.— FIEST  ADVERTISEMENT  FOR  SUBSCRIPTION  TO 
BURYING-PLATS. 


Notice. — Books  are  open  for  subscription  to  family  Burying-Plats,  in 
this  Cemetery,  at  the  office,  No.  8 Wall  Street,  at  Messrs.  Le  Roy  & Perry’s, 
No.  1 Hanover  Street,  and  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Fulton  Streets, 
Brooklyn,  until  further  notice. 

The  size  of  the  Plats,  including  the  margin  allowed  for  enclosure,  is 
378  square  feet,  and  the  price  one  hundred  dollars, — 10  per  cent,  to  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  the  remainder  in  equal  payments,  on 
the  1st  of  February  and  the  1st  of  June,  1840 — all  the  proceeds  to  be  ex- 
pended in  improvements  on  the  ground. 

The  grounds  (2o0  acres  in  extent)  are  about  two  and  a half  miles  from 
the  South  Ferry,  on  the  hills  of  Gowanus,  beautiful  in  situation,  and  com- 
manding in  prospect.  They  are  now  being  laid  out  on  the  principle  of 
Mount  Auburn,  and  other  picturesque  cemeteries,  and  it  is  intended  that 
the  Plats  shall  be  ready  for  selection  early  in  November,  until  which 
time,  the  public  are  respectfully  invited  to  visit  them. 

A pamphlet,  containing  a full  account  of  the  institution,  its  charters  of 
incorporation,  &c.,  may  be  had,  with  further  particulars,  on  application  as 
above,  or  to  either  of  the  Trustees  following,  viz. : — 


Greenwood  Cemetery. 


D.  B.  Douglass, 
Jonathan  Goodhue, 
Thomas  L.  Ogden, 
Robert  Rat, 
Stephen  Whitney, 
Jacob  R.  Le  Roy, 

P.  SCHEEMEEHOnN, 


Zebedee  Cook,  Jr., 
Russell  Stebbins, 
Henry  E.  Piereepont, 
J.  A.  Perry, 

Pliny  Freeman, 

A.  G.  Hammond, 

Geo.  S.  Howland, 


Charles  King. 


D.  B.  DOUGLASS,  President. 


New  York,  Oct.  9,  1839, 
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VIII.— PUBLIC  MEETING  IN  BROOKLYN. 

Call  of  a meeting  in  regard  to  Green-lVood  Cemetery,  March  14, 1842. 

“The  undersigned,  having  learned  tlmt  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery  is 
in  imminent  danger  of  being  abandoned,  from  the  want  of  a small  addi- 
tional subscription  for  Burial-Lots,  and  feeling  a deep  interest,  as  residents 
of  Brooklyn  and  as  individuals,  in  its  snccess,  request  the  citizens  of 
Brooklyn  to  unite  with  them  in  a public  meeting,  to  he  holden  on  Monday 
evening,  March  14tb,  at  half  past  seven  o’clock,  with  the  view  to  concert 
measures  to  avert  an  event  so  much  to  be  deplored  by  every  individual 
of  the  community. 

“In  consequence  of  the  Lyceum  being  otherwise  engaged  for  that 
evening,  the  Trustees  of  the  Central  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Henry 
Street  (Rev.  Dr.  Broadhead’s)  have  kindly  allowed  the  use  of  their  edi- 
fice for  the  occasion. 


C.  P.  Smith, 

John  Lawrence, 

George  Hall, 

Daniel  Embury, 

Jonathan  Trotter, 

B.  D.  Silliman, 

David  Leavitt, 

Joseph  Sands, 

R.  Sands  Tucker, 

Wmiam  Torrey, 

David  Wesson, 

B.  C.  Cutler, 

Andrew  Wesson, 

Henry  L.  Clarke, 

Thomas  Messenger, 

John  A.  Cross, 

J.  W.  Raymond, 

William  Halsey, 

Samuel  H.  Cox, 

John  S.  Stone, 

James  Haslett, 

Charles  E.  Bulkley, 

Amos  Allen, 

Theodore  Eames, 

Erasmus  A.  Kutz, 

A.  Hcgeman, 

Elihu  Harrison, 

John  Dikeman, 

J.  A.  Davenport, 

Wm.  Riishmore, 

D.  A.  Bokee, 

George  S.  Howland, 

P.  C.  Cornell, 

E.  W.  Dunham, 

W.  M.  Harris, 

Richard  Upjohn, 

W.  J.  Cornell, 

Henry  E.  Pierrepont, 

T.  S.  Mason, 

Peter  Morton, 

CIKCULAK. 
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George  Marvin, 
A.  K.  Xiven, 
CLarles  Hoyt, 
James  Floy, 

S.  Sanders, 

J.  S.  Nichols, 
Wm.  B.  Cooper, 
Samuel  Smith, 
James  Waters, 
Seth  Low, 

J.  E.  Underhill, 


G.  G.  Van  Wagenen, 
A.  A.  Low, 

E.  D.  Hurlbut, 
Theodore  F.  King, 
Arthur  Tappan, 

David  Coope, 

Sheldon  0.  Leavitt, 

J.  D.  Hurlbut, 

G.  Hurlbut, 

N.  D.  Carlisle, 

A.  Van  Nostrand.” 


Of  the  meeting  thus  called,  the  Hon.  Cyrus  P.  Smith,  at  that  time 
Mayor  of  Brooklyn,  was  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Whitehead  J.  Cornell,  Secre- 
tary. Alderman  Morton  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

1st.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  ground  should  be  pre- 
served for  the  purpose  of  a cemetery. 

2d.  That  lots  be  forthwith  subscribed  for. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  and  the  wants  of  the  Cemetery  were  ably 
and  eloquently  set  forth  in  addresses  by  Eev.  Drs.  Cutler,  Cox,  and  Stone, 
the  Pvev.  Messrs.  Farley  and  Spencer,  and  Alderman  Harris. 


IX.— CIRCULAR  OF  ZEBEDEE  COOK  AND  CYRUS  P.  SMITH. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery,  through  the  undersigned, 
a Committee  of  the  Board  appointed  for  that  purpose,  are  happy  to  an- 
nounce that  their  subscriptions  for  Burial-Lots  are  now  sufficient,  when 
paid,  to  enable  them  to  open  a portion  of  their  Grounds,  consisting  of  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  acres,  lying  in  a body,  entirely  free  from  encum- 
brance, and  to  deliver  Deeds  for  all  Lots  within  those  bounds. 

The  Trustees  are  desirous  of  authorizing  interments  at  the  earliest 
possible  day,  and  they  therefore  earnestly  request  subscribers  to  make 
immediate  payment  to  either  of  the  undersigned,  who  have  been  specially 
charged  with  the  receipt  and  application  of  the  funds  specifically  for  the 
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accomplishment  of  that  object.  Receipts  will  be  given,  entitling  persons 
to  Deeds,  Avhenever  they  shall  have  made  their  selections  and  signified  the 
same  to  the  Company. 

The  undersigned  deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  arrangements  Lave  been 
made  for  an  early  enclosure  of  the  Grounds,  which  will  be  commenced 
the  present  spring. 

Any  further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  either  of  the 
undersigned,  or  at  the  office  of  J.  A.  Perry,  No.  1 Hanover  Street,  who 
will  give  every  facility  to  subscribers  in  making  their  selections  of  Lots. 

Zebedee  Cook,  Jr., 

At  the  office  of  the  Mutual  Safety  Insurance  Company,  44  Wall  Street 

Cyeus  P.  Smith, 

Brooklyn. 

New  York,  May  1842. 


X.— AMENDMENTS  TO  CHARTER, 

Passed  Mat  11,  1846. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Meio  YorJc,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 

do  enact  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  The  Green-Wood  Cemetery  may  acquire,  take,  and  hold 
land  within  the  City  of  Brooklyn,  or  in  the  Town  of  Flatbush,  in  the 
County  of  Kings,  next  adjoining  thereto,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
twenty -five  acres  in  addition  to  the  land  which  the  said  Corporation  is 
now  authorized  by  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  **  An  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  Green-Wood  Cemetery,”  passed  April  IS,  1838,  to  acquire, 
take,  and  hold ; and  may  hold,  use,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same, 
in  the  same  manner,  with  the  same  privileges,  and  for  the  same  uses  and 
purposes  contemplated  by  the  said  act. 

Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  take  eflect  immediately. 
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XI.— AMEJs^DMENTS  TO  CHARTER. 

Passed  April  5,  1850. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  PTew  Toi%  represented  in  Senate  and  Assemhly., 

do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Any  lot  or  lots  hereafter  to  be  conveyed  by  the  said  Cor- 
poration may  be  so  conveyed,  that  upon  such  conveyance  thereof,  or  after 
there  shall  have  been  an  interment  therein,  such  lot  or  lots  shall  be  for- 
ever thereafter  inalienable,  and  shall,  upon  the  death  of  the  holder  or 
proprietor  thereof,  descend  to  all,  any,  or  either  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  such 
holder  or  proprietor,  and  to  all,  any,  or  either  of  their  heirs  at  law,  or  to 
such  person  or  persons,  or  such  class  or  classes  of  persons,  as  may  in  the 
conveyance  thereof  he  designated  for  that  purpose ; hut  any  one  or  more 
of  the  persons  who  shall  become  the  joint  owners  or  proprietors  of  any 
lot  or  lots,  may  release  to  any  other  or  others  of  such  persons  his,  her,  or 
their  interest  in  the  same,  on  such  conditions  as  shall  bo  agreed  upon  and 
specified  in  such  release. 

Sec.  2.  Any  lot  or  lots  heretofore  conveyed  by  the  said  Corporation, 
or  which  may  hereafter  be  conveyed  in  the  manner  heretofore  authorized, 
may  be  held  and  enjoyed  in  the  manner  authorized  by  the  first  section  of 
this  Act ; provided  the  same  be  signified  and  declared  by  any  instrument 
in  writing,  or  by  any  last  will  or  testament,  duly  made  and  executed  by 
the  holder  or  proprietor  of  such  lot  or  lots  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  3.  The  said  Corporation  may  take  and  hold  any  lot  or  lots  which 
may  be  conveyed  or  devised  to  them  by  the  owners  or  proprietors  thereof, 
to  be  hereafter  inalienable,  and  with  authority  to  restrict  interments 
therein  to  such  person  or  persons,  or  class  of  persona,  as  may  for  that 
purpose  be  designated  and  prescribed  in  the  conveyance  or  devise  under 
which  the  said  lot  or  lots  shall  be  so  taken  and  held. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Corporation  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  all  or  any  such  parcel  or  parcels  of  land  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn  here- 
tofore acquired  by  them,  and  lying  northerly  of  the  southerly  line  of 
Twenty-fourth  Street,  if  the  said  lino  were  extended  easterly  through  the 
grounds  of  said  Corporation,  or  within  two  hundred  feet  southerly  of  the 
said  line,  as  they  shall  deem  it  unnecessary  or  inexpedient  to  retain  for 
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purposes  of  burial,  and  to  convey  the  same  free,  and  discharged  from  all 
or  any  of  the  restrictions  and  privileges  appeilaining  thereto  as  the  prop- 
erty of  the  said  Corporation. 


XII.— AMEbnOMENTS  TO  CHARTER. 

Passed  June  8,  1853. 

Section  1.  The  Green-Wood  Cemetery  may  hold  land  heretofore 
acquired,  or  hereafter  to  be  acquired,  not  exceeding  seventy-five  acres  in 
addition  to  the  land  which  the  said  Corporation  is  now  authorized  to  hold, 
by  the  act  entitled  “An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Green-Wood  Cemetery,’ 
passed  April  18,  1838,  and  the  several  acts  heretofore  passed  to  alter  or 
amend  the  same ; and  may  hold,  use,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same, 
in  the  same  manner,  with  the  same  privileges,  and  for  the  uses  and  pur- 
poses contemplated  by  the  said  acts  respectively : pro\ided,  that  the  lands 
hereafter  to  be  acquired  shall  lie  and  be  embraced  within  the  boundaries 
designated  in  the  next  succeeding  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  Ho  public  road,  street,  or  avenue  shall  be  laid  out  or  opened 
over,  upon,  or  through  the  lands  of  the  said  Corporation ; provided,  how- 
ever, that  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any  streets  or  avenues  in  the  City  of 
Brooklyn,  westerly  of  the  easterly  side  of  the  Fifth  Avenue ; northerly  of 
the  northerly  boundary-line  of  the  lands  of  the  said  Company,  as  desig- 
nated on  the  Commissioner’s  Map  for  laying  out  streets  and  avenues  in  the 
City  of  Brooklyn,  and  of  the  extension  of  said  boundary -line  along  the 
southerly  side  of  Twenty-first  Street,  to  the  boundary-line  next  hereinafter 
mentioned ; southeasterly  of  a lino  parallel  to  the  patent  line  between  the 
Town  of  Flatbush  and  the  City  of  Brooklyn,  and  distant  therefrom  not 
exeeeding  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  feet;  southerly  of  the  north- 
erly side  of  Martenses’  Lane,  until  its  intersection  with  Thirty-seventh 
Street;  southerly  also  of  the  northerly  side  of  Thirty-seventh  Street,  east- 
erly of  the  Seventh  Avenue,  and  southerly  of  the  northerly  side  of  Mar- 
tenses’  Lane,  between  the  last-mentioned  avenue  and  the  Fifth  Avenue. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  bo  lawful  for  the  public  authorities  of  the  Town  of 
Flatbush,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  lay  out  and  cause 
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to  be  opened,  any  time  within  five  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  a 
public  road  or  highway  along  the  southeasterly  boundary  of  the  said 
Cemetery,  as  herein  defined,  not  exceeding  eighty  feet  in  width ; and  the 
said  Cemetery  shall  grant,  free  of  charge  or  claims  for  damages,  the  one- 
half  in  width  of  the  land  required  for  said  public  road  or  highway,  and 
shall  pay  the  one-half  of  the  cost  of  making  said  road  or  highway,  in  good 
travelling  order,  as  far  as  theii-  southeasterly  boundary  extends ; but 
should  the  said  public  authorities  prefer  to  have  said  road  or  highway  laid 
out  and  opened  parallel  to  the  Tenth  Avenue  of  the  City  of  Brooklyn,  and 
distant  therefrom  southeasterly  not  less  than  one  thousand  three  hundred 
feet,  then  the  said  Cemetery  shall  grant,  free  of  charge  or  claims  for  dam- 
ages, so  much  of  the  land  as  may  be  necessary  for  said  road  or  highway 
as  lies  within  their  boundaries,  and  shall  pay  the  costs  and  charges  for 
grading  the  land  so  granted,  and  making  the  said  road  or  highway  over 
the  same  in  good  travelling  order  ; and  any  land  lying  beyond  said  road  or 
highway  in  a southeasterly  direction  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  the  same 
as  other  lands,  and  shall  not  be  used  for  burial  purposes,  but  may  be  sold 
and  disposed  of.  free  and  discharged  from  any  restrictions  imposed  thereon, 
as  the  land  of  the  said  Company. 

Seo.  4.  It  shall  be  further  lawful  for  the  said  public  authorities  of  the 
Town  of  Flatbush,  if  they  deem  it  advisable,  to  straighten  and  widen  that 
part  of  Martenses’  Lane  lying  in  said  town,  so  as,  when  widened,  not  to 
exceed  sixty  feet  in  width ; and  the  said  Cemetery  shall  grant,  free  of 
charge  or  claims  for  damages,  the  one-half  of  the  land  along  the  south- 
westerly boundary  of  the  said  Cemetery,  as  may  be  necessary  for  such 
purpose,  and  shall  pay  the  costs  and  charges  for  grading  the  lands  so 
granted,  and  making  the  road  over  the  same  in  good  travelling  order. 

Sec.  5.  The  said  Cemetery  shall  not  be  exempt  from  paying  assess- 
ments for  the  grading  and  paving  the  Fifth  Avenue  in  the  said  city,  and 
such  assessments  may  be  imposed  on  the  property  of  said  Cemetery,  and 
collected  in  the  manner  that  other  assessments  are  levied,  collected,  and 
paid ; and  said  Cemetery  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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XIII.— CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  CLINTON  MONUMENT. 

Sub&eri]} lions  of  Fite  Hundred  Dollars. 

Jonathan  Stnrges,  Ogden  Haggerty,  for  himself  and 

others, 

0.  M.  Leupp,  A.  M.  Cozzens,  for  himself  and 

others. 


Suhscriptions  of  Three  Hundred  Dollars. 
Richard  K.  Haight. 


Subscriptions  of  Two  Hundred  Dollars. 


Stephen  Whitney, 
George  Griswold, 
John  Jacob  Astor, 


Wm.  B.  Astor, 
James  Lenox, 
John  C.  Green. 


Subscriptions  of  One  Hundred  Dollars. 


Robert  Ray, 

Will.  Augustus  White, 
Jacob  R.  Le  Roy, 
Henry  E.  Pierrepont, 
Wm.  E.  Wilnierding, 
Wm.  S.  Packer, 

David  Leavitt, 

Earnest  Peidler, 
Perdinand  Siiydam, 
Benjamin  A}'mar, 
John  D.  Wolfe, 


Robert  Bayard, 

John  Johnston, 
Valentine  G.  Hall, 
James  Brown, 

Samuel  S.  Howland, 
Wm.  H.  Aspinwall, 
Wm.  Douglas, 

Robert  L.  Stuart, 
Gardiner  G.  Howland, 
Marcus  Spring, 

Henry  G.  Marquand. 


Subscriptions  of  Fifty  Dollars. 


Abraham  Schermerhorn, 
John  Ward, 

John  II.  Prentice, 

Wm.  B.  Crosby, 
Jeremiah  Johnson, 

Asa  Fitch, 


John  Sneden, 
Coleman  & Stetson, 
George  S.  Robbins, 
John  F.  Butterworth, 
A.  A.  Low, 

John  AY.  Livingston, 


CO^TKIBUTIONS  TO  THE  CLINTON  MONDMENT. 
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Jolm  B.  Graham, 

Augustus  Graliam, 

Philip  Hone, 

Mathew  Morgan, 
n.  W.  Field, 

N.  n.  Wolfe, 

Gordon  W.  Burnham, 

E.  K.  Collins, 

James  Foster,  Jr., 

Japhet  Bishop, 

W.  C.  Langley, 

Lispenard  Stewart, 

Thomas  Hunt, 

E.  II.  McCurdy, 

D.  n.  Haight, 

Jos.  Kernochan, 

Subscriptions  of 
Nicholas  Low, 

Augustus  Fleming, 

S.  B.  Althause, 

J.  C.  Brevoort, 

George  W.  Stilwell, 

W.  Ludlura, 

Hugh  Maxwell, 

Jos.  N.  Lord, 

George  Newbold, 

D.  S.  Kennedy, 

N.  M.  Hoffman, 

Henry  Laverty, 

Jacob  Little, 

Thomas  Morrell, 

John  Lafarge, 

Judge  Daly, 

Israel  Corse, 

Abraham  G.  Thompson, 
Saul  Alley, 

Charles  O’Connor, 

2G 


John  Benson, 

Wm.  S.  Wetmore, 

E.  B.  Minturn, 

Moses  H.  Grinnell, 
Benjamin  L.  Swan, 
Frederick  II.  Wolcott, 
Peter  Eichards,  Jr., 

J.  P.  Cronkite, 

« David  Austen, 

John  Oothout, 

Clinton  Gilbert, 
Stephen  Allen, 

David  A.  Comstock, 
Heni-y  Chauncey, 
Cornelius  Smith. 


Twenty-five  Dollars. 

James  I.  Eoosevelt, 

F.  W.  Edmonds, 

Wm.  Mackay, 

II.  Lawrence, 

Eohert  Kelly, 

Wm.  P.  Miller, 

Mulford  Martin, 

George  Hastings, 
Lottimer  & Large, 

Hoyt  & Tillinghast, 
Amos  E.  Eno, 

Hopkins  & Allen, 

B.all,  Tompkins  & Black, 
Wm.  Wright, 

Platt  & Brother, 

Fellows  & Co., 

James  E.  Taylor, 
Theodore  Strang, 

Uriah  J.  Smith, 

Wilson  G.  Hunt  & Co., 


/ 
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James  TV.  Gerard, 
Edwards  TV.  Fiske, 
Eollin  Sanford, 
Thomas  Hope  & Co., 
TV.  Kemble, 

Dudley  B.  Fuller, 


AjTnar  & Co., 

TV  alter  R.  Jones, 

Josiali  L.  Hale, 

Silas  Herring, 

George  R.  Jackson  & Co. 


Subscriptions  of  Ten  Dollars. 


Dennis  Pei'kins, 
Henry  Butler, 

A.  & A.  G.  Trask, 
Russell  Dart, 
Ingoldsby  & Halsted, 
TVolfe  & Gillespie, 
Chas.  M.  Graham, 
Samuel  Perry, 


E.  T.  Holmes, 

Daniel  Ayres, 

Alfred  Edwards, 

K.  J.  Becar, 

J.  & J.  Stuart  & Co., 
Ed.  Banker, 

J.  TV.  Alsop, 

A.  B.  & D.  Sands. 


The  Green- "Wood  Cemetery  contributed: 

Towai'ds  the  monument |3,000  00 

For  cost  of  granite  base  for  do • 204  71 

For  plan  of  base 50  00 

For  cost  of  vault  and  foundation  of  monument 237  07 

For  cost  of  iron  railing 355  00 

For  sundry  expenses 98  61 


$3,945  39 


XIV.— CORPORATORS,  TRUSTEES,  OFFICERS,  AND 
ASSISTANTS. 


Corporators. 


Samuel  TVard, 

John  P.  Stagg, 
Charles  King, 
David  B.  Douglass, 


Russell  Stebbins, 
Joseph  A.  Perry, 
Henry  E.  Pierrepont, 
Pliny  Freeman. 


CORPORATOKS,  TRUSTEES,  ETC. 
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Presidents. 

David  B.  Douglass,  elected  January  14,  1839;  resigned  January  25, 
1841. 

Zebedee  Cook,  Jr.,  elected  March  6,  1841;  resigned  December  2, 
1844. 

Robert  Ray,  elected  January  18,  1845;  resigned  Mai-ch  9,  1864. 

Henry  E.  Pierrepont,  elected  March  9,  1864. 

Vice-Presidents. 

J.  A.  Perry,  elected  August  9,  1842  ; resigned  December  4,  1843. 

H.  E.  Pierrepont,  elected  December  4,  1843 ; resigned  March  9,  1864. 

Mm.  Augs.  White,  elected  March  9,  1864. 

Secretaries. 

n.  E.  Pierrepont,  elected  December  15,  1838;  resigned  December  13, 
1843. 

J.  A.  Perry,  elected  December  13,  1843,  and  is  still  in  office. 

Comptrollers. 

Jacob  R.  Le  Roy,  elected  January  14,  1839 ; resigned  April  30,  1842. 

Henry  E.  Pierrepont,  elected  April  30,  1842 ; resigned  December  4, 
1843. 

Joseph  A.  Perry,  elected  December  4,  1843,  and  is  stiU  in  office. 

Trustees. 

Cliarles  King,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to  expire  in 
1840. 

Peter  Schermerhorn,  elected  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  period. 

Stephen  Whitney,  elected  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  period ; 
re-elected  December  7,  1840;  December  7,  1846;  December  6,  1852; 
December  6,  1858;  died  in  office  February  16,  1860. 

Jonathan  Goodhue,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to  expire 
in  1840;  re-elected  December  7,  1840;  December  7,  1846;  died  in  office 
November  26,  1848. 

Henry  E.  Pierrepont,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to 
expire  in  1842;  re-elected  December  5,  1842;  December  4,  1848;  Decem- 
ber 4,  1854;  December  3,  1860;  and  is  still  in  office. 

Jacob  R.  Le  Roy,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to  expire  in 
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1842;  re-elected  Decembers,  1842 ; December  4,  1848;  December  4, 1854; 
resigned  December  18,  1868. 

Alonzo  G.  Hammond,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to 
expire  in  1840;  re-elected  December  7,  1840;  December  7,  184C;  Decem- 
ber G,  1862;  December  G,  1858;  died  in  office  December  20,  1859. 

Joseph  A.  Perry,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to  expire 
in  1842 ; re-elected  December  6,  1842 ; December  4,  1848 ; December  4, 
1864 ; December  8, 1860 ; and  is  still  in  office. 

Thomas  Ludlow  Ogden,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to 
expire  in  1842 ; re-elected  December  5,  1842 ; died  in  office  in  1844. 

Enssell  Stebbins,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to  expire 
in  1842;  re-elected  December  6,  1842;  December  4,  1848;  December  4, 
1854;  December  3,  1860;  and  is  still  in  office. 

David  B.  Douglass,  elected  November  24, 1838,  term  of  office  to  expire 
in  1844;  resigned  January  25,  1841. 

George  S.  Howland,  elected  November  24, 1838,  term  of  office  to  expire 
hi  1844;  resigned  March  6,  1841. 

Daniel  Embury,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to  expire  in 
1844;  resigned  January  14,  1839. 

Pliny  Freeman,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to  expire  in 
1844;  re-elected  December  2,  1844;  December  2,  1850;  December  1, 
185G;  December  1,  1862  ; and  is  still  in  office. 

Eobert  Eay,  elected  November  24,  1838,  term  of  office  to  expire  in 
1844;  re-elected  December  2,  1844;  December  2, 1850;  December,  1, 185G; 
December  1,  1862  ; and  is  stiU  in  office. 

The  above-named  gentlemen  formed  the  first  Board  of  Directors  or 
Trustees. 

Zebedee  Cook,  Jr.,  elected  January  14,  1839 ; resigned  December  2, 

1844. 

Gerrit  G.  Van  Wagenen,  elected  December  7, 1840 ; re-elected  Decem- 
ber 7,  1846 ; December  6,  1852;  died  in  office  September  27,  1858. 

William  B.  Crosby,  elected  December  7,  1840;  resigned  December  10, 

1845. 

Cyrus  P.  Smith,  elected  March  6,  1841;  re-elected  December  2,  1844; 
December  2,  1850;  December  1,  1866;  December  1,  1862;  and  is  still  in 
office. 
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John  H.  Prentice,  elected  December  5,  1842 ; re-elected  December  2, 
1844;  December  2,  1850;  December  1,  185C ; December  1,  1862;  and  is 
still  in  office. 

IVilliam  S.  'Wetmore,  elected  December  2,  1844;  re-elected  December 
2,  1850 ; resigned  December  1,  1850. 

George  Griswold,  elected  January  18,  1845;  re-elected  December  4, 
1848  ; December  4,  1854;  died  in  office  September  5,  1859. 

William  Augustus  AVbite,  elected  December  1,  1845  ; re-elected  Decem- 
ber 7,  1846;  December  2,  1852;  December  0,  1858;  and  is  still  in  office. 

William  n.  Aspinwall,  elected  December  6, 1852;  re-elected  December 
6,  1858 ; and  is  still  in  office. 

Benjamin  D.  Silliman,  elected  December  1,  1856;  resigned  December 
18,  1858. 

Luther  Bradisb,  elected  December  0,  1858 ; died  in  office  September  2, 
1863. 

J.  Carson  Brevoort,  elected  December  18,  1858 ; re-elected  December 
1,  1862 ; and  is  still  in  office. 

Abiel  A.  Low,  elected  December  18,  1858;  re-elected  December  3, 
1860 ; and  is  still  in  office. 

John  C.  Green,  elected  March  14,  1860 ; re-elected  December  3,  1800 ; 
and  is  still  in  office. 

James  W.  Beekman,  elected  March  14,  1800,  and  is  still  in  office. 

Arthur  W.  Benson,  elected  March  14,  1860,  and  is  still  in  office. 

Officers  at  the  Cemetery. 

William  Scrimgeour,  came  as  rodmau  to  Major  Douglass,  September  1, 
1830;  afterwards  keeper  of  the  grounds,  and  then  superintendent  of  inter- 
ments ; still  in  office. 

George  Birrell,  came  as  laborer  in  August,  1842;  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  workmen;  resigned  November  1,  1853. 

George  Gamgee,  superintendent  of  the  workmen;  came  in  anticipation 
of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Birrell,  May  12,  1853 ; still  in  office. 

Michael  Fitzgibbon,  first  keeper  of  the  gate  (at  Twenty-seventh  Street) ; 
came  in  1845  ; left  December  8,  1852. 

John  0.  Shaughne.ssy,  a laborer,  appointed  keeper  of  the  gate  Decem- 
ber 8,  1852  ; died  in  office  December  9,  1861. 

Nelson  Bowker,  keeper  of  the  gate  at  western  entrance;  appointed 
December  1,  1852;  resigned  May  1,  1862. 
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John  Crisp,  succeeded  Mr.  Bowker  May  1,  1862,  aud  is  still  in  office. 

John  Mountain,  keeper  of  the  gate  at  the  northern  entrance;  apfxnnted 
May  1,  18G2,  and  is  still  in  office. 

Eohert  Scrimgeour,  Jr.,  assistant  in  the  office;  came  in  June,  1849; 
left  May  4,  1863. 

Eohert  Scrimgeour,  assistant  in  the  office ; came  May  1,  1853,  and  is 
still  in  office. 

Frank  S.  Scrimgeour,  assistant  in  the  office ; came  August  13,  1803 ; 
left  to  go  into  the  New  York  office  June  20,  1804. 

Lemuel  Davidson,  assistant  in  the  office;  came  June  20,  1864;  left 
August  20,  1804. 

As  Surveyors. 

A.  W.  Harrison,  to  prepare  a map,  1839. 

Almerin  Hotchkiss,  from  August  22,  1840,  to  March  22,  1841 ; and 
from  May  9,  1842,  to  March  9,  1840. 

William  0.  Moore,  from  September  1,  1846,  to  July  1,  1847. 

Daniel  McLaughlin,  from  March  10,  1848,  tiU  his  death,  in  October  of 
same  year. 

James  Galway,  assistant,  from  April  1,  1848,  to  August  14,  1848. 

Lindsay  J.  Wells,  appointed  November  7,  1848,  and  still  in  office. 

Edward  Boyle,  appointed  to  resurvey  the  cemetery,  November  1, 1848; 
Mr.  Boyle  left  December  16,  1849,  his  work  being  nearly  done.  It  was 
completed  in  the  Spring  following. 

Assistants  in  Afew  York  Office. 

Isaac  Hoose,  came  October  16,  1842;  left  August  27,  1848. 

Wm.  H.  Newman,  came  August  5,  1847;  left  May  15,  1849. 

Geoi’ge  Gray,  came  April  27,  1849;  left  July  17,  1851. 

Henry  W.  Van  Antwerp,  came  June  10,  1849;  left  June  16,  1850. 

Thomas  E.  Van  Antwerp,  came  June  16, 1850 ; loft  September  16, 1850. 

Garret  Manee,  came  Augnst  21,  1850  ; left  May  1,  1852. 

David  H.  McCoy,  came  August  6,  1851 ; still  in  office. 

William  Manee,  came  May  1,  1852;  left  August  23,  1852. 

Garret  Manee,  returned  August  23,  1852;  left  August  20,  1856. 

Henry  K.  Batcheller,  came  May  1,  1856;  left  September  18,  1857. 

Frank  E.  Fletcher,  came  September  18,  1857 ; left  October  9,  1857. 

Albert  A.  Davidson,  came  October  19,  1857 ; loft  June  18,  1864. 

Frank  S.  Scrimgeour,  came  June  20,  1864;  still  in  office. 


centenajri.\:ns  of  geeen-wood  cemetery. 
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XV.— OFFICES  OF  THE  CEMETERY  IN  NEW  YORK. 

No.  8 Wall  Street,  from  August  1,  1839,  to  May  1,  1840. 

No.  58  Wall  Street,  from  May  1,  1840,  to  August  1,  1841. 

No.  40  Broadway,  August  1,  1842,  to  May  1,  1844. 

No.  20  Wall  Street,  changed  to  39  Wall  Street,  from  May  1,  1844,  to 
May  1,  1849. 

No.  64  Broadway,  from  May  1,  1849,  to  May  1,  1851. 

No.  53  Broadway,  from  May  1,  1861,  to  May  1,  1857. 

No.  30  Broadway,  from  May  1,  1857,  and  stiU  occupied. 


XVI.— CENTENARIANS  OF  GREEN- WOOD  CEMETERY. 

Among  the  one  hundred  and  five  thousand  persons  buried  in  Green- 
Wood,  only  eight  had  passed  the  period  of  one  hundred  years.  Here  is 
the  list : — 

Charlotte  Menzell,  a German  woman,  not  quite  one  hundred  and  one. 

Henry  Gibson,  of  New  York,  one  hundred  and  one. 

Margaret  Van  Duzen,  of  New  Jersey,  one  hundred  and  two. 

David  Davis,  of  New  Jersey,  had  he  stayed  a month  longer,  would  have 
been  one  hundred  and  five. 

Ann  Taylor,  an  Hibernian,  somewhat  over  one  hundred  and  five. 

“Mary,”  a Portuguese,  whose  surname  had  probably  long  been  forgot- 
ten, even  by  herself,  had  reached  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  eight. 

Hannah  Annkanken,  of  New  York,  was  one  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Sarah  W.  Kaims  was  born  in  this  country  in  the  year  1737,  and  lived 
till  1854;  her  age  was  one  hundred  and  seventeen  years,  three  months,  and 
sixteen  days.  This  venerable  dame  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church — gave  birth  to  twenty-two  children — and  retained  her  sprightliness 
to  the  last. 
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XVII.— MONUMENTS  AND  TOMBS  IN  GREEN-WOOD. 

The  enumeration  which  follows  was  made  four  years  ago.  During 
this  period  many  additions  have  been  made.  To  ascertain  the  exact 
number  now,  it  would  probably  be  necessary  to  make  a new  count  of  the 
whole. 

The  term  “monument,”  applies  here  to  structures  usually  of  consider- 
able size,  and  differing  in  form  from  the  slab  and  the  headstone.  The 
“monumental  headstone  ” has  a foundation  or  base,  and,  in  many  cases,  is 
large,  massive,  and  highly  ornamental.  All  other  memorials  come  under 


the  appellation  of  “grave-stones.” 

Monuments  .....  1,801 

Monumental  Headstones  ....  822 

Grave-Stones  .....  10,746 

Hill-side  Vaults  . . . . .150 

Undergrouud  Vaults  ....  230 

Vaults  in  Vine  DeU  .....  30 


There  is  one  inquiry  which  some  of  our  readers  will  certainly  make, 
and  which  we  cannot  answer.  They  would  like  to  know — or  we  greatly 
mistake — just  how  much  all  these  excavations,  and  structures,  and  enclo- 
sures cost.  The  curiosity  is  natural.  We  have  ourselves  had  the  same 
deshe. 

These  expenditures  have  been  made  by  many  thousand  individuals,  who 
rendered  no  account  of  their  cost  to  the  officers  of  the  Cemetery.  In  not 
a few  cases,  probably,  no  account  was  kept,  or,  if  kept,  could  not  now  be 
found.  Indeed,  the  persons  themselves,  in  numerous  instances,  are  no 
longer  here.  To  get  the  facts,  even  imperfectly,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
call  on  some  ten  thousand  individuals. 

A careful  examination  of  the  whole  ground,  and  an  appraisal  on  the 
spot  by  persons  familiar  with  the  processes  and  cost  of  stone  and  iron  work, 
of  excavation,  and  of  masonrj'-,  might  enable  us  to  make  a plausible  guess, 
and  that  is  about  all  that  can  bo  said.  Possibly  some  such  estimate  may 
yet  bo  attempted.  One  assertion  wo  may  safely  make,  and  it  is  all  we 
shall  now  say  on  the  point  in  hand — the  cost  of  the  private  improvements 
in  Green-Wood  amounts  to  millions. 
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XVIII.— CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  INTERMENTS  OF 
SOLDIERS  IN  GREEN-WOOD. 

Letter  to  Governor  Morgan. 

Office  of  the  Geeei^-Wood  Cejieteet,  No.  30  Broadway,  ) 

New  York,  May  31,  1862.  j 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Morgax  : 

Sir  : — I am  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Institution  to 
apprise  yon,  that  at  a meeting  held  on  the  28th  instant  they  resolved  to 
appropriate  ground  in  the  Cemetery,  without  charge,  for  the  interment  of 
aU  the  soldiers  of  this  State  who  shall  have  fallen  in  battle,  or  who  shall 
have  died  from  wounds  received  in  battle,  or  from  sickness  or  accident 
incurred  while  on  duty  during  the  present  war. 

This  appropriation  has  been  made  without  restriction  as  to  residence, 
with  the  view  to  afford  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  soldiers  residing  in 
different  parts  of  the  State,  as  well  as  those  living  in  this  vicinity,  an  op- 
portunity to  select  Green- Wood  as  a place  of  sepulchre  for  their  dead,  if 
for  any  reason  they  jirefer  to  do  so. 

Considerations  of  patriotism  and  benevolence,  to  which  the  Trustees 
hope  they  are  not  insensible,  naturally  prompt  to  this  appropriation;  but  a 
grateful  appreciation  of  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  to 
which  this  Institution  is  indebted,  not  only  for  its  corporate  existence,  but 
also  for  repeated  acts  conferring  upon  it  important  powers  and  beneficent 
privileges,  likewise  infiuences  the  Trustees  in  no  small  degree  to  make  the 
provision  referred  to  above. 

I beg  your  Excellency  to  take  such  order  in  the  matter  as  you  may 
deem  proper.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Rat, 

President  of  Green-Wood  Cemetery. 


Governor  Morgan's  Reply. 

Executive  Department,  Albany,  June  4,  1862. 
Robert  Rat,  Esq.,  President  Green-Wood,  Cemetery,  No.  30  Broadicay, 

New  York : 

Sir  : — I have  this  day  received  your  communication,  apprising  mo  that 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Green- Wood  Cemetery  had,  by  resolution, 
appropriated  ground  in  the  Cemetery,  without  charge  or  restriction,  for 
27 
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the  interment  of  all  the  soldiers  of  this  State  who  shall  Irnve  fallen  in 
battle,  or  died  from  wounds,  or  from  sickness,  or  accident  incurred  while 
on  duty  during  the  present  war. 

I esteem  it  a privilege  of  no  usual  importance  to  accept,  on  behalf  of 
the  soldiers  of  this  State,  their  friends,  and  the  State  at  large,  your  timely 
and  generous  donation.  The  honors  of  a nation  await  those  whose  lives 
are  sacrificed  in  its  cause,  and  it  is  most  fitting  that  a spot  so  accessible 
and  beautiful  as  Green-Wood  should  hold  all  that  belongs  to  mortality  of 
those  soldiers,  dying  in  the  service,  whose  friends  and  the  authorities  shall 
select  that  as  a place  of  sepulchre. 

I welcome  your  beneficence  as  an  earnest  of  the  jealous  care  with  which 
the  future  will  preserve  the  fame  of  the  upholders  of  the  Union  in  this 
great  struggle  for  national  existence. 

The  necessary  arrangements  in  respect  to  interments  there  will  be 
made,  and  an  order  for  that  purpose  will  be  issued. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’ E.  D.  Morgan. 


XIX.— BY-LAWS. 

Aeticle  Eiest. — Of  the  Officers. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  the  Company  shall  consist  of  a President, 
Vice-President,  Secretary,  and  Comptroller,  .and  of  a Standing  Committee, 
to  consist  of  four  Trustees,  in  addition  to  the  ComptroUer,  who  shall  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  ex  officio.  The  officers  shall  be  elected  annually 
by  ballot,  but  may  be  removed  from  office  at  any  duly  convened  meeting 
of  the  Trustees,  by  a vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  Trustees ; 
and  as  often  as  any  vacancy  shall  occur,  an  election  may  bo  made  at  any 
stated  or  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees. 

Seo.  2.  The  President,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President,  shall  pre- 
side at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees ; and  if  both  be  absent,  the 
Board  shall  appoint  a Chairman,  who  shall  preside  at  the  meeting  for 
which  he  shall  bo  appointed.  The  presiding  officer,  in  case  of  an  equal 
division  in  the  Board,  shall  have  a casting  vote.  The  President  shall  be 
a member  (ex  officio)  of  all  standing  and  special  committees  appointed  by 
the  Board. 

Seo.  3.  In  case  of  a vacancy  of  the  office  of  President,  all  the  powers 
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and  duties  appertaining  to  that  office  shall,  daring  such  vacancy,  devolve 
on  and  he  exercised  by  the  Vice-President. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  5.  The  Comptroller  sliall  have  the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  also  of  its  funds,  vouchers,  books  of  account,  title-deeds  and 
papers,  documents,  and  effects.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  collect  and  receive 
aU  moneys,  and  to  deposit,  pay,  and  disburse,  and  otherwise  appropriate 
its  funds,  as  directed  or  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Also,  an- 
nually to  render  accounts  of  his  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  furnish  a general  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  which 
accounts  and  statements  shall  be  rendered  at  the  stated  or  any  special 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  next  preceding  the  annual  meeting,  and 
shall  he  previously  examined,  audited,  and  reported  on,  by  the  Standing 
Committee.  All  the  funds  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  deposited  to  the  credit 
of  the  Company  in  such  hank  or  banks  as  shall  from  time  to  time  he 
designated  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  same  shall  be  drawn  out 
only  on  the  check  or  draft  signed  by  the  Comptroller,  and  countersigned 
by  the  President  or  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Sec.  6.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  he  charged  with  the  general 
care  and  management  of  the  property  and  grounds  of  the  Company,  and 
shall  have  power  to  make  contracts  for  the  improvement  and  embellish- 
ment of  the  said  grounds,  and  arrangements  for  the  proper  regulation 
thereof,  and  may  employ  all  necessary  superintendents  and  agents  for  that 
purpose,  under  and  subject  to  such  directions,  general  or  special,  as  the 
Board  of  Trustees  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe.  The  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  elect  their  own  Chairman,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  ; and  a concurrence  of  at  least  three  members  shall  ho 
necessary  to  give  validity  to  any  act  of  the  committee. 

Sec.  7.  All  elections  of  officers,  except  to  fill  vacancies,  shall  ho  made 
at  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  to  be  held  on  the  second  Wednesday 
in  December  in  each  year ; hut  if  no  election  he  made  on  such  day,  the 
several  incumbents  then  in  office  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  duties  and 
functions  of  their  respective  offices  until  an  election  takes  place. 

Sec.  8.  All  other  agents  and  servants,  to  bo  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  shall  hold  their  offices  at  its  pleasure. 
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Aeticle  Secoxd.— Of  the  Meetings  of  tue  Tecbtees. 

Section  1.  The  Trustees  shall  hold  stated  meetings  on  the  second  Wed- 
nesday in  each  of  the  months  of  March,  June,  and  December,  in  each  and 
every  year;  and  a majority  of  the  votes  of  all  the  Trustees  present  shall  be 

necessary  to  give  effect  to  any  act  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  2.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President,  or,  in  case  of 
his  absence  or  inability,  by  the  Vice-President;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  caU  such  special  meetings  upon  the  written  requisition  of  any  three 

Xmst6Gs. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  give  due  notice,  m 
writing,  of  every  meeting;  and  in  regard  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Corporation,  by  publishing  such  notice  thereof,  as  is  required  by  the 
Charter. 

Sec.  4.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  shaU  be  held  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  March  in  each  year. 

Aetiole  TniED.— Of  the  Peopeett  of  the  Coepoeation. 

Section  1.  All  Burial-Lots  shall  he  designated,  surveyed,  sold,  and 
conveyed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Standing  Committee;  and  no  more 
than  eight  Lots  shall  be  sold  or  conveyed  to  any  one  person,  without  the 

previous  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  2.  All  instruments  under  the  seal  of  the  Corporation  shall  be 
signed  by  the  President,  and  countersigned  and  registered  by  the  Comp- 
troller or  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee,  which  instrument  shall 
be  issued  on  the  special  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  But  so  much 
of  this  section  as  requires  such  special  authority,  shaU  not  apply  to  Con- 
veyances for  Burial-Lots  directed  to  bo  made  by  the  Standing  Committee, 
in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  next  preceding  section. 

Aeticle  Foueth. — Alteration  of  the  By-Laws. 

Section  1.  These  By-Laws  may  be  repealed,  altered,  or  amended,  at 
the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  Trustees  after  such  repeal,  alteration,  or 
amendment  shall  have  been  proposed  and  entered  on  the  minutes,  but  not 
otherwise,  unless  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  Trustees  present  at 
any  meeting  when  such  repeal,  alteration,  or  amendment  shall  be  first 
proposed. 
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XX.- 

Peioe  to  1st  December 

•ANNUAL  SALES  OF 
1843  .... 

LOTS. 

628 

During  the 

year  endin 

g 1st  December, 

1844  . 

329 

U 

ti 

U 

1845  . 

338 

(( 

(( 

1846  . 

402 

it 

U 

U 

1847  . 

633 

u 

(( 

u 

1848  . 

• a 

670 

it 

u 

u 

1849  . 

736 

During  tlie  year  ending  31st  December, 

1850  . 

a a 

872 

it 

(( 

1851  . 

973 

it 

u 

u 

1852  . 

a a 

1,150 

it 

u 

u 

1853  . 

. 1,143 

it 

it 

u 

1854  . 

a a 

968 

it 

u 

u 

1855  . 

876 

U 

u 

(( 

1856  . 

a a 

802 

(( 

u 

(( 

1857. 

624 

(( 

it 

(& 

1858  . 

a a 

479 

U 

u 

u 

1859  . 

498 

u 

u 

(( 

1860  . 

a a 

695 

it 

u 

it 

1861  . 

624 

u 

u 

u 

1862  . 

a a 

653 

u 

u 

u 

1863  . 

• • • 

831 

u 

it 

(( 

1864  . 

• 

951 

Total 

202 
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XXI.— PRICES  OF  LOTS. 

Feom  1839  to  1st  March,  1848  : 

Single  Lots 

In  parcels  of  four  or  more  ..... 
The  cost  of  grading  to  be  charged  extra. 

From  1st  March,  1848,  to  1st  July,  1857 : 

Single  Lots 

In  parcels  of  four  or  more 

The  cost  of  grading  was  included  in  the  above  prices. 
From  1st  July,  1857,  to  1st  April,  18G1 : 

Single  Lots,  grading  included 

In  parcels  of  four  or  more  . . • • 

From  1st  April,  1861,  to  1st  April,  1863: 

Single  Lots,  grading  included,  lowest  price  . 

In  choice  locations,  highest  price  .... 

In  parcels  of  four  or  more 

From  1st  April,  1863,  to  1st  April,  1864 : 

Single  Lots,  graded 

Highest  price  (Chapel  Hill  Lots)  .... 

In  other  choice  locations  ...... 

Ho  deduction  for  groups  of  lots. 

From  1st  April,  1864,  to  1st  March,  1865: 

Single  Lots,  lowest  price 

Highest  price,  except  lots  on  Chapel  Hill 
From  1st  March,  1865: 

Single  Lots,  lowest  price 

Highest  price 


$100  each 
80  each 


$110  each 
90  each 


$130  each 
110  each 

$150  each 
250  each 
20  less 

. $150  each 

500  each 
. 300  each 


$150  each 
. 400  each 

$150  each 
600  each 


AIvNUAL  EECEIPT3  EOK  SALES  OF  LOTS, 
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XXII.— ANITUAL  EECEIPTS  FOR  SALES  OF  LOTS. 


Feom  1st  July, 

1839, 

to  1st  July, 

1840 

. $3,791  00 

From  1st  January,  1842,  to  15th  August, 

1842 

14,331  72 

From  loth  August,  1842,  to  1st  December, 

1842 

. 4,109  00 

For  the  year  ending 

1st  December, 

1843 

10,462  91 

(( 

U 

(4 

1844 

. 22,420  23 

U 

u 

4( 

1845 

31,020  04 

(( 

u 

U 

1846 

. 28,437  04 

U 

(( 

ii 

1847 

49,070  26 

(( 

i( 

it 

1848 

. 54,461  13 

a 

u 

ii 

1849 

61,645  54 

For  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

1850 

. 76,906  28 

U 

u 

ii 

1851 

74,537  47 

(C 

u 

ii 

1852 

. 97,427  29 

u 

u 

it 

1853 

93,607  46 

(4 

a 

1854 

. 78,987  54 

U 

ii 

1855 

72,011  99 

(( 

ii 

ii 

1856 

. . . 60,546  38 

(( 

(( 

a 

1857 

64,486  83 

4( 

ii 

1858 

. 46,660  13 

(( 

(( 

ii 

1859 

46,642  56 

it 

U 

ii 

1860 

. 59,865  71 

ii 

ii 

a 

1861 

58,262  46 

u 

ii 

(4 

1862 

. 63,171  71 

u 

ii 

ii 

1863 

. 117,183  73 

it 

ii 

ii 

1864 

. 161,347  14 

Total 


$1,431,283  55 
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XXIII.— ANmrAL  NTIMBER  OF  INTEEMEXTS. 


Feom  5tli  September  to  1st  December, 
For  the  year  ending  1st  December, 


(( 

u 

ii 

(( 

u 

ii 

u 

u 

ii 

t( 

u 

ii 

(( 

u 

ii 

(( 

(( 

ii 

u 

a 

a 

the  year  ending  31st  December, 

U 

u 

ii 

U 

(( 

ii 

(( 

(( 

ii 

u 

ii 

(( 

(( 

ii 

(( 

(( 

C( 

(( 

(i 

(( 

u 

u 

u 

u 

ii 

ii 

(( 

\ 

(( 

ii 

u 

(( 

a 

u 

(( 

ii 

(( 

u 

ii 

ii 

ii 

ii 

1840  .... 

20 

1841  .... 

61 

1842  .... 

81 

1843  .... 

199 

1844  .... 

354 

1845  .... 

607 

1846  .... 

812 

1847  .... 

1,297 

1848  .... 

2,C*25 

1849  .... 

3,291 

1850  .... 

3,789 

1851  .... 

5,244 

1852  .... 

5,933 

1853  .... 

7,187 

1854  .... 

8,084 

1855  .... 

6,592 

1856  .... 

6,571 

1857  .... 

6,779 

1858  .... 

7,779 

1859  .... 

6,590 

1860  .... 

8,033 

1861  . . . . 

6,545 

1862  .... 

6,387 

1863  . . . . 

7,331 

1864  .... 

7,298 

Total 


108,889 


A^TSTJAL  KECEIPT3  FOE  GKAVES  EST  PUBLIC  LOTS. 
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XXIV.— AlsTHIAL  EECEIPTS  FOE  GEAVES  IN  PUBLIC  LOTS. 


For  tLi 


ending 

1st  December, 

1842 

$15  00 

U 

44 

1843 

133  00 

U 

44 

1844 

304  00 

u 

44 

1845 

444  00 

u 

44 

1846 

. 1,105  00 

(4 

44 

1847 

2,606  00 

U 

44 

1848 

. 4,177  00 

U 

44 

1849 

7,903  00 

ending  31st  December, 

1850 

. 7,792  60 

(C 

44 

1851 

12,352  00 

U 

44 

1862 

. 14,640  00 

u 

44 

1853 

16,072  00 

u 

44 

1854 

. 17,444  50 

ii 

44 

1855 

12,836  50 

u 

44 

1856 

. 13,632  00 

Li 

44 

1857 

12,417  00 

U 

44 

1858 

. 11,615  60 

U 

44 

1859 

11,229  00 

(4 

44 

1860 

. 12,905  60 

il 

44 

1861 

11,207  00 

U 

44 

1862 

. 11,663  00 

U 

44 

1863 

14,629  60 

44 

44 

1864 

. 15,369  00 

Total 

• • • 

* • 

. $212,082  00 

28 
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XXV.- 

-ANNUAL  RECEIPTS  FOR 

OPENING  GRAVES 

AND 

VAULTS. 

Peioe  to  1st  December, 

1844 

$751  00 

For  the  year  ending  1st  December, 

1845  . 

1,390  00 

U 

U 

U 

1846 

2,036  75 

u 

u 

(C 

1847  . 

3,424  25 

u 

u 

(( 

1848 

5,452  75 

u 

u 

C( 

1849  . 

8,541  75 

For  the  year  ending  81st  December, 

1850 

9,823  86 

U 

a 

(C 

1851  . 

12,919  25 

U 

u 

u 

1852 

16,408  63 

u 

u 

C( 

1853  . 

18,128  00 

u 

C( 

u 

1854 

20,481  51 

u 

(( 

(( 

1855  . 

17,551  75 

(( 

u 

1856 

18,062  00 

a 

(( 

(( 

1857  . 

17,596  25 

u 

(( 

(( 

1858 

16,748  25 

u 

u 

(( 

1859  . 

16,929  00 

(( 

(( 

u 

1860 

19,561  00 

(( 

a 

u 

1861  . 

17,112  00 

u 

(( 

(C 

1862 

16,439  75 

u 

(( 

u 

1863  . 

19,567  00 

a 

u 

1864 

26,396  50 

Total 


$285,321  25 


TOTAIi  ANNUAL  KECEIPTS,  EXCLUSWE  OF  LOANS. 
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XXVI.— TOTAL  ‘AXNUAL  RECEIPTS,  EXCLUSIVE  OF  LOANS. 


From  1st  July,  1839,  to  1st  July, 

1840  . 

$3,791  00 

From  1st  July  1840,  to  31st  December, 

1841 

• 

For  tbe  year  ending 

1st  December, 

1842  . 

18,455  72 

U 

u 

(( 

1843 

. 13,003  70 

u 

(( 

(( 

1844  . 

26,963  01 

u 

(( 

U 

1845 

. 36,682  65 

u 

a 

u 

1846  . 

38,022  86 

a 

u 

u 

1847 

. 61,467  00 

u 

(( 

u 

1848  . 

70,946  36 

u 

(( 

u 

1849 

. 81,566  79 

For  the  year  ending 

31st  December, 

I860  . 

98,096  75 

(( 

(( 

(( 

1851 

. 104,616  04 

U 

C( 

U 

1852  . 

133,830  19 

u 

(( 

a 

1853 

. 137,735  30 

(( 

u 

u 

1854  . 

125,066  49 

(( 

(( 

u 

1855 

. 108,851  83 

(( 

u 

(( 

1856  . 

100,553  14 

iC 

u 

(( 

1857 

. 93,905  24 

u 

C( 

u 

1858  . 

88,541  04 

i( 

li 

u 

1859 

. 90,931  23 

u 

it 

a 

1860  . 

106,538  75 

(( 

u 

u 

1861 

. 110,398  67 

(( 

u 

(( 

1862  . 

106,603.  86 

u 

u 

(( 

1863 

. 170,006  80 

ii 

(( 

u 

1864  . 

219,894  16 

Total 


$2,14G,4G8  68 
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XXVII.— ANNUAL  EXPENDITURES  FOPv  LABOR. 


In  1839  to  1st  Julji’, 

In  1841  to  16th  April, 

In  1842  to  1st  December, 

For  the  year  ending  1st  December, 
For  Labor  in  1840  paid  in 


For  Labor  in  1840  and  1841  paid  in 


For  the  year 

U 

ending  1st  December, 

44  44 

U 

44 

44 

u 

44 

44 

u 

(4 

44 

u 

44 

44 

For  the  year 
(( 

ending  31st  December, 

44  44 

(( 

44 

44 

(C 

44 

44 

u 

44 

44 

u 

44 

44 

u 

44 

44 

u 

44 

44 

i( 

44 

44 

(4 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

1840  . 

. 

$3,134  55 

1842 

388  82 

1842  . 

. 

416  75 

1843 

. 2,121  79 

1843  . 

. 

788  &5 

1844 

. 1,413  18 

1844  . 

6,201  02 

1845 

. 11,656  23 

1846  . 

. 

13,774  22 

1847 

. 20,682  31 

1848  . 

. 

35,892  32 

1849 

. 39,026  70 

1850  . 

. 

58,451  18 

1851 

. 54,281  04 

1852  . 

. 

57,454  30 

1853 

. 72,429  03 

1854  . 

. 

69,498  82 

1855 

. 74,520  21 

1856  . 

59,160  22 

1857 

. 55,591  55 

1858  . 

. 

52,501  34 

1859 

. 50,427  58 

1860  . 

. 

61,628  77 

1861 

. 70,254  67 

1862  . 

. 

65,359  17 

1863 

. 76,792  52 

1864  . 

101,290  03 

Total  . 


$1,115,137  or 


ANNUAL  EXPENDITUEES,  EXCLUSIVE  OF  LABOE. 


209 


XXYIIL— ANNUAL  EXPENDITUEES  FOR  IMPROVEMENTS, 
EXCLUSIVE  OF  LABOR. 


In  1839  to  1st  July, 

1840  . 

$446  01 

For  the 

year  ending  1st  December,  1843 

. 1,564  59 

(C 

“ 1844  . 

1,592  58 

(t 

“ 1845 

. 2,929  22 

u 

U 

“ 1846  . 

2,236  11 

u 

u 

“ 1847 

. 4,506  85 

i( 

u 

“ 1848  . 

4,654  61 

u 

ii 

“ 1849 

. 8,271  32 

For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1850  . 

19,341  75 

U 

u 

“ 1851 

. 3,820  00 

U 

u 

“ 1852  . 

3,844  86 

u 

u 

“ 1853 

. 10,817  40 

u 

u 

“ 1854  . 

10,475  07 

(C 

(C 

“ 1855 

. 3,410  97 

u 

“ 1856  . 

10,189  80 

u 

(( 

“ 1857 

. 2,920  30 

i: 

u 

“ 1858  . 

1,757  85 

(( 

(( 

“ 1859 

. 22,189  99 

(( 

u 

“ 1860  . 

9,404  77 

(( 

(( 

' “ 1861 

. 57,044  35 

(( 

(t 

“ 1802  . 

37,438  62 

(( 

(( 

“ 1803 

. 20,544  18 

u 

“ 1864  . 

4,563  14 

Total 


$243,904  34 
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XXIX.— ANNUAL  EXPENDITURES  FOR  CONTINGENCIES. 


In  1839  to  1st  July, 

1840  . 

$651  36 

From  1st  July,  1840, 

1 to  1st  February, 

1841 

188  93 

From  1st  February, 

1841,  to  1st  December,  1842  . 

173  34 

For  the  year  ending  1st  December, 

1843 

498  26 

(( 

44 

44 

1844  . 

653  23 

U 

44 

44 

1845 

801  53 

(( 

44 

44 

1846  . 

. 1,082  63 

a 

44 

44 

1847 

4,506  85 

44 

44 

1848  . 

. 4,995  93 

a 

44 

44 

1849 

6,557  92 

For  the  year  ending 

31st  December, 

1850  . 

. 7,287  50 

(( 

^4 

44 

1851 

8,605  29 

a 

44 

44 

1852  . 

. 11,805  00 

u 

44 

44 

1853 

11,823  10 

a 

44 

44 

1854  . 

. 11,166  49 

(( 

44 

44 

1855 

9,949  36 

(C 

44 

44 

1856  . 

. 10,189  80 

(4 

44 

44 

1857 

10,357  01 

(4 

44 

44 

1858  . 

. 10,762  40 

u 

44 

44 

1859 

9,950  10 

(4 

44 

44 

1860  . 

. 10,952  33 

u 

44 

44 

1861 

12,103  06 

k4 

44 

44 

1862  . 

. 12,614  63 

»4 

44 

44 

1863 

15,310  17 

4i 

44 

Total 

44 

1864  . 

. 20,084  06 
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XXX.— TOTAL  ANNUAL  EXPENDITUEES,  EXCLUSIVE  OF 

LOANS. 


Feom  1st  July, 

1839,  to  1st  July, 

1840 

$7,800 

From  1st  July 

1840,  to  1st  February, 

1841  . 

. 2,317 

From  1st  February,  1841,  to  15th  April, 

1842 

937 

From  15th  April  1842,  to  16th  August, 

1842  . 

. 18,739 

From  15th  Au 

gust,  1842,  to  1st  December, 

1842 

1,827 

For  the  year  ending  1st  December, 

1843  . 

. 15,122 

U 

U ii 

1844 

27,571 

U 

t;  (i 

1845  . 

. 36,200 

u 

it  u 

184G 

36,142 

u 

C(  u 

1847  . 

. 45,843 

(( 

it 

1848 

74,314 

u 

it 

1849  . 

. 83,657 

For  the  j'ear  ending  31st  December, 

1850 

97,933 

U 

it  u 

1851  . 

..  96,702 

44 

it  u 

1852 

. 117,850 

U 

it  u 

1853  . 

. , . 120,699 

U 

t(  a 

1854 

. 113,591 

ii 

it 

1855  . 

. 106,756 

it 

i(  u 

185G 

84,523 

it 

it  (( 

1857  . 

. 72,945 

it 

it  U 

1858 

77,616 

it 

it  u 

1869  . 

. 116,315 

it 

t( 

18G0 

99,412 

i( 

it  U 

1861  . 

. 146,855 

it 

it  (( 

1862 

. 145,292 

it 

it  (( 

1863  . 

. 127,617 

it 

it  (( 

1864 

. 141,669 

8G 

65 

14 

GG 

69 

OG 

21 

79 

33 

49 

37 

65 

45 

22 

04 

87 

15 

47 

11 

24 

04 

13 

41 

97 

28 

48 

67 


Total  . 


. $2,01  G, 065  03 
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XXXI.— TOTAL  EEOEIPTS  AXD  EXPEXDITURES,  AS  PEE 
FINAN-CIAL  EEPOETS. 


, Receipts. 

Experiditures. 

Feom  1839  to  31st  Dec.,  1860 

$1,731,934  99 

$1,731,490  02 

In  1861  .... 

179,373  67 

176,855  97 

1862  .... 

142,953  86 

14.5,292  28 

1863  .... 

174,694  30 

172,617  48 

1864  .... 

269,894  16 

271,669  57 

$2,498,850  98 

$2,497,931  32 

Fi'om  the  following  sources : — 

For  the  following  purposes : — 

Cemetery  lots  . . . 

$1,431,283 

55 

Improvements 

$243,964  34 

Graves  in  public  lots 

. 212,082 

00 

Labor  . . . 

1,115,137  07 

Opening  graves  and  vaults  285,321 

25 

Land  . . . 

. 290,786  85 

Loans,  etc.  . . . , 

. . 352,254 

00 

Contingencies  . 

193,070  28 

Other  sources  . . . 

. 217,910 

18 

Loans,  etc.  . 

. 476,376  09 

Other  sources  . 

178.596  69 

$2,497,931  32 

Cash  on  hand. 

Dec.  31,  1864, 

919  66 

$2,498,850  98 

$2,498,850  98 
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XXXU.— CEMETERY  BUILDINGS,  ETC. 

Original  Entrance. 

Rustic  Lodge  and  Tower,  erected  in  18*43.  Cost  . . . $527  C2 

^Utered  and  enlarged  in  1845,  and  gateway  changed  from  the 
northerly  to  the  southerly  side  of  the  Lodge.  Cost  of 
alterations  and  enlargements 925  33 

$1,462  95 

Gateway  and  small  Tower  erected  in  1845.  Cost  $149  95 

Visitors’  room 229  16  379  11 

Total  cost $1,832  00 

The  above  entrance  was  closed  in  1863,  and  the  buildings  removed. 

Western  Entrance. 

Buildings  commenced  in  1849  and  completed  in  1850.  Cost  $12,682  07 
Buildings  removed  west  of  5th  avenue  in  1859,  and  archway 
commenced,  which  was  completed  in  1860.  Cost  of  re- 
movals, alterations  and  arclnvay 21,773  94 

Southern  Entrance. 

Lodge  commenced  in  1848  and  completed  in  1849.  Cost  . 2,410  40 

Present  gateway  and  Lodge  formed  part  of  the  original  west- 
ern entrance,  and  were  removed  in  1801,  at  the  cost  of  . 123  98 

Northern  Entrcmce. 

Gateway  and  buildings  were  commenced  in  1801  and 


completed  in  1863. 

Cost  of  Gateway 00,221  24 

‘‘  Porter’s  Lodge 4,880  10 

Superintendent  of  Interment’s  house  . . . 4,019  34 

“ Stable 2,719  02 

“ Tool-house  ........  2,843  88 


29 


$74,090  18 
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Gardeners'  Lodges. 

Lodge  on  Ocean  Ilill,  commenced  in  1844  and  completed  in 

1845.  Cost 

Lodge  on  Battle  Hill,  commenced  in  1845  and 

completed  in  184G.  Cost  ....  $1,050  11 
Eemoved  and  improved  in  1800  and  1801.  Cost,  1,797  05  2,853  16 


Lodge  near  ivestern  entrance,  for  Superintendent  of  the  work- 
men, erected  in  1849.  Cost  ...••• 


1,452  95 


Eeceiting  Tonibs. 

Eeceiving  Tomb  A,  lot  282,  on  Sylvan  Cliff,  was  pnrebased  in  1842. 
Eeceiving  Tomb  B,  lot  285,  on  Willow  Avenue,  was  built  in 
1844,  and  removed  in  1852,  to  make  room  for  a larger 

structure.  Cost 

Eeceiving  Tomb  C,  lot  1148,  on  Willow  Avenue,  was  com- 
menced in  1847  and  completed  in  1848.  Cost 
Eeceiving  Tomb  D,  lots  3891  and  4259,  on  illow  A\  snue, 
was  commenced  in  1852  and  completed  in  1853.  Cost, 


$663  45 
1,970  79 
14,593  16 


Iron  Railing  Inclosure. 

Iron  imported  in  1859,  erection  commenced  in  1861  and  com- 
pleted ill  1863 ; length  of  fence  4822  feet,  and  cost,  in- 
cluding stone  posts,  gates,  &c. 


Water-  ircr/oi. 

Commenced  in  1850,  and  were  in  operation  the  same  year. 

Cost  of  Eeservoir 

“ Iron  railing  around  the  Eeservoir 

“ Wooden  Engine-house  (burnt  in  1854) 

“ Iron  pipes,  hydrants,  stop-cocks,  <kc. 

“ Cement  pipe  

“ Gutta  Porcha  pipe 

‘‘  Pumping  Engines,  Boilers.  &c 

“ Well 

‘‘  Present  Engine-house 

“ Jets 

“ Eepairs  of  Engiuc-bonso 


$584  06 
456  75 
685  39 
2.719  74 

1.909  35 
165  62 

4.910  10 
2.650  40 
2,437  85 

330  04 
515  47 
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Cost  of  Fountain  on  Fountain  Hill ^7*70  68 

Eepaii’s  of  Pumps,  etc 882  73 

“ Sundries 295  29 

Total  cost  to  31st  Dec.,  1864  ....  $19,319  47 


XXXIII.— AVENUES,  PATHS,  HILLS,  DELLS,  AND  LAKES. 

Avenues. 

Akbor Section  109 

Atlantic 107  to  120,  98 

Bayside  . . . • • • . K to  83 

Birch 96,  97,  76 

Border 19  to  7,  182  to  126 

Bay-view N,  L,  124 

Cypress 160  to  182 

Central 84  to  97 

Chestnut 69  to  70 

Comus  82 

Crescent 9 

Chapel 46,  47,  32 

Cherry 106 

Dell 95,  77,  73 

Dale 32,  26,  8 

Dawn 149  to  153 

Edgewood 60,  43,  58 

Elm 127,  126,  121,  118 

Forest 45  to  72 

Green-hough 105  to  81 

Grapo 52  to  169 

Glen 25 

Grove 101  to  73 

Highland K to  91 

Hillock 35  to  24 

Lake 84  to  14 

Landscape 110  to  3 
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Lawa  . . . . • • • • . 65  to  57 

Locust  . . . . . . • • 74  to  46 

Larch 

Magnolia 85,  86 

Meadow  . . . . • • • . 93  to  122 

Maple  . . . . - • • • 17  to  14 

Orchard 24,  11 

Oak-leaf 78,  95 

Oakwood 96  to  73 

Oak  44,  35,  21 

Pine 92,  93, 79 

Sylvan  . . . . . • • • 18  to  36 

Sycamore 89  to  80 

Sonthwood 47  to  50 

Summit 31,  27,  8 

Spruce IL 

Sassafras 145  to  181 

Tulip 12,  23 

Union  . . . . . . • • 49  to  26 

Vernal 32  to  179 

Valley 65,  66 

Vine  . . . . . . • • . 75  to  165 

Vista  . . . . . . • • 44  to  73 

"Woodland 55,  54 

Willow S9,  84 

Paths. 

Amaranthine 

Alpine  ..........  7 

Anemone 19 

Andean 8,  7 

Acacia  ........  36,  35 

Amarinth 24,  25 

Andromeda 19,  16,  15,  14 

Azalea 47  to  60 

Acanthus 48 

I Aster 64,  61 

Aspen 65,  60 
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Arbor 

Alcove 

Acorn 

Angelica 

Althea  . 

Almond 

Alder 

Arbutus 

Aurora  . 

BlutF-side 

Bay-side 

Bird  . 

Blossom 

Bircb 

Berry  . 

Bay-view 

Bay-grove 

Bush  . 

BoxAvood 

Carnation  . 

Catalpa  . 

Clover 

Columbine 

Coronilla  . 

Clethra  . 

Circling  . 

Circlet  . 

Clematis  . 

Cowslip 

Cliff 

Chestnut 

Crocus 

Crystal 

Cypress  . 

Calycantlius 

Coreopsis 

Cedar  . 

Cacalia  . 


89,  88,  84 

94 

. 96,  97 

75,  160,  161 
. 68,  44 

100,  98 
158,163,  169 
179,  182 
138,  119,  99 
. 61,  41 
. 107,  108 
83 
. 83 

. 80,  79 
83,  82 
. L,  K. 

90,  91,  92 

13 

13,  22 
. 19,  18 

66,  46 
. 19,  20 

16,  15 
20 
. 41 

. 34,  33 
. 54,  72,  63 
. 62,  40 

67,  46 
. 42,  43 

91 

. 68,  67 
35,  22 
. 68,  67 

34,  23 
47 

. 21,  20,  15 
. 92,  81 
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Cone  . 
Cherry  . 
Dawn  . 

Dale 
Dew  . 
Dewy 
Dell-wood 
Daffodil  . 
Daisy  . 
Eglantine 
Evergreen  . 
Emerald  . 
Elder  . 
Edge-hill 
Enonymos 
Elder-wood 
Everglade  . 
Fern 

Fountain  . 
Fir 

Flower 


. 18 
. 29,  30 
138,  99,  150 
. 48,  31 

. 60 
. 23 
78 
40,  45 
101,  74,  51 
02,  40,  41 
97,  70 
. 77,  76 
. 161 
138,  149,  150 
. 171,  172 

. 27.  8 

. 22,  13,  12 
. 90,  91 

. 35,  34 
. 73,  72 

. 75,  70 


Furze 

Grotto 

Green-hank 


21,  22 
. 23,  12 
124,  111 


Grape 

Glade  . 

Grove 

Grassy  . 

Geraninni 

Garland 

nni-side 

Hemlock 

Hyacinth 

Holly  . 

Hawthorn 

Highwood 

Hibiscus  . 

Harebell 


31 

. 79,  70 

. 43,  44,  35 
103,  104,  94 
177,  ISO,  181 
. 7,  182 

. 05,  60,  01 
. 48 

. 82,  81 
92,  93,  94 
. 4 ( , 48,  49 

32,  25 
. 24,  11 
. . 45 
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Hazel 

Heath 

Heliotrope  .... 

Hill ‘ 

Jonquil 

Jet 

Juniper 

Jasmine  . . . . , 

Iris  ..... 

Ivy 

Laurel 

Lake-side  . . . . , 

Lake-ridge  .... 

Laburnum  . . . . 

Lupine 

Larkspur  

Leafy 

Lily 

Lavender  .... 

Moss 

ilossy 

Moss-clad  .... 

Mountain  .... 

Mimosa  • 

Mistletoe  .... 
iloss-bank  .... 

Maple-leaf  .... 

Myrtle 

Monarda 

Margin 

Meadow 

Mound  

Nannie-wooil  . . . . 

Narcissus  .... 

Olive 

Oval 

Oak-nut  

Osier 


HILLS,  ETC. 

. 01,  171,  1V8,  179 
. 178,  177,  17G 

170,  169 
98,  160 
. 28,  179 
34 

. 75,  74 

. 118,  100 
....  69,  80 

29,  178 

68,  67,  58 
39,  19,  20,  37,  38 

18,  19,  20 
. 73,  72,  78,  77 

69,  70,  79 

. 24,  11,  10 

93 

100 
46,  33 

31 

55 

26 

. 63,  64 

19,  16 
91,  92,  81 
. 16,  16 
. 68,  69 

. 63,  52,  60 
110,  0,  86,  63 
104 
41,  38 

. . . . 8,  5 

10,  15 
182,  181 

14 

00 

39,  18 


« 
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Peony 

Pastoral 

Poppy 

Pinus  . 

Pine-leaf  . 

Phlox  . 

Privet 

Pansy  . 

Persimmon 

Prospect 

Petunia  . 

Pilgi’im 

Ridge 

Rose  . 

Rosy 

Rosemary 

Rill 

Ravine 

Rural 

Rue  . 

Rush 

Reed  . 

Serpentine 

Sweethrier 

Spirea  . 

Shady 

Sylvan  . 

Sweet-gum 

Steep-side 

Spray 

Strawberry 

Sumac 

Syringa  . 

Snowhcrry 

Sunset  . 

Saffron 

Snowdrop 

Thorn 


ICO,  159,  1C2,  163 
. 19,  1C,  15 
. 84 
79 

. 94,  79 

. 24,  33,  25 
. 45 

56,  57 

57,  45 

. . 24,  12,  1 

. 160,  161,  170 
. 177,  178 

65,  66,  67 
. 80,  79,  70 
. . . 56 

. 24,  25 
. 34,  23 

. . . 36,  35 

. 20 


. 101 
35 
22,  23 
. . 29,  28 
. 94 
. 20,  21 


. 88,  89,  90 
. 42 

35,  34 
84,  65,  66 
. 81,  82,  S3 
. K,  108 
. 44,  34.  45 

61,  62,  40 
163,  162,  170 
. 173,  172 
. 32,  25,  26 
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Tulip 12,  11 

Turf 13,  12 

Fncler-wood 41 

Union 14 

Valo G5,  66,  67 

Vapor 37,  20 

Verbena ^ . 25,  10 

Vino 121,  118,  100,  98,  75 

Vine-leaf 97 

Vista 70,  71 

Violet 54 

Vision 11)  2 

Verdant Ill 

Varrior 124, 123,  112 

TTood-shadc 87,  88,  110 

"Woodland • .54 

Willow 09,  56 

Water-side 84,  65,  64 

Wood-skirt 87,  85,  88 

Wood-bank 84 

W ood-side 46,  47 

Woodbine  .......  *T8,  77,  72 

Wintergreen 76,  77,  72 

White-oak 44,  35,  22 

Winterberry 44,  35 

Woody 42,  43 

Wood-girt 23 

Yew 76,  74 

Zephyr  .......  169,  173,  172 

mils. 

Alpine ^ 

Aspen 60,  65 

Bay-grove 

Battle 107,  111,  112,  123,  124 

Birch 

Button-wood 

Butternut 

30 
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Crescent  . 

Chestnut 

Cherry 

Cypress 

Chapel 

Fern  . 

Fountain  . " . 
Glade  . 

Holly 

Higli-n^ood  . 
Lawn-girt 
Mulberry 
Meadow  . 

Myrtle . 

Oak 
Ocean  . 

Orchard  . 

Pine  . 

The  Hill  of  Graves 

Sunset 

Spruce  . 

Tulip  . 

Vine 
Vista  . 

"White-oak 

"Walnut 


. 43 
91,  92 
106 

. 07,  08 

46,  47,  32,  33 
90 
. 34 
. 79 


93 


. 08 
105,  93 
104 
07 


. 90,  70 


125,  120,  119,  99,  98,  100,  118,  121 

24 

94,  79 

A,  B,  I),  115 

61,  62,  41 


14 

11 


. 97 


35 

49 


Other  Eminences. 

Cedar  3\Iound  .... 

Central  Ridge 

Evergreen  Ridge 

Forest  Ridge 

Green-copse  Mound  . . . . 

Hilly  Ridge 

Indian  iMound 

Maple  Ridge 

Lake  Ridge 


20,  21,  14 
. 66,  67 
97,  76 
. 70,  56 
. 109 
oo 

. 41 

. 10,  15 
19,  20 
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Oaken  Bluff 43,  36 

Poet’s  Mound  . 41 

Sylvan  Cliff  . • 42,  43 

Sylvan  Bluff GO,  42 

Summit  Eidge 26 

Woodland  Eidge 55,  64 

Dells. 

Bay-side 108 

Cedar 72,  53 

Crescent 10,  3 

Evening 61 

Forest 96,  77 

Pastoral 23,  12 

Sunny 106 

Twilight O'! 

Vine 

Waters. 

Arbor 89,  84 

Border 5 

Crescent 26,  9 

Dale 32,  31,  48 

Meadow 111= 

Osier  ....••••••  ®6 

Sylvan 37,  38 

Valley 65,  64 

Lawns,  &c. 

Bill-girt 24 

Cedar  Grove 73,  62 

Sycamore  Grove  121)  122,  117 
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